Teach Students About Claims and Arguments
The purpose of this reference it to give teacher ideas for teaching students the cognitive skills related to claims and arguments. The common core standards require that students know how to:
· describe a claim and arguments, 
· follow a claim and arguments, 
· evaluate a claim and arguments 
· distinguish between claims that are supported by evidence from those that are not.  
A CLAIM is a statement that is made by a person that may be accepted or rejected by others. For a claim to be accepted by others, the person making the claim would have to argue his/her point using lots of evidence to show others the claim is likely to be true.  For example, I might make a claim that mice carry disease.  In order for me to get others to believe my claim to be true, I would have to argue my point by giving lots of evidence, in the form of examples and data related to mice carrying diseases.  So bottom line, writers make claims and argue their point by using different kinds of supporting evidence to substantiate those claims. 
Writers use all kinds of evidence such as specific details, reasons, examples, charts, graphs and data of all types and anything else to prove a claim or argue his/her point. Claims can be made in texts, video clips, dramas, speeches, debates, television programs, commercials, newspapers, etc.  A piece of text may have one or more claims and each claim is usually backed has some sort of evidence. Sometimes a text may contain one main claim and three or four sub-claims.  
Claims can be as simple as "Protons are positively charged and electrons are negatively charged," with evidence such as, "In this experiment, protons and electrons acted in such and such a way." Claims can also be as complex as "The end of the South African system of government was inevitable," using reasoning and evidence such as, "Every successful revolution has come about after the government in power has taken away small concessions to the uprising group." In either case, the rest of the text provides the reasoning and evidence that leads readers to believe the claim. 
When reading text or listening to a video clip, one of the first things a reader or listener would want to do is to identify the claim or claims the writer is making. Then, the reader/listener would look for the arguments and evidence that is/are used to try to support the claim(s). For example: If I were reading an informational article that makes the claim whales are smart animals. I would look for the arguments in the form of evidence such as examples of whales doing acts that require intelligence and any specific facts that prove whales have high intelligence.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]When you read, ask yourself questions like "What is the author trying to prove?" and "What is the author assuming I will agree with?" “How many claims is the author making?” Do you agree with the author? Does the author adequately defend his/her claim? What kind of proof does the author use? Does the author give sufficient amount of evidence to make the claim believable?  What does the author leave out that would make the claim more believable? Are all claims backed by reasoning? 
As you get used to reading critically, you will improve your own ability to make claims and craft effective arguments by using evidence. 
When given a text, read critically by use highlighters to mark the claims, arguments and supporting evidence. You may use the Claim/Argument Graphic Organizer to delineate and evaluate claims and arguments made by the authors within texts.  

	Claim/Argument Graphic Organizer

	Directions: Use the graphic organizer to evaluate a text/video for the presence/absence of claims and arguments and the strength and validity of those claims/arguments. 
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