Figurative Language Sentence Classification

Read the sentences carefully. Put the sentences into five equal groups based on how they are worded. Each group will have four sentences. When you are finished grouping, tell why you grouped the sentences the way you did. OR What common characteristic all the sentences in the group possess. 
1. The moon smiled in anticipation. 
2. The furry, green week-old piece of bread was in container. 
3. John is as tall as a basketball player. 
4. I think of you a million times a day. 
5. The bloated, fat-bellied frog jumped at me. 
6. Cindy is such a mule and won’t change her mind. 
7. The computer screamed with delight. 
8. John is a pig, his room is always messy. 
9. My dad’s car is so old it is petrified. 
10. He ran fast as lightening. 
11. The birds smiled and screamed their joy. 
12. She ran faster than a roadrunner.  
13. It was so cold; the polar bears were wearing jackets. 
14. Ann was as mad as a hornet. 
15. The stone wall sighed with relief. 
16. The old man’s gray, matted, out-of control hair had to be washed. 
17. Life is a roller coaster, it has ups and downs.  
18. The car was as old as my grandfather. 
19. Love is sunshine, it lights up the day.
20. The rotten, decayed foul-smelling meat had to be discarded. 
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Sample Answers

Group 1: Things that are not human have human like characteristics. (Personification)  
The moon smiled in anticipation. 
The stone wall sighed with relief. 
The birds smiled and screamed their joy. 
The computer screamed with delight. 

Group 2: The words used really create a picture in a person’s mind. (Imagery) 
The furry, green week-old piece of bread was in container. 
The bloated, fat-bellied frog jumped at me. 
The old man’s gray, matted, out-of control hair had to be washed. 
The rotten, decayed foul-smelling meat had to be discarded. 

Group 3: The sentences compare two things and have the work as. (Simile) 
John is as tall as a basketball player. 
He ran as fast as a speeding bullet. 
The car was as old as my grandfather. 
Ann was as mad as a hornet. 

Group 4: These sentences have extreme exaggerations. (Hyperbole) 
I think of you a million times a day. 
My dad’s car is so old it is petrified. 
She ran faster than a roadrunner. 
It was so cold; the polar bears were wearing jackets. 

Group 5: These sentences say something is something else. (Metaphor) 
Life is a roller coaster, it has ups and downs.  
Love is sunshine, it lights up the day.
Cindy is a mule and won’t change her mind. 
John is a pig, his room is always messy

