Comparison-Contrast Scoring Guide
	
	Advanced
	Proficient
	Basic
	Below Basic

	Introduction
	The essay includes a very well-developed introduction that engages the reader and creates interest. It introduces both subjects to be discussed and clearly states the author’s point for the comparison-contrast.
	Introduction creates interest, though it isn’t very engaging. It is fairly well developed and covers both subjects to be discussed.
	Introduction introduces the subjects for comparison-contrast but doesn’t give make the author’s point for the comparison-contrast clear.
	The introduction fails to introduce both subjects to be compared and contrasted. No controlling point about the subjects is evident.

	Supporting Details
	Details in the body paragraphs are clear and specific, and there are enough details to create vivid images for a thorough comparison and contrast. The details clearly support the author’s point for the comparison-contrast.
	Details in the body paragraphs are clear and specific and generally support the author’s point for the comparison-contrast.
	Details in the body paragraphs are not clear, specific, and vivid, and/or those do little to support the author’s point for the comparison-contrast. There may be details that are not relevant to the comparison-contrast.
	There are few details in the body. They do not fit or support the author’s point for the comparison-contrast.

	Organization
	Details are presented in a clear effective order, and the author adheres to one pattern:  subject-by-subject or point-by-point. Both subjects are covered vividly and given about the same amount of attention and space.
	The details are presented in a clear order, and the author sticks to one pattern. Both subjects are given roughly the same amount of attention and space.
	The details are in an obvious order, but the author does not stick to one pattern in the essay, or the details do not adequately support the author’s controlling point.
	There is no obvious organization. Details are either absent or not presented in any particular order.

	Conclusion
	The concluding paragraph effectively unifies the essay around the subject and the point(s) used for comparing and contrasting them. It includes an engaging and interesting point about the comparison or contrast of the subjects.
	The concluding paragraph unifies the essay around the subjects and the point used for comparison and contrast, but it is not very engaging or interesting.
	The concluding paragraph makes a point about the subjects for comparison or contrast, but it doesn’t unify or wrap up the essay effectively.
	There is no conclusion evident in the essay, or the conclusion is not related to the rest of the essay.

	Mechanics
	Writing contains no errors in punctuation, spelling, grammar, or capitalization.
	Writing contains a few minor errors in punctuation, spelling, grammar, or capitalization but none that detract from the overall meaning and effectiveness of the essay.
	Writing contains some errors in punctuation, grammar, spelling, and capitalization that may be somewhat distracting, but the meaning and intent of the essay are still clear.
	Writing contains major and/or distracting errors in grammar, punctuation, spelling, and capitalization.


