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COURSE INTRODUCTION: 
     Fourth graders will confidently navigate multiple genres of text through reading, writing, speaking and listening.  As students compare and 
draw connections between a variety of themes, subjects and life experiences through literature, poetry, and informational text, they will 
personally experience the value literacy holds in their lives. Through their interactions with various texts, students will have opportunities to 
expand their vocabulary through discussions, readings, and research.  Students will utilize technology as a communication tool to research 
information and to produce artifacts for presentation of their knowledge and findings. 

     In this document, teaching structures such as interactive writing, reading workshop, Socratic Seminar, etc. are highlighted in blue and linked 
directly to the State Literacy Plan in order to provide a more in-depth explanation 
 
 
 

 

UNIT DESCRIPTION:   

 
Show-Me Your Opinion allows students opportunities to explore facts and 
opinions as writers.  Students will have the opportunity to support their opinions 
with facts and supporting details.  The students will use informational texts to 
gather facts about famous Missourians.  They will learn to organize their research 
in a way to support their opinion of a famous Missourian.  They will use their 
knowledge of facts and opinions to construct an opinion-writing piece about a 
famous Missourian. 
 
Diverse Learners  
Strategies for meeting the needs of all learners including gifted students, English 
Language Learners (ELL) and students with disabilities can be found at 
http://www.dese.mo.gov/divimprove/curriculum/UD-Model-Curriculum-
Introduction-Sheet.pdf.  Resources based on the Universal Design for Learning 
principles are available at www.cast.org. 
Provide Feedback 

SUGGESTED UNIT TIMELINE:  4-6 weeks                                    

CLASS PERIOD (min.):  45-60 minutes/daily 

http://www.dese.mo.gov/divimprove/curriculum/UD-Model-Curriculum-Introduction-Sheet.pdf�
http://www.dese.mo.gov/divimprove/curriculum/UD-Model-Curriculum-Introduction-Sheet.pdf�
http://www.cast.org/�
http://dese.mo.gov/ccr/modelcurriculum.html�


 DESE Model Curriculum  

GRADE LEVEL/UNIT TITLE:     4/Show-Me Your Opinion            Course Code: ELA 

2011     Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education  Page 2 of 12 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: 

1. How can facts be used to support opinion writing? 
2. How can research help me support my opinion on a topic? 

 

ESSENTIAL MEASURABLE LEARNING OBJECTIVES                          CCSS LEARNING GOALS 
(Anchor Standards/Clusters) 

CROSSWALK TO STANDARDS 

GLEs/CLEs PS CCSS OTHER DOK 

1. Compose an opinion piece of writing 
supported by facts and details. 

W.1: Write arguments to 
support claims in an analysis 
of substantive topics or 
texts, using valid reasoning 
and relevant and sufficient 
evidence. 

W.3.A.4.a 
W.2.A.4.a 
W.2.A.4.b 
W.2.B.4.a 
W.2.C.4.a 
W.2.C.7.e 

1.8 
2.1 

W.4.1.a 
W.4.1.b 
W.4.1.c 
W.4.1.d 

 3 
2 

2. State an opinion, provide supporting 
reasons, use transition words, and provide a 
conclusion in a piece of writing. 

W.4: Produce clear and 
coherent writing in which 
the development, 
organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience 

W.2.A.4.a 
W.2.A.4.b 

2.1 W.4.4  3 

3. Plan, revise, edit, and publish an opinion 
piece of writing.  

W.5: Develop and 
strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, 
or trying a new approach. 

W.1.A.4.a 
W.1.A.4.b  
W.1.A.4.c  
W.1.A.4.d  
W.1.A.4.e 

1.8  
2.1 
2.2 

W.4.5  3 

4. Research the life, significance, and 
contributions of a famous Missourian. 

W.7:  Conduct short as well 
as more sustained research 
projects based on focused 
questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject 
under investigation. 

W.3.A.4.a 1.1 
1.4 
2.2 
1.2 
1.6 
1.8 

W.4.7  3 
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2.1 

5. Gather information about the life, 
significance, and contributions of a famous 
Missourian 

W.8: Gather relevant 
information from multiple 
print and digital sources, 
assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source, and 
integrate the information 
while avoiding plagiarism. 

