Evaluating potential sources

	
	Names of potential sources

	Criteria for evaluation
	
	
	

	Can I read and understand the information?


	
	
	

	Does the information answer my question? Does it give me important new information?
	
	
	

	Is the information factual, or is it opinion?


	
	
	

	Does the site contain original information or simply link to other sites?
	
	
	

	Does the source have enough information, or is it “skimpy”?


	
	
	

	Is the information easy to get to? How many links does it take to get to something useful?
	
	
	

	How frequently is the resource updated? Is the content up-to-date? Is it recent enough for this project?
	
	
	

	What are the author’s credentials? Do I know anything about the author’s education, training, or experience?
	
	
	

	For websites, do I know if they are commercial (.com), educational (.edu), or governmental (.gov)?
	
	
	

	Do I know the purpose of the information? Is it intended to inform, teach, sell, persuade, or entertain?
	
	
	


