Denotation and Connotations Reference Sheet 

The denotation of a word is it exact meaning as stated in the dictionary. For example the denotation of skinny is “very thin”. 

The connotation of a word is an added meaning that suggests something positive or negative. 

Examples: 
Negative: Skinny suggests “too thin”. Skinny has a negative connotation. 
Positive: Slender suggests “attractively thin.” Slender is a positive connotation. 


• Denotation refers to the literal meaning of a word, the "dictionary definition."¨ For example, if you look up the word snake in a dictionary, you will discover that one of its denotative meanings is "any of numerous scaly, legless, sometimes venomous reptiles having a long, tapering, cylindrical body and found in most tropical and temperate regions."

• Connotation, on the other hand, refers to the associations that are connected to a certain word or the emotional suggestions related to that word. The connotative meaning of a word is based on implication, or shared emotional association with a word. Greasy is a completely innocent word: Some things, like car engines, need to be greasy. But greasy contains negative associations for most people, whether they are talking about food or about people. 

Often there are many words that denote approximately the same thing, but their connotations are very different. Innocent and genuine both denote an absence of corruption, but the connotations of the two words are different: innocent is often associated with a lack of experience, whereas genuine is not.

 Which word in each pair below has the more favorable connotation to you?
o thrifty-penny-pinching
o pushy-aggressive
o politician-statesman
o chef-cook









For another example of connotations, consider the following:

Negative connotation:  There are over 2,000 vagrants in the city.

Neutral connotation: There are over 2,000 people with no fixed address in the city.

Positive connotation:  There are over 2,000 homeless in the city.

All three of these expressions refer to exactly the same people, but they will invoke different
associations in the reader's mind: a "vagrant" is a public nuisance while a "homeless" person is a worthy object of pity and charity. The dry legal expression "with no fixed address" deliberately avoids most of the positive or negative associations of the other two terms. 


Connotation and Denotation
The connotation of some words—or the attitudes we associate with them—can easily be seen when we examine pairs of words that are essentially similar in meaning, but different in the favorable or unfavorable attitudes they evoke in most people. Listed below are ten pairs of words that evoke negative or positive feelings. For each pair, place a plus sign after the word that conveys a more favorable attitude and a minus sign after the word that carries a less favorable attitude.

• refreshing – chilly
• plain – natural
• clever – sly
• cackle – giggle
• snob – cultured
• cop – officer
• statesman – politician
[bookmark: _GoBack]• smile – smirk
• domineering – assertive
