

 DESE Model Curriculum 
GRADE LEVEL/UNIT TITLE:       4/Information Investigation			Course Code: ELA

	COURSE INTRODUCTION:
Fourth graders will confidently navigate multiple genres of text through reading, writing, speaking and listening. As students compare and draw connections between a variety of themes, subjects and life experiences through literature, poetry, and informational text, they will personally experience the value literacy holds in their lives. Through their interactions with various texts, students will have opportunities to expand their vocabulary through discussions, readings, and research. Students will utilize technology as a communication tool to research information and to produce artifacts for presentation of their knowledge and findings.

In this document, teaching structures such as interactive writing, reading workshop, Socratic Seminar, etc. are highlighted in blue and linked directly to the State Literacy Plan in order to provide a more in-depth explanation.




	UNIT DESCRIPTION: 
Students will learn how to navigate informational texts through reading and writing.  During this unit students will choose a science topic to research and report.  They will learn to use text features and reading strategies to gather information on their topic during independent and guided reading.  The information they gather will be used during writing to create an informational writing piece.  Both their reading and writing will be used at the end of the unit to create a presentation on their topic to present information.

Diverse Learners 
Strategies for meeting the needs of all learners including gifted students, English Language Learners (ELL) and students with disabilities can be found at http://www.dese.mo.gov/divimprove/curriculum/UD-Model-Curriculum-Introduction-Sheet.pdf.  Resources based on the Universal Design for Learning principles are available at www.cast.org.
Provide Feedback
	SUGGESTED UNIT TIMELINE:  4-6 weeks                                       

CLASS PERIOD (min.): 60-90 minutes/daily

	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:

1. How do authors organize information in a non-fiction text to support the reader?
2. How can readers use reading strategies to understand informational texts?
3. How do writer’s research, organize and present information?


	

	ESSENTIAL MEASURABLE LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
	
	CROSSWALK TO STANDARDS

	
	
	CA GLE
	Performance Goals
	CCSS ELA Grade Level
	CCSS ELA Anchor
	DOK

	1. Students will be able to support inferences from a text by referring to specific details and examples in an informational text.
	
	R.1.H.4.a
R.1.H.4.b
R.1.H.4.c
R.1.H.4.f
R.1.H.4.g
R.1.H.4.h
R.1.H.4.i
R.3.C.4.a
R.3.C.4.b
R.3.C.4.c
R.3.C.4.d
R.3.C.4.e
R.3.C.4.f
R.3.C.4.g
R.3.C.4.h
R.3.C.4.i
R.3.C.4.j
R.3.C.4.k
	1.5
1.6

2.4

3.1
3.4
3.5
3.6
3.7
3.8
	RI.4.1
	
	2
3

	2. Students will be able to explain information from an informational text using specific details from the text.
	
	R.3.C.4.a
R.3.C.4.b
R.3.C.4.c
R.3.C.4.d
R.3.C.4.e
R.3.C.4.f
R.3.C.4.g
R.3.C.4.h
R.3.C.4.i
R.3.C.4.j

	1.5
1.6
2.4
 
3.1
3.4 
3.5 
3.6 
3.7
3.8
	RI.4.3
	
	2

	3. Students will be able to determine the meanings of words and phrases in an informational text.
	
	R.1.E.4.a
R.1.E.4.b
R.1.E.4.c
R.1.E.4.d
	

1.5
1.6
	RI.4.4
	
	2

	4. Students will use research from multiple informational texts to write about a topic.
	
	R.1.I.4.a
	
 

1.5 
1.6
1.9
	RI.4.9
	
	3

	5. Students will write an informative/explanatory text.

	
	W.3.A.4.a
	
1.8
2.1
	W.4.2
	
	3

	6. Students will be able to introduce a topic, group related information in paragraphs and sections, and provide non-fiction features in their writing to convey information to a reader.


	
	W.2.A.4.a
W.2.A.4.b
W.2.C.4.b
	
2.1

	W.4.2.a
	
	2
3

	7. Students will be able to develop a topic with a variety of facts, definitions, details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic.