 1.2 
1.4 
1.8  
2.1 
2.7 
4.4 
4.7 

W.4.8 
 

  

6. Support an opinion with facts and details 
from an informational text. 

W.9: Draw evidence from 
literary or informational 
texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research 

W.3.A.4.a 
W.3.A.4.b 

1.8 
 2.1 

W.4.9  3 

7. Write an opinion piece. W.10:  Write routinely over 
extended time frames (time 
for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 

W.1.A.4.a 
W.1.A.4.b 
W.1.A.4.c 
W.1.A.4.d 
W.1.A.4.e 
W.2.A.4.a 
W.2.A.4.b 
W.3.A.4.a 

1.8 
2.1 
2.2 

 

W.4.10  3 

8. Make and state an opinion based on 
information read in an informational text. 

R.1:  Read closely to 
determine what the text 
says explicitly and to make 
logical inferences from it; 
cite specific textual evidence 
when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn 
from the text. 

R.1.H.4.b 
R.3.C.4.i 

1.5 
1.6 
3.5 
2.4 
3.1 
3.4 
3.5 
3.6 
3.7 
3.8 

RI.4.1  3 
2 

9. Read and comprehend literary and 
informational text appropriate for fourth 

R.10:  Read and comprehend 
complex literary and 

R.1.D.4.a 
R.1.D.4.b 

1.5 
1.6  

RI.4.10  1 
3 
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grade. informational texts 
independently and 
proficiently 

R.1.H.4.a 3.5 

10. Show support of an opinion using reasons 
and evidence from an informational text. 

SL.1:  Prepare for and 
participate effectively in a 
range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse 
partners, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their 
own clearly and persuasively 

R.1.H.4.b 1.5  
1.6  
3.5 

 

SL.4.1.d  3 

11. Present information on a topic with 
supporting details.   

SL.4:  Present information, 
findings, and supporting 
evidence such that listeners 
can follow the line of 
reasoning and the 
organization, development, 
and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience 

R.1.H.4.d 1.5 
1.6 
3.5 

SL.4.4  3 

12. Write in complete sentences. L.1:  Demonstrate command 
of the conventions of 
standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or 
speaking 

W.2.C.4.b 
W.1.A.4.c 

 
2.1 
1.8 
2.1 
2.2 

L.4.1.f 
 

 

 2 
3 

13. Use correct capitalization. 
 

L.2:  Demonstrate command 
of the conventions of 
standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling when writing 

W.2.E.4.a 
W.2.E.4.e 

2.2 L.4.2.a 
L.4.2.d 

 1 

14. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly. L.2:  Demonstrate command 
of the conventions of 
standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling when writing 

W.2.E.4.a 
W.2.E.4.e 

 
2.2 

L.4.2.a 
L.4.2.d 

 1 
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15. Use words and phrases to link opinions and 
reasons.   

 

L.3:  Apply knowledge of 
language to understand how 
language functions in 
different contexts, to make 
effective choices for 
meaning or style, and to 
comprehend more fully 
when reading or listening. 

W.2.D.4.a  
2.1 

L.4.3.a  2 

16. Signal facts and opinions using grade 
appropriate words and phrases. 

L.6:  Acquire and use 
accurately a range of general 
academic and domain-
specific words and phrases 
sufficient for reading, 
writing, speaking, and 
listening at the college and 
career readiness level; 
demonstrate independence 
in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when 
encountering an unknown 
term important to 
comprehension or 
expression. 

W.2.D.4.a  
2.1 

L.4.6  2 

ASSESSMENT DESCRIPTIONS*:  (Write a brief overview here. Identify Formative/Summative.  Actual assessments will be accessed by a link to PDF file or Word doc. )    

ASSESSMENT DESCRIPTIONS*: Formative Assessment--On Demand Opinion Writing Assessment 
• Students will be read aloud an informational text (Show-Me Opinion Article Mascot Fight).  They will also have a copy of the article or 

text to refer to as needed.  The students will use the information from the text to write an opinion piece of writing. 
o Print Resource:  Formative 1_Show-Me Opinion Article Mascot Fight 
o On Demand Prompt:  State your opinion about using American Indians as mascots and support your opinion with reasons and 

supporting details. (Students will use the Show-Me Opinion Writing Checklist as a guide) 
• Students will be evaluated using the Show-Me Opinion Writing Checklist 

o Print Resource: Formative 2_Show-Me Opinion Writing Checklist 
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ASSESSMENT DESCRIPTIONS*: Summative Assessment—Opinion Writing Piece 
• Students will use research and information from an informational text on a famous Missourian to compose an opinion piece of writing.  

