Picture Book Persuasion
Picture books can be a fun way to discuss persuasion with students.  The following picture books, along with the accompanying activities, can be used as part of your unit.

Hey, Little Ant  by Phillip Hoose
Just before a boy goes to squish an ant, the ant tries to convince the boy not to proceed.  On the last page, the author leaves the end of the story up to the reader.  

Assessment Option:  Using the persuasive strategies discussed in class, students should write to the boy to convince him to either save the ant or squish it.




Old Henry  by Stephen Gammell
Henry leaves his home because he is not getting along with his neighbors and is not being tidy enough for their liking.  At the end of the book, Henry writes a letter to the neighborhood asking if he can come back to his house.  

Assessment Option:  Using the persuasive strategies discussed in class, students should write a letter from the neighborhood back to Old Henry persuading him to either come back or stay away.




Lincoln Tells a Joke  by Paul Brewer and Kathleen Krull
This book will help students to see that persuasion doesn’t have to be a totally serious matter.  This unique biography is full of Lincoln’s more clever sayings, which hold up surprisingly well after more than one hundred years.

Assessment Option:  
Individually or in small groups, ask students to respond to the following questions:
1.  Why might a speaker use humor in a persuasive speech?
2. Do you think that humor enhances the effectiveness of a persuasive message?  If yes, how so?