	
	W.2.B.4.a
W.2.B.4.b
	
2.1
	W.4.2.b
	
	3

	8. Students will be able to use linking words and phrases in their writing.

	
	W.2.C.7.e
	
2.1
	W.4.2.c
	
	3

	9. Students will be able to use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

	
	W.2.D.4.a
W.2.D.4.b
	
2.1
	W.4.2.d
	
	2

	10. Students will provide a concluding statement in their informative/explanatory writing.

	
	W.2.C.4.b
	
2.1
	W.4.2.e
	
	2

	11. Students will be able to paraphrase.


	
	R.1.H.4.h
	

 1.5 1.6
3.5
	SL.4.2
	
	3

	12. Students will be able to add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations.
	
	
	1.4
1.8
2.1
2.4
	SL.4.5
	
	

	13. Students will be able to communicate in formal and informal English when appropriate.
	
	
	
	SL.4.6
L.4.3.c
	
	

	14. Students will use conventions of grammar correctly in speaking and writing. 
	
	W.2.E.2.d
W.2.E.3.d
W.2.E.3.d


	
2.2
	L.4.1.a
L.4.1.b
L.4.1.c
L.4.1.d
L.4.1.e
L.4.1.g
	
	1

	15. Students will use correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
	
	W.2.E.5.b
	
2.2
	L.4.2.c
	
	1

	16. Students will use reading strategies to clarify and determine the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases.

	
	R.1.E.4.c
R.1.E.4.a
R.1.E.4.d
	
 
1.5 1.6
	L.4.4.a
L.4.4.b
L.4.4.c
	
	2

	17. Students will demonstrate understanding of synonyms and antonyms.

	
	R.1.E.4.b
	

1.5 1.6
	L.4.5.c
	
	2

	18. Know and apply word analysis and decoding skills.
	
	R.1.C.4
R.1.D.4.a
R.1.E.4.a
R.1.E.4.b
R.1.E.4.c
R.1.E.4.d
	

1.6
1.5
	RF.4.3.a
	
	2
1

	19. Read with accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.
	
	R.1.D.4.a
R.1.D.4.b
R.1.C.4
	

1.5
1.6
	RF.4.4.a
RF.4.4.b
RF.4.4.c
	
	1
2

	ASSESSMENT DESCRIPTIONS*:  (Write a brief overview here. Identify Formative/Summative.  Actual assessments will be accessed by a link to PDF file or Word doc. )   

ASSESSMENT DESCRIPTIONS*:  Formative Assessment 1—On-Demand Informational Writing Assessment (W.4.2, L.4.1, L.4.2, DOK1, DOK2, DOK3)
· The day before giving the “On-Demand Informational Writing Assessment” have students think of a topic that they’ve studied or know.  They may bring information from a book or another source the next day to complete the assessment.
· On the day of the assessment, provide students one hour to write an informational text that teaches others interesting and important information and ideas about a topic. 
· Unit Resource:  Formative Assessment 1_On-Demand Informational Writing Assessment Checklist

ASSESSMENT DESCRIPTIONS*:  Formative Assessment 2—Teacher Observation of Reading (RI.4.1, RI.4.3, RI4.4, RI4.9,RF4.3, RF4.4, DOK1, DOK2)
· What are students learning in regards to text features of informational text?
· Teacher Conferencing
· Anecdotal Records
· Unit Resource:  Formative Assessment 2_Reader’s Workshop Conference Form.docx

ASSESSMENT DESCRIPTIONS*:  Summative Assessment 1—Informational Writing Assessment (W.4.2, L.4.1, L.4.2, DOK1, DOK2, DOK3)

· During this unit, students will be going through the writing process for informational writing.  
· Students will choose a topic to research throughout this unit of study.  
· Students will be evaluated using the Informational Writing Checklist when they have completed all the steps of the writing process:  Prewriting, Drafting, Revising, Editing, and Publishing
· Unit Resource:  Summative Assessment 1_Informational Writing Checklist.docx

ASSESSMENT DESCRIPTIONS*:  Summative Assessment 2—Independent Reading (RI.4.1, RI.4.3, RI4.4, RI4.9,RF4.3, RF4.4, DOK1, DOK2)
· Students will read informational texts at their instructional and independent reading levels.
· The teacher will complete a running record, retelling, and comprehension questions using an in book assessment. 
· Unit Resource:  Summative Assessment 2_Retell Rubric.docx, Summative Assessment 2_In Book Assessment.pdf

	Obj. #
	INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES (research-based): (Teacher Methods)