They will state their opinion regarding a specific famous Missourian and support their opinion with reasons and supporting details. 
• Students will be evaluated using the Show-Me Opinion Writing Checklist 

o Print Resource: Summative 1_Show-Me Opinion Writing Checklist 
 

*Attach Unit Summative Assessment, including Scoring Guides/Scoring Keys/Alignment Codes and DOK Levels for all items.  Label each 
assessment according to the unit descriptions above ( i.e., Grade Level/Course Title/Course Code, Unit #.) 

Obj. # INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES (research-based): (Teacher Methods)  

4 
5 
6 
8 

10 
 

1. Mini-Lesson:  Can two authors have a different opinion on the same subject?  When authors have differing opinions, they have 
different viewpoints.  The teacher will lead the students in a discussion of author’s viewpoint.  Author’s viewpoint can be defined as 
an author’s feelings or beliefs reflected in their story.  The teacher can divide the class into four groups and distribute the graphic 
organizer and articles found in Show-Me Author’s Viewpoint.  Each group will read an article and determine the author’s viewpoint.  
They will also provide clues from the article that support the author’s viewpoint.  As an extension, students can give their opinion 
of the topic and support their opinion with reasons as a shared writing or independent writing activity. 
• Unit Material:  

o Instructional Strategy 1_Show-Me Author’s Viewpoint 
• Technology Resource: 

o Author’s Point of View 
 http://www.studyzone.org/testprep/ela4/o/authorsviewpointl.cfm 

4 
5 
6 
8 

10 
 

2. Mini-Lesson:  The teacher can use the video resource below to help students understand that author’s can have differing opinions 
on a topic even when they support their opinion with the same facts and details.  
• Technology Resource: 

o Discovery Education—Discovering Language Arts:  Primary: Non-Fiction:  Point of View 
 http://player.discoveryeducation.com/?guidAssetId=90440c10-22a9-43ab-9f8b-1d6e49053b9e 

4 
5 
6 
8 

10 

3. Shared Reading:  The teacher will read aloud and display “Casey at the Bat” by Ernest Lawrence Thayer.  The students will assist the 
teacher in identifying the author’s opinions as well as the facts that support the opinions.  The opinions may be circled or 
highlighted while the facts can be underlined or highlighted in a different color. 

• Unit Material:  
o  Instructional Strategy 3_Show-Me Text Exemplar Casey at the Bat 

http://www.studyzone.org/testprep/ela4/o/authorsviewpointl.cfm�
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/?guidAssetId=90440c10-22a9-43ab-9f8b-1d6e49053b9e�
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 • Technology Resources: 
o Casey at the Bat—Read by James Earl Jones 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-2lXQQcXb8 
o Casey at the Bat—Baseball Almanac 

 http://www.baseball-almanac.com/poetry/po_case.shtml 
4 
5 
6 
8 

10 
 

4. Guided Practice:  The teacher will explain that opinions must be supported with reasons and supporting facts.  The teacher will 
select an informational text or article on a famous Missourian.  The teacher may choose to read this book or article aloud to the 
class.  As the text is read aloud, the students will help the teacher record facts about the famous Missourian using the Show-Me 
Fact and Opinion Thinkmark.  The teacher will state an opinion regarding the famous Missourian and reasons to support the 
opinion.  The teacher can then use the facts collected to support the reasons for the opinion as a modeled writing. 

• Unit Material:  
o  Instructional Strategy 4_Show-Me Concept Map  
o Instructional Strategy 4_Show-Me Fact and Opinion Thinkmark 

4 
5 
6 
8 

10 
 

5. Guided Practice: Opinions must be supported with reasons and examples.  The teacher will read the students an article about a 
famous Missourian.  The teacher will model writing by stating an opinion about the famous Missourian and supporting the opinion 
with reasons and examples using the Show-Me Oreo Graphic Organizer. 
• Unit Material:   

o Instructional Strategy 5_Show-Me Oreo Graphic Organizer 
• Technology Resource:   

• Missouri Kids!  Office of the Secretary of State:  Some Famous Missourians 
o http://sos.mo.gov/Kids/history/famousmissourians.asp 

1 
2 
3 
7 

11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

6. Mini-Lessons:  The teacher will use mini-lessons to teach students how to organize an opinion piece of writing.  These topics will 
include:   
• Introducing a topic 
• Stating an opinion 
• Providing reasons supported by facts and details 
• Providing a concluding statement related to the opinion 
• Revising an opinion piece  
• Editing an opinion piece 
• Linking opinions using words and phrases.   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-2lXQQcXb8�
http://www.baseball-almanac.com/poetry/po_case.shtml�
http://sos.mo.gov/Kids/history/famousmissourians.asp�
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1 
2 
3 
7 

