Suspenseful Writing Scoring Guide

Fifth Grade

Name _______________________
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	CCSS
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Establishing the Story

W.5.3a
	Leading paragraph uses a hook to capture the reader’s attention and makes them want to keep reading.
	Leading paragraph has a weak hook.
	A catchy beginning was attempted, but was confusing rather than catchy.
	No attempt was made to capture the reader’s attention in the first paragraph.

	
	Events of the story flow in a logical sequence.
	Most of the events flow logically, but one or two ideas may be out of sequence.
	Contains a general sense of direction, but may lack focus.
	Is difficult to follow and/or lacks focus.

	Developing the Plot

W.5.3b


	Dialogue, description, and pacing are used effectively to develop the plot.
	The plot is mostly developed, with a few parts left out
	The plot is not fully developed and is missing a few major parts.
	The plot is not fully  developed and is missing many major parts.

	
	The story is filled with suspenseful moments that keep the reader on the edge of their seat.
	The story has several suspenseful moments, but may lack an overall sense of excitement.
	The story is somewhat suspenseful, but is too predictable.
	The story has no suspenseful elements.

	Transitions

W.5.3c
	Transitional words and phrases are used effectively to help the plot flow smoothly from one idea to the next.
	Transitional words and phrases used somewhat help the plot to flow.
	Few transitional words are used.  Ideas may seem choppy or do not flow well.
	No transitional words are used.

	Word Choice

W.5.3d
	Uses descriptive words and vivid details that help the reader to visualize the setting, characters and plot, and develop the mood/tone of the story.
	Some descriptive words are used, but they lack the overall ability to set the mood/tone.
	Uses words that tend to be repetitive, imprecise, and ordinary.
	Uses words that are consistently repetitive, dull and colorless.

	Conclusion

W.5.3e
	The ending is suprising or suspenseful and leaves the reader fulfilled.
	The ending is somewhat suprising or suspenseful.
	The ending is uneventful.
	The ending is missing.

	Language

L.5.2 a-e
	Sentences lack variety in structure and are unclear
	Sentences are generally clear but lack variety in structure
	Sentences are clear and show some variety in structure
	Sentences are clear and varied in structure

	
	Contains repeated errors in grammar/usage, punctuation, capitalization, and/or spelling that may be distracting to the reader.
	Contains errors in grammar/usage, punctuation, capitalization, and/or spelling that may be distracting to the reader.
	May contain some errors in grammar/usage, punctuation, capitalization, and/or spelling that are not significantly distracting to the reader.
	Contains few errors in grammar/usage, punctuation, capitalization, and/or spelling.