	1
2
3
4
18
19
	1. Strategies for Reading Informational Text
· Mini-Lessons:  The teacher will provide direct instruction through 5-10 minute mini-lessons.  The teacher will model various strategies for reading informational texts using informational articles and informational texts on a specific topic.  The teacher will choose a science topic such as “Wolves” to model reading strategies.  An extensive list of informational texts and articles can be found below on the resources.  These mini-lessons may include a specific focus on:  
· Inferring and Supporting with Evidence; 
· Asking Questions; 
· Summarizing Text; 
· Recognizing and Explaining Cause-and-Effect Relationships; 
· Interesting Words;
· Using Context Clues to Determine Meaning; and 
· Using Word Parts to Determine Meaning.
· Read Alouds:  The teacher will allow time during reading instruction to read aloud to students.  During this time, the teacher can use close reading activities to ask specific questions that require specific details from the informational text.  The teacher should choose read aloud books that will support the topic they choose to model for students in their mini-lessons.
· Reading Conferences: During student’s independent reading, teachers will conference with individual students.  This time will be used to discuss the books students are choosing to read on their independent reading level.  The books should focus on specific science topic.  The conferences will focus on locating specific information on their topic.  Students will be encouraged to take notes on a specific topic as they read.  Graphic organizers listed below in the unit materials will assist students in collecting and organzing information on their topic.
· Guided Reading:  The teacher will work with students in small groups.  During this time the students will read informational texts on their instructional reading level.  The teacher will guide them as they work on reading strategies for before, during, and after reading.
· Unit Materials:
· Instructional Strategy 1_Information Investigation Inferences
· Instructional Strategy 1_Information Investigation Summary Outline
· Instructional Strategy 1_Information Investigation Notetaking
· Instructional Strategy 1_Information Investigation Word Collector Interesting Words
· Instructional Strategy 1_Information Investigation Cause and Effect
· Instructional Strategy 1_Information Investigation KWLH

	5
6
7
8
9
10
	2. Strategies for Informative/Expository Writing 
· Mini-Lessons:  The teacher will provide direct instruction through 10-15 minute mini-lessons.  
· Informational writing mini-Lessons may include:
· Introducing a topic
· Paragraphing
· Non-Fiction Features—Headings, Illustrations
· Developing an informational topic
· Supporting a topic with facts
· Supporting a topic with definitions
· Supporting a topic with concrete details
· Supporting a topic with quotations
· Supporting ideas with examples
· Linking ideas using words or phrases
· Supporting a topic using precise language and vocabulary 
· Providing a concluding statement or section
· Shared Writing: The teacher and students compose text together.  Both the teacher and students contribute their thoughts and ideas to the process, while the teacher acts as scribe, writing the text as it is composed.
· Modeled Writing:  The teacher demonstrates the writing process of an informational text for the students.  The following lessons may be modeled for the students:
· Note taking; 
· Researching a topic; 
· Organizing ideas; 
· Planning; 
· Revising; 
· Editing; and 
· Publishing.
· Writing Conferences:  The teacher will work with students individually or in small groups.  This time will be used to help students throughout the writing process. 

	13
14
15
16
17

	3. Language Mini-Lessons:  The teacher will use mini-lessons to teach students how to revise and edit their writing for correct grammar, language, and writing skills.  These topics will include:
· Pronouns
· Verb Tense
· Auxiliaries
· Adjectives
· Prepositional Phrases
· Homophones
· Capitalization
· Punctuation
· Spelling
· Synonyms
· Antonyms

	11
12
13
13
	4. Presenting Information:  The teacher will use mini-lessons to teach students how to present information they have researched about a topic.  The mini-lessons will include:
· Paraphrasing information
· Presenting information visually—images, diagrams, etc.
· Creating headings for visual displays
· Oral speaking skills

The research can be presented in a variety of ways.  Below are some suggested sites for presenting information on a topic:
· Knovio—http://www.knovio.com/
· Upload powerpoint or images.  Video record students while the images or slides scroll.
· Thinglink--http://www.thinglink.com/
· Upload images and make them interactive with online links.
· Google Presentations—http://www.google.com
· Create online collaborative presentations
· Powerpoint or Keynote
· Create slides with images, sounds, diagrams, etc.
· Slide Rocket--http://www.sliderocket.com/
· Upload images or slides.  Record audio and voiceovers for slideshows.
· Edcanvas—http://www.edcanvas.com
· Upload images, video, files, etc.  Allow others to comment and add voice comments on a topic.