11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

7. Guided Practice:  The teacher will demonstrate how to construct an opinion writing piece through modeled writing.  The Show-Me 
Concept Map and Show-Me Oreo Graphic Organizer can be used to show students how to plan their writing using a graphic 
organizer and transform that plan into a piece of writing.  The teacher will model the steps of the writing process:  pre-writing, 
drafting, revising, editing, and publishing. 
• Unit Materials:   

o Instructional Strategy 7_Show-Me Concept Map  
o Instructional Strategy 7_Show-Me Oreo Graphic Organizer 

1 
2 
3 
7 

11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

8. Writing Conferences:  The teacher will use individual writing conferences to assist children in the writing process.  The teacher will 
use a variety of checklists to assist in conferencing points.  (See unit materials below.) 
• Unit Materials:   

o Instructional Strategy 8_Show-Me Opinion Writing Checklist  
o Instructional Strategy 8_Show-Me Language Checklist 
o Instructional Strategy 8_Show-Me Opinion Writing Revising and Editing Checklist 

Obj. INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES: (What Students Do) 

4 
5 
6 
8 

10 
 

1. Mini-Lesson: The students will participate in a discussion of author’s viewpoint. Students will work in groups to read an article and 
determine the author’s viewpoint.  They will also provide clues from the article that support the author’s viewpoint.  As an 
extension, students can give their opinion of the topic and support their opinion with reasons as a shared writing or independent 
writing activity. 

4 
5 
6 
8 

10 

2. Mini-Lesson:  Students will watch a video in order to learn how opinions are supported with facts and details.  Students can use 
writing journals to record the opinions of two different authors and the facts that support their opinions. 
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4 
5 
6 
8 

10 
 

3. Shared Reading: The students will assist the teacher in identifying the author’s opinions as well as the facts that support the 
opinions.  The opinions may be circled or highlighted while the facts can be underlined or highlighted in a different color. 

4 
5 
6 
8 

10 
 

4. Guided Practice:  Students will select an informational text or article on a famous Missourian.  They will read the book 
independently.  As they read, they will record facts about the famous Missourian on the Show-Me Fact and Opinion Thinkmark.  
The student will state their opinion regarding the famous Missourian and reasons to support their opinion.  The facts they collected 
can then be used to support their reasons for their opinion. 

• Unit Material:   
o Instructional Activity 4_Show-Me Concept Map, 
o Instructional Activity 4_Show-Me Fact and Opinion Thinkmark 

4 
5 
6 
8 

10 
 

5. Guided Practice:  Students will select a famous Missourian article to read from the “Missouri Kids!” Office of the Secretary of the 
State website (http://sos.mo.gov/Kids/history/famousmissourians.asp).  They will use the Show-Me Oreo Graphic Organizer to 
state their opinion, provide two reasons for having the opinion, give two examples to support their opinion, and restate their 
opinion. 

• Unit Material:   
o Instructional Activity 5_Show-Me Oreo Graphic Organizer 

• Technology Resource: 
o Missouri Kids!  Office of the Secretary of State:  Some Famous Missourians 

 http://sos.mo.gov/Kids/history/famousmissourians.asp 
• Accommodation:  Students who need accommodations with writing may complete the activity orally or using a scribe. 

1 
2 
3 
7 

11 
12 
13 

6. Mini-Lesson:  Students will participate in discussions of how to organize an opinion piece of writing.  Students will assist the teacher 
in creating anchor charts for specific topics.  The students will also use mentor texts to see models of opinion writing.   

http://sos.mo.gov/Kids/history/famousmissourians.asp�
http://sos.mo.gov/Kids/history/famousmissourians.asp�
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14 
15 
16 
1 
2 
3 
7 

11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

7. Guided Practice: 
o Prewriting:  Students will have collected information about a famous Missourian using the Show-Me Concept Map and the 

Show-Me Oreo Graphic Organizer. 
• Unit Material:  

o  Instructional Activity 7_Show-Me Concept Map and  
o Instructional Activity 7_Show-Me Oreo Graphic Organizer 

o Drafting:  Students will use the research and information from pre-writing and begin composing a draft.  They will compose an 
opinion writing piece by: 
• Introducing their famous Missourian 
• Stating an opinion about the famous Missourian  
• Supporting the opinion with reasons, facts and details. 
• Provide a concluding statement related to the opinion stated. 

o Revising:  Students will revise their opinion piece draft.  They will revise their draft independently, with a peer, and with the 
teacher if time allows using the Show-Me Opinion Writing Revising and Editing Checklist 
• Unit Material:   

o Instructional Activity 7_Show-Me Opinion Writing Revising and Editing Checklist 
o Editing:  Students will edit their opinion piece draft for complete sentences, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and spelling.  

