Teaching Students to Analyze Informational Text 
Created by Jana L. Scott, University of MO-Columbia, April 2012.  

This reference may be used by teachers to teach students to think deeply and how
· to analyze various informational texts to determine how a sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into overall text structure 
· a sentence, paragraph, chapter or section contributes to or impacts the development of the ideas 
The processes addressed in the common core standard listed above are difficult for students to do and difficult for teachers to teach.  The purpose of this document is to give teachers an idea as to how to go about teaching students the processes needed to think deeply about text 
Step 1: Distribute one piece of informational text to each student so he/she can learn how to analyze informational text at a very deep level.  
Step 2: Have students identify the type of informational text they are analyzing. Ask students to look at text features such as heading, table of contents, index, bold print, pictures, subtitles, italics, etc. to determine the type of text they have in hand to analyze (i.e. short informational article, lengthy technical manual, short set of directions, classroom text, one informational paragraph, informational brochure, etc.)  
[image: ]Step 3: Have students identify the text structure. Just for clarification, text structure refers to how the information within a text is organized. The following table shows the most common ways informational texts are organized…..sometimes referred to as text structures or organizational patterns. The chart below defines the most common text structures, gives signal words that are commonly used by writers when using a particular type of text structure, gives graphic organizers that may be used to capture information from each of the text structure types, etc. Have students use the chart to determine the text structure of the informational text they are analyzing. 
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Step 4: Lead students through the process of dissecting the text based on the structure.  The purpose of this step is to determine component pieces contained in text and the location of those pieces. See sample teacher dialogues below. (WHAT’S THERE? WHERE’S IT LOCATED?) 
Step 4 Teacher Dialogue 1: “If you have determined that the piece you are analyzing has a problem/solution structure, highlight all problem(s) in one color and the solutions in another color. Determine how many problems and solutions are being addressed in the article. Do you have just one problem with multiple solutions offered?  Do you have multiple problems, each with a solution? If you have multiple problems, look to see where the problems are located in relation to their corresponding solutions. Are all problems contained in the top section of the article and all their corresponding solutions located in the bottom section of the article? OR Does a corresponding solution directly follow each problem? How do the problems progress within the article? Are the problems arranged in order of severity with the most severe problem located at the bottom? Or are the problems arranged in order of time with the most recent problem located at the top? What other types of information is included in the article other than problems and solutions?” 
Step 4 Teacher Dialogue 2: “If you have determined that the text you are analyzing has a descriptive structure, write what the author is describing in the text. Is he/she explaining a topic, idea, person, place, event, or thing? Next tell the type(s) of evidence the author uses to illustrate (or define/portray) what he/she is describing. Does the author use a listing of characteristics, features, examples, or something else?  Determine what type of evidence the author uses to provide elaboration (or other kinds of additional information) on what he/she is describing. What is the arrangement of the component pieces used to provide the description? Is the text arranged from most important component to least important component? For example if describing a trip to Disneyland was the most significant event of the day described first or last?  What else is included in the text besides the component pieces of the description?” 
Step 4 Teacher Dialogue 3: “If you have determined the text you are analyzing has a compare/contrast structure, first determine what items are being compared? Next, determine what is it about those items that are being compared? Then, what characteristics of items form the basis of the comparison? Then, look for characteristics they have in common and highlight those in one color (similarities). Then, look for characteristics they have different and highlight those in a different color (differences).  Determine where similarities are located in the overall text and where the differences are located in the overall text. What else is included in the text besides the similarities and differences?”

Step 5: Have students draw a detailed visual of their text to identify the component pieces and show how those pieces fit together. (WHAT’S THERE and WHERE’S IT LOCATED?) See sample teacher dialogues below. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Step 5 Teacher Dialogue 1: “This is a visual (below) of an article  that has a problem/solution structure and the problems and solutions are arranged as shown by the visual. The first paragraph contains an example of inner city pollution and the last paragraph summarizes ideas. How many problems does the article address? How many solutions does the article address? How are the solutions organized? OR Which solution did the author talk about first? What else is included in the article other than the one problem and two solutions? Why do you think the author included the additional information?” 
                                                            Article: Inner City Pollution Paragraph 5 summarizes the article by  stating the main points in a unique way.  







Step 5 Teacher Dialogue 2: “This visual (below) shows a book called Writing Expository Papers, and it uses a descriptive structure. How many chapters does the book contain? What information is contained in the first chapter? The last chapter? Where and how does the author give students the “meat of the material” or tell students how to write high quality expository text? Where does the author give examples of well-written papers?”  
                                                        Book: Writing Expository Papers 
	Chapter 1: Introduction to overall text that tells purpose and advantages. 

	Chapter 2: Characteristic One of Expository Text
Effective Introduction and Claim
Definition or Meaning 
Elementary Examples 
Secondary Examples  

	Chapter 3: Characteristic Two of Expository Text
Using a Logical Sequence 
Definition or Meaning 
Elementary Examples 
Secondary Examples  

	Chapter 4: Characteristic Three of Expository Text
Using Relevant Details and Examples 
Definition or Meaning 
Elementary Examples 
Secondary Examples  

	Chapter 6: Characteristic Four of Expository Text
Effective Conclusion 
Definition or Meaning 
Elementary Examples 
Secondary Examples  


	Chapter 6: Conclusion and Summary of Text



Step 5 Teacher Dialogue 3: “This visual (below) shows an article that has a compare and contrast structure. The things being compared in this article are arachnids and insects. The characteristics being used to compare the two things are: number of legs, number of body parts, outer covering, types and numbers of eyes, presence or absence of wings and poisonous or not poisonous.  How many paragraphs are in the article? Where are the similarities and differences located within the article? Other than similarities and differences, what other kind of information is contained in the article? Where is it located?” 

