[image: ]Transition Words (Elbows) 
Adapted from lesson in Twisting Arms by Dawn DiPrince

Arms would not work very well without elbows.  They connect the top of your arm to the bottom of your arm and make everything function well together.
	Sentences and paragraphs need connections, too.  Transition words help connect thoughts and make your writing flow smoothly.  Transition words are very important to persuasive writing because you want to make a good argument that supports your opinion.  Transition words help you lead readers in you want them to go.
No transition:  There are too many stray dogs.  Animal shelters have move dogs than can they can take care of. People should adopt dogs from animal shelters and not pet stores or breeders.
[bookmark: _GoBack]With transitions:  There are too many stray dogs that are taken to animal shelters, consequently shelters have difficulty taking care of so many animals.  Therefore, people should adopt dogs from animal shelters and not pet stores or breeders.

Transition Words 
	and
	but 
	or 
	while

	although
	unlike
	however
	yet

	unless
	therefore
	in contrast
	similarly

	in other words
	to sum up
	because
	consequently

	first
	next
	last 
	sometimes

	surely
	besides
	undoubtedly
	in addition

	likewise
	furthermore
	for instance
	on the other hand




Revision 
· Read your draft to a partner.  Have your partner listen to where you can add transition words to make your writing flow and to lead your reader in the direction you want to take them.  
· Read your draft to a partner after adding transition words.  Is it easier to understand?
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