Selecting Evidence to Support An Argument

This strategy lesson is used to teach students how to select evidence from a text to support an argument.  

Day 1  (Modeling)
A. Explanation to students – We often try to form an argument before considering how much, if any, evidence we can find as support.  Using a strategy for selecting your evidence will make it easier for you to locate support for your argument.
B. Hand out copies of “Blood, Toil, Tears and Sweat”, a speech by Winston Churchill.  (See website provided in Unit Resources) 
C. Share background information with the students regarding this speech – see website.
D. Ask students to read along as you play the audio version of the speech from the website.
E. Place a copy of the speech on overhead, Smart Board, etc. so that you can refer to various parts of the speech as you discuss.
F. Together as a class, select 5-10pieces of evidence from the text that can be used together to support an argument.  These pieces must be interconnected, otherwise they will contradict and weaken the overall argument.  (Be sure to model your own thinking for students so as to provide insight into your thinking.)
G. Lead a class discussion in which you lead students to answer the following questions:
1.  Do these pieces of evidence all say the same thing?
2. Are any of them contradictory?
3. Are they all interconnected?
4.  Can you easily support an argument from them?  What could the argument be?


Day 2 (Guided Practice)
A.  Place students into small groups with each group consisting of students that appear to have a strong understanding of the concept, as well as students that appear to have a weak understanding.
B. Tell students that they will be working together to select evidence that can be used to support an argument.
C. Hand out a short passage from Narrative of Frederick Douglass a Slave, Written By Himself. If you have completed the “Frederick Douglass: The Reality of Slavery” assessment, students will already be somewhat familiar with this piece.
D. Students will repeat the above assignment (Portions F and G) in their small group and will individually answer each of the above questions.


Assessment
Collect written evaluations to evaluate the extent to which students are able to make connections among their pieces of evidence, and to the validity of their argument given these connections.
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