	Obj. #
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES: (What Students Do)

	1
2
3
4
18
19
	1. Strategies for Reading Informational Text
· Mini-Lessons:  Students will participate in mini-lessons using comprehension strategies and vocabulary strategies.
· Read Alouds:  Students will listen to informational texts.  Students will respond to questions and locate specific details and information to support their answers.
· Reading Conferences:  Students will read at their independent reading level within the grade level text complexity band.  
· Guided Reading:  Students will read with support at their instructional reading level within the grade level text complexity band. 
· Independent Reading:  Students will choose an informational science topic on their independent reading level.  They will use the book to gather information using the graphic organizers that were modeled for them during mini-lessons.
· Unit Materials
· Instructional Activity 1_Information Investigation Inferences.docx
· Instructional Activity 1_Information Investigation Summary Outline.docx
· Instructional Activity 1_Information Investigation Notetaking.docx
· Instructional Activity 1_Information Investigation Word Collector Interesting Words.docx
· Instructional Activity 1_Information Investigation Cause and Effect.docx
· Instructional Activity 1_Information Investigation KWLH.docx

	5
6
7
8
9
10
	2.   Strategies for Informative/Explanatory Writing
· Mini-Lessons:  The students will participate in mini-lessons.  The lessons will assist them in composing an informational/explanatory piece of writing.
· Shared Writing: The teacher and students compose text together.  Both the teacher and students contribute their thoughts and ideas to the writing process.
· Modeled Writing:  Students observe the teacher demonstrate the writing process.
· Writing Conferences:  Students will work on writing an informational/explanatory writing piece.  They will choose an animal to research.  They will spend time composing an informational text over several weeks that includes:
· Introducing a topic
· Paragraphing
· Non-Fiction Features—Headings, Illustrations
· Developing an informational topic
· Supporting a topic with facts
· Supporting a topic with definitions
· Supporting a topic with concrete details
· Supporting a topic with quotations
· Supporting ideas with examples
· Linking ideas using words or phrases
· Supporting a topic using precise language and vocabulary 
· Providing a concluding statement or section

	13
14
15
16
17

	3.  Language Mini-Lessons
· The students will participate in language mini-lessons.
· During writing conferences the teacher and student will discuss how conventions, grammar, and capitalization will be used correctly in their informational writing.

	11
12
	4.  Presenting Information:  Students will paraphrase their information and present the information they have researched during this unit.  The presentations will include visual displays and audio recordings.  Below are a list of suggested tools:
· Knovio—http://www.knovio.com/
· Upload powerpoint or images.  Video record students while the images or slides scroll.
· Thinglink--http://www.thinglink.com/
· Upload images and make them interactive with online links.
· Google Presentations—http://www.google.com
· Create online collaborative presentations
· Powerpoint or Keynote
· Create slides with images, sounds, diagrams, etc.
· Slide Rocket--http://www.sliderocket.com/
· Upload images or slides.  Record audio and voiceovers for slideshows.
· Edcanvas—http://www.edcanvas.com
· Upload images, video, files, etc.  Allow others to comment and add voice comments on a topic.


	UNIT RESOURCES: (include internet addresses for linking)

Unit Materials
· Formative 1_On-Demand Informational Writing Checklist.docx
· Formative 2_Reader’s Workshop Conference Fomr.docx
· Summative 1_Informational Writing Checklist.docx
· Summative 2_Retell Rubric.docx
· Summative 2_In Book Assessment.pdf
· Instructional Activity 1_Information Investigation Inferences.docx
· Instructional Activity 1_Information Investigation Summary Outline.docx
· Instructional Activity 1_Information Investigation Notetaking.docx
· Instructional Activity 1_Information Investigation Word Collector Interesting Words.docx
· Instructional Activity 1_Information Investigation Cause and Effect.docx
· Instructional Activity 1_Information Investigation KWLH.docx
· Instructional Strategy 1_Information Investigation Inferences.docx
· Instructional Strategy 1_Information Investigation Summary Outline.docx
· Instructional Strategy 1_Information Investigation Notetaking.docx
· Instructional Strategy 1_Information Investigation Word Collector Interesting Words.docx
· Instructional Strategy 1_Information Investigation Cause and Effect.docx
· Instructional Strategy 1_Information Investigation KWLH.docx