They will edit their draft independently, with a peer, and with the teacher if time allows using the Show-Me Opinion Writing 
Revising and Editing Checklist.  Students may also wish to use the Show-Me Language Checklist as they edit. 
• Unit Material:  

o  Instructional Activity 7_Show-Me Opinion Writing Revising and Editing Checklist 
o Instructional Activity 7_Show-Me Language Checklist 

o Publishing:  Students will publish their opinion writing piece.  The teacher will use the Show-Me Opinion Writing Checklist to 
evaluate the published opinion writing piece. 
• Unit Material:   

o Instructional Activity 7_Show-Me Opinion Writing Checklist 
o Writer’s Celebration:  Students can share and present their famous Missourian opinion piece.  Online publishing, class 

presentations, hallway displays, author’s chair, or a variety of other ways may do this.  
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1 
2 
3 
7 

11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

8. Writing Conferences:  Students will work independently on an opinion piece.  They will follow the steps of the writing process.  
Students will conference with the teacher, as needed focusing on the traits of good writing and the components of opinion writing. 

UNIT RESOURCES: (include internet addresses for linking) 

Instructional Resources 
• Nonfiction Craft Lessons:  Teaching Information Writing K-8 by JoAnn Portalupi and Ralph Fletcher.  Stenhouse Publishers. 2001. 

o p.56 Focusing on the One 
o p.62 Using Supporting Details and Examples 
o p.64 Using Commas to List Multiple Facts 
o p.69 Selecting Fascinating Facts 
o p.101 Establishing the Significance of a Fact 
o p.102 Listing Pros and Cons of an Argument 
o p.103 Airing the Opposing Point of View 

 
Famous Missourian Informational Texts 

• The Story of George Washington Carver by Eva Moore 
• George Washington Carver:  Teacher, Scientist, and Inventor  by Lori Mortensen 
• George Washington Carver:  A Life of Devotion by Robin Nelson 
• Josephine Baker:  Entertainer by Alan Schroeder 
• Harry S. Truman, the Man Who Walked with Giants by David Melton 
• Joseph Pulitzer and the Story Behind the Pulitzer Prize by Susan Zannos 
• Laura Ingalls Wilder by Mae Woods 
• Edwin Hubble by Fiona MacDonald 
• Langston Hughes:  Great American Poet by Patricia McKissack 
• Jesse James:  Legendary Outlaw by Roger Bruns 
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• Scott Joplin:  The King of Ragtime by C. Ogbu Sabir 
• Sad-Face Clown:  Emmett Kelly by J.L. Wilkerson 
• Kit Carson:  Mountain Man by Tracey Boraas 
• William Clark by Elizabeth Raum 
• Samuel Clemens by Charles Michael Daugherty 
• Walt Disney by Jane Sutcliffe 
• Who was Mark Twain? by April Jones Prince 
• Mark Twain:  Young Writer by Miriam Evangeline Mason 
• Walt Disney:  Young Movie Maker by Marie Hammontree 

 

Technology Resources 
Missouri Kids!  Office of the Secretary of State:  Some Famous Missourians 

• http://sos.mo.gov/Kids/history/famousmissourians.asp 
OREO Persuasive Writing Anchor Chart and Graphic Organizer 

• http://our-cool-school.blogspot.com/2011/10/persuasive-writing-oreo.html 
Author’s Point of View 

• http://www.studyzone.org/testprep/ela4/o/authorsviewpointl.cfm 
Discovery Education—Discovering Language Arts:  Primary: Non-Fiction:  Point of View 

• http://player.discoveryeducation.com/?guidAssetId=90440c10-22a9-43ab-9f8b-1d6e49053b9e 
Casey at the Bat—Read by James Earl Jones 

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-2lXQQcXb8 
Casey at the Bat—Baseball Almanac 

• http://www.baseball-almanac.com/poetry/po_case.shtml 
 

 

http://sos.mo.gov/Kids/history/famousmissourians.asp�
http://our-cool-school.blogspot.com/2011/10/persuasive-writing-oreo.html�
http://www.studyzone.org/testprep/ela4/o/authorsviewpointl.cfm�
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/?guidAssetId=90440c10-22a9-43ab-9f8b-1d6e49053b9e�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-2lXQQcXb8�
http://www.baseball-almanac.com/poetry/po_case.shtml�

