GRADE LEVEL/UNIT TITLE: 8/The Power of Persuasion		  Course Code: ELA

Grade 8 Synthesis Essay Scoring Guide
Essays scoring a “5” (A) have the following:
· a clearly defined claim as to whether or not cell phones should be used at school
· details from the sources provided which effectively support the claim
· an interesting introduction and a satisfying ending
· smooth transitions which connect the information into a cohesive whole
· specific, accurate word choice
· correct and varied sentence structure
· few errors in the conventions of language

Essays scoring a “4” (B) have the following:
· a clearly defined claim as to whether or not cell phones should be used at school
· supporting details that are accurate but may not be entirely relevant and consistently helpful in supporting the claim
· an interesting introduction OR a satisfying ending that ties the information together
· transitions which connect the information into a cohesive whole
· correct word choices; some may be overly general
· generally correct sentence structure; some variety in sentence structure
· few errors in the conventions of language

Essays scoring a “3” (C) have the following:
· an identifiable claim as to whether or not cell phones should be used at school
· well-focused information that supports the claim with repetitive points, poorly-chosen details from the sources, and/or over-generalizations
· a recognizable introduction and ending
· some effective transitions
· adequate word choices with occasional incorrect word choices
· simple sentences used effectively, but little sentence variety
· some errors in conventions but few really distracting errors

Essays scoring a “2” (D) have the following:
· a vague claim as to whether or not cell phones should be used at school
· an introduction but no ending, or an ending with no introduction
· few transitions; connections that are confusing or incomplete
· words used incorrectly in key places
· short repetitive sentence patterns; confusing errors in sentence construction
· distracting errors in conventions

Essays scoring a “1” (F) have the following:
· no claim as to whether or not cell phones should be used at school
· no identifiable introduction or ending
· few or no transitions connecting parts of the essay
· words used incorrectly enough to be distracting or confusing to the reader
· sentence fragments, run-ons, or poorly constructed sentences that impair meaning
· distracting errors in conventions