Article: The Difference between Insects and Arachnids
	Paragraph 1 
	Tells what will be compared and how it will be compared. 

	Paragraphs 2 and 3 
	Differences in number of body regions, number of legs, and the fact that insects may have wings but arachnids never have wings. 

	Paragraph 4 
	Tells that Arachnids get their name from an ancient Greek legend and describes legend. 

	Paragraphs 5 and 6 
	Similarities in that both have exoskeleton, multi-faceted eyes, and more than one pair of eyes and may be poisonous.  

	Paragraph 7 
	The biggest similarity is that many people do not like them. Insect or arachnid, there are many people who are scared of bugs.









Step 6: Have students study their visuals to determine relationships and purposes. Steps 3-5 gave students a clear understanding of “What’s there?” and “Where’s it located?” In this step, students will learn “How’s it related?” and “What’s the purpose or impact?” To do this step, students must analyze their visuals from Step 5 very carefully. The teacher will use a series of questions to guide the students through this step of the analysis process. See sample dialogues below. 

Step 6 Teacher Dialogue 1: “Study the visual (below) carefully. Pay close attention to: the different the pieces, where they are located and what information is contained in each piece. Also, think about why the author may have included a particular piece and why the author located a particular piece where he/she did. Think about the “impact” a particular piece may have on the overall text or on another piece. What is the author’s purpose in including the last paragraph?  How might the last paragraph help readers better understand the article? What do you think the purpose of Paragraph 1 may be? Why do you say that?  What is the purpose of paragraph two? What type of evidence did the author use to give readers a better understanding of each one of the two solutions?” 
                                                                  Article: Inner City Pollution 
Paragraph 5: Summarizes the article by stating the main points in a unique way.  















Step 6 Teacher Dialogue 2: “Study the visual (below) carefully. Pay close attention to: the different the chapters and sections within the chapters, where they are located and what information is contained in each chapter or section. Also, think about why the author may have included a particular chapter or section, and why the author located a particular piece of information where he/she did. Think about the “impact” a particular piece may have on the overall text or on another piece. What is the purpose of Chapter 1? How does the author go about telling students the characteristics of quality expository writing? If I were a high school student, where would I look to see examples of how to create an effective summary when doing expository writing? What is the purpose of Chapter 3? If the author eliminates Chapter 4, what impact might it have on student’s writing?” 

                                                     Book: Writing Expository Papers 
	Chapter 1: Introduction to overall text that tells purpose and advantages. 

	Chapter 2: Characteristic One of Expository Text
Effective Introduction and Claim
Definition or Meaning 
Elementary Examples 
Secondary Examples 
	Chapter 3: Characteristic Two of Expository Text
Using a Logical Sequence 
Definition or Meaning 
Elementary Examples 
Secondary Examples  
	Chapter 4: Characteristic Three of Expository Text
Using Relevant Details and Examples 
Definition or Meaning 
Elementary Examples 
Secondary Examples 
	Chapter 6: Characteristic Four of Expository Text
Effective Conclusion 
Definition or Meaning 
Elementary Examples 
Secondary Examples 

	Chapter 6: Conclusion and Summary of Text



Step 6 Teacher Dialogue 3:  “Study the visual (below) carefully. Pay close attention to: the different the pieces, where they are located and what information is contained in each piece. Also, think about why the author may have included a particular piece and why the author located a particular piece where he/she did. Think about the “impact” a particular piece may have on the overall text or on another piece. What is the author’s purpose in including the last paragraph?  What do you think the purpose of Paragraph 1 may be? Why do you say that?  What impact do paragraphs 5 and 6 have on reader’s understanding of insects and Arachnids? Could paragraph 4 be eliminated from the text, without impacting readers’ understanding of how insects and Arachnids are alike and different? Explain why or why not. If the author eliminates Chapter 4, what impact might it have on student’s writing? What impact does Paragraph 7 have on the article?” 

Article: The Difference between Insects and Arachnids
	Paragraph 1 
	Tells what will be compared and how it will be compared.  

	Paragraphs 2 and 3 
	Differences in number of body regions, number of legs, and the fact that insects may have wings but arachnids never have wings. 

	Paragraph 4 
	Tells that Arachnids get their name from an ancient Greek legend and describes legend. 

	Paragraphs 5 and 6 
	Similarities in that both have exoskeleton, multi-faceted eyes, and more than one pair of eyes and may be poisonous.  

	Paragraph 7 
	The biggest similarity is that many people do not like them. Insect or arachnid, there are many people who are scared of bugs.



Step 7: Give students multiple opportunities to practice and give descriptive feedback in relation to the process. 

Paragraph 2: Major Problem of Pollution in Inner Cities 


Paragraph 3: Solution 1
(Most cost effective) 


Paragraph 3: Pros of solution 1 


Paragraph 3: Cons of solution 1


Paragraph 4: 
Solution 2 


Paragraph 4: Pros of solution 2


Paragraph 4:Cons of solution 2


 Paragraph 1  gives a vivid example of inner city pollution.  
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Paragraph 1 gives a vivid example of inner city pollution.  
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