Analyzing Texts for Ideas and Concepts

Formative Assessment

Being an astronaut requires courage because at times the job requires taking life threatening risks. Read the informational text called Explorer Hero: Neil Armstrong to learn about the first man to walk on the moon. Then, watch the short Internet video clip called Ron McNair Tribute to learn about Ron McNair who lost his life when the space craft, Challenger, in which he was riding exploded upon its return to Earth. Use information from the article and information from the video clip to answer questions. 

1. How does the text and video introduce readers to the idea that the astronaut was courageous? 

2. What evidence is presented in the text and video that reinforces the idea that the astronaut was courageous? 

3. How do the examples given in the text and video elaborate upon readers/listeners understanding of the idea that the astronaut was courageous? 

4. Which work do you feel did a better job of showing readers/viewers just how brave a person needs to be to become an astronaut? Use specific evidence from both sources to explain the reasoning for your choice.
Link for Article: 
http://myhero.com/go/hero.asp?hero=armstrong_vermont
Link for Video Clip: 

http://abcnews.go.com/WNT/video/act-bravery-ron-mcnair-tribute-carolina-astronaut-african-12794995