Informational Books
· Berger, Melvin.  Splash!  A Book About Whales and Dolphins
· Berger, Melvin.  Dive!  A Book of Deep-Sea Creatures
· Berger, Melvin.  Snap!  A Book About Alligators and Crocodiles
· Berger, Melvin.  Sharks and Other Wild Water Animals
· Gibbons, Gail.  Honey Makers
· Gibbons, Gail.  Spiders
· Gibbons, Gail.  Penguins!
· Gibbons, Gail.  Horses
· Gibbons, Gail.  Soaring with the Wind
· Gibbons, Gail.  Sharks
· Gibbons, Gail.  Gulls . . . Gulls . . . Gulls
· Gibbons, Gail.  Giant Pandas
· Gibbons, Gail.  Sea Turtles
· Gibbons, Gail.  Gorillas
· Gibbons, Gail.  Wolves
· Gibbons, Gail.  Whales
· Gibbons, Gail.  Ducks
· Gibbons, Gail.  Alligators and Crocodiles
· Gibbons, Gail.  Bats
· Gibbons, Gail.  Owls
· Gibbons, Gail.  Snakes
· Lauber, Patricia.  Earthworms
· Lauber, Patricia.  Great Whales:  The Gentle Giants
· Lauber, Patricia.  The True-or-False Book of Horses
· Lauber, Patricia.  Fur, Feathers, and Flippers
· Lauber, Patricia.  An Octopus is Amazing
· Lauber, Patricia.  Snakes are Hunters
· Simon, Seymour.  Horses
· Simon, Seymour. Gorillas
· Simon, Seymour.  Animals Nobody Loves
· Simon, Seymour.  Crocodiles and Alligators
· Simon, Seymour.  Giant Snakes
· Simon, Seymour.  Big Cats
· Simon, Seymour.  Penguins
· Simon, Seymour.  Sharks
· Simon, Seymour.  Snakes
· Simon, Seymour.  Spiders
· Simon, Seymour.  Whales
· Simon, Seymour.  Wild Animals
· Simon, Seymour.  Wolves
· Simon, Seymour.  They Swim the Seas:  The Mystery of Animal Migration

Research Tools
Pebble Go
· http://www.pebblego.com
Britannica School Edition
· http://www.school.eb.com/elementary
Brain Pop Jr.
· http://www.brainpop.com/science/diversityoflife/
Google Safe Search
· http://www.safesearchkids.com/

Informational Reading Passages
They’re Back 
· http://www.readworks.org/passages/theyre-back
How to Spy on Sharks 
· http://www.readworks.org/passages/how-spy-sharks
Under the Sea 
· http://www.readworks.org/passages/under-sea
Panthers in Peril 
· http://www.readworks.org/passages/panthers-peril
A Small Life 
· http://www.readworks.org/passages/small-life
Hard Times for Honeybees 
· http://www.readworks.org/passages/hard-times-honeybees
Monster of the North 
· http://www.readworks.org/passages/monster-north
From Pet to Threat 
· http://www.readworks.org/passages/pet-threat
Spiders and a Balanced Diet 
· http://www.readworks.org/passages/spiders-and-balanced-diet
Follow That Koala! 
· http://www.readworks.org/passages/follow-koala
Creepy Cave Crawlers 
· http://www.readworks.org/passages/creepy-cave-crawlers-0
Animal Instinct 
· http://www.readworks.org/passages/animal-instinct
Dead Zone 
· http://www.readworks.org/passages/dead-zone
Frogs at Risk 
· http://www.readworks.org/passages/frogs-risk

Presentation Tools
· Knovio—http://www.knovio.com/
· Upload powerpoint or images.  Video record students while the images or slides scroll.
· Thinglink--http://www.thinglink.com/
· Upload images and make them interactive with online links.
· Google Presentations—http://www.google.com
· Create online collaborative presentations
· Powerpoint or Keynote
· Create slides with images, sounds, diagrams, etc.
· Slide Rocket--http://www.sliderocket.com/
· Upload images or slides.  Record audio and voiceovers for slideshows.
· Edcanvas—http://www.edcanvas.com
· Upload images, video, files, etc.  Allow others to comment and add voice comments on a topic.

Teacher Resources
What is Shared Writing?
· http://www.readwritethink.org/professional-development/strategy-guides/shared-writing-30686.html
What is Modeled Writing?
· http://www.readwritethink.org/professional-development/strategy-guides/write-alouds-30687.html
What is Close Reading?
· http://www.mhecommoncoretoolbox.com/close-reading-and-the-ccss-part-1.html
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