Conferences with Student Writers – Strategies That Can Help
(Based on an article by Janice Edgerson Hudley, collegeboard.com, Inc., 2012)


· Inspect your classroom setup.  Is it conducive to productive conferencing?  What can you do to make the space more comfortable for students?
· Let students talk first: let students know in advance of conferences that this is their time with you.  They should come equipped with questions that they would like to address.
· Be a good listener and listen for what the student isn’t saying.
· Pay attention to body language – the student’s and your own.
· Ask how they did: Before you tell students what you think of their writing, find out what they think and why.  
· Commend something.
· Select an issue that would most improve the draft or the next paper.
· Work from the top down; address larger issues early in the semester.
· Give students at least one concrete suggestion for improving the text.
· When demonstrating a writing technique or concept, use a separate piece of paper, not the student’s draft or final text.
· The conference is a teaching opportunity; don’t waste it by spending time trying to justify the grades you’ve given students for their work.
· Read portions of the paper aloud or ask them to read to you.  Either way, they generally hear what went wrong or what went well.
· Have students summarize what they learned in the conference.
· Have students tell you their reasons for error – determine the logic behind the errors.
· Let students talk last: remember that this is the student’s writing conference.  They need to be responsible for their development as writers.
· Keep your own permanent record of student conferences and encourage your students to do the same.
