Evaluating potential research questions

Complete the chart to evaluate each of the potential research questions. If a particular criterion applies to that research question, put an “x” in the box where the two intersect.

	
	Relevant
	Feasible/

realistic
	Original
	Clear/

Specific
	Simple
	Open-ended

	Why is hip-hop dancing so raunchy?


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Does Sweden have an nationalized health care system?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	What is the history of Christianity?


	
	
	
	
	
	

	How does color affect one’s mood?


	
	
	
	
	
	


Explain which of the four is the best research question and why. Explain why the other three are less effective.
