 DESE Model Curriculum 
GRADE LEVEL/UNIT TITLE:  4/As a Matter of Fact!			 Course Code:  ELA
	COURSE INTRODUCTION:

Fourth graders will confidently navigate multiple genres of text through reading, writing, speaking and listening.  As students compare and draw connections between a variety of themes, subjects and life experiences through literature, poetry, and informational text, they will personally experience the value literacy holds in their lives. Through their interactions with various texts, students will have opportunities to expand their vocabulary through discussions, readings, and research.  Students will utilize technology as a communication tool to research information and to produce artifacts for presentation of their knowledge and findings.
     In this document, teaching structures such as interactive writing, reading workshop, Socratic Seminar, etc. are highlighted in blue and linked directly to the State Literacy Plan in order to provide a more in-depth explanation.



	UNIT DESCRIPTION:  
Students will learn characteristics of fact and opinion statements.  After learning about the characteristics of facts and opinions, students will work to distinguish facts from opinions in their reading.  They will learn to identify signal words as they read to help them identify facts and opinions.  They will also learn to ask questions to help them determine an author’s opinion and the facts that support their opinion.

	SUGGESTED UNIT TIMELINE:  4-6 weeks                                  
CLASS PERIOD (min.):  60-90 minutes/daily

	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:
1. How do you distinguish facts from opinions?
2. How do authors support their opinions?

	

	ESSENTIAL MEASURABLE LEARNING OBJECTIVES                        
	CCSS LEARNING GOALS (Anchor Standards/Clusters)
	CROSSWALK TO STANDARDS

	
	
	GLEs/CLEs
	PS
	CCSS
	OTHER
	DOK

	1. Identify the main idea and supporting details in an informational text.
	R.2:  Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
	R.1.H.4.b
	1.5 
1.6 
3.5
	RI.4.2
	
	3

	2. Identify words that signal facts and opinions.
	R.5:  Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
	R.3.A.4
R.3.C.4.i
	1.5 
1.6 
2.4
3.5
3.1 
3.4 
3.5 
3.6 
3.7 
3.8


	RI.4.5


	
	2

	3. Locate an author’s facts and opinions in a literary or informational text.
	R.8:  Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
	R.3.C.4.j
R.1.H.4.b
R.1.H.4.f

	1.5 
1.6 
2.4 
3.1 
3.4 
3.5 
3.6 
3.7 
3.8
	RI.4.8
	
	3

	4. Read and comprehend literary and informational text appropriate for fourth grade.
	R.10:  Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.
	R.1.D.4.a
R.1.D.4.b
R.1.H.4.a
	1.5
1.6 
3.5
	RI.4.10
	
	1
3

	5. Identify reasons and evidence that supports a person’s opinion.
	SL.3:  Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.
	
	
	SL.4.3
	
	

	ASSESSMENT DESCRIPTIONS*:  (Write a brief overview here. Identify Formative/Summative.  Actual assessments will be accessed by a link to PDF file or Word doc. )   
ASSESSMENT DESCRIPTIONS*: Formative Assessment—Show-Me Text Exemplar Performance Task
· Students will be read aloud Discovering Mars:  The Amazing Story of the Red Planet by Melvin Berger.  After listening to the informational text, students will complete the Show-Me Text Exemplar Performance Task.
· Print Resource: Formative 1_ As a Matter of Fact! Text Exemplar Performance Task

ASSESSMENT DESCRIPTIONS*: Summative Assessment--Show-Me Performance Task 
· Students will be assigned or select a grade 4 appropriate text and complete the Show-Me Performance Task.
· Print Resource:  Summative 1_ As a Matter of Fact!  Opinion Performance Task
· Accommodation:  Students not reading on grade level will use an appropriate text at their instructional or independent reading level.

*Attach Unit Summative Assessment, including Scoring Guides/Scoring Keys/Alignment Codes and DOK Levels for all items.  Label each assessment according to the unit descriptions above ( i.e., Grade Level/Course Title/Course Code, Unit #.)

	Obj.
	INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES (research-based): (Teacher Methods)

	4

	1. Mini-Lessons:  The teacher will continue teaching reading strategies, comprehension strategies, text features, and text structures through 5-10 minute mini-lessons.  These mini-lessons may include a specific focus on text structures and text features of informational text.  Comprehension strategies may include determining fact and opinion, recognizing point of view, understanding author’s purpose, locating main ideas and supporting details, and comparing and contrasting.

	4
	2. Read Alouds:  The teacher will allow time to during reading instruction to read aloud to students.  During this time, the teacher can have text talks to emphasize the author’s point of view, main ideas, and supporting details.  

	4
	3. Reading Conferences:  During student’s independent reading, teachers can conference with individual students.  This time can be used to discuss the books students are choosing to read on their independent reading level.  The conferences can focus on identify facts and opinions in books they are reading.  Students can also be encouraged to state their opinion regarding the book they are reading and support their opinion with details.  

	4
	4. Guided Reading:  The teacher will work with students in small groups.  During this time, the students will read books on their instructional reading level.   The teacher will guide them as they work on reading strategies for before, during, and after reading.

	3
	5. Mini-Lesson:  The teacher will lead the class in a discussion defining facts and opinions.  The teacher will create an anchor chart listing the characteristics of facts and the characteristics of opinions with the class.  Definitions of facts and opinions will be added to the anchor chart.  A fact is information that can be proven to be true or false.  An opinion is a personal statement of what one believes about a subject. The teacher will ask the students to generate examples of facts and examples of opinion to add to the anchor chart.
· Unit Material:  Instructional Strategy 5_ As a Matter of Fact! Fact and Opinion Characteristics

	3
	6. Guided Practice:  The teacher will lead the students through an interactive lesson and online activities distinguishing facts from opinions. The teacher will guide the students by circulating, monitoring, and asking questions while the students complete the statement swap activity.
· Online Resources:  
· SMART Exchange:  Facts and Opinions
· http://exchange.smarttech.com/details.html?id=fbbe0b4a-f3b3-41b6-8dbd-c74bb3d6ec0b
· Quia--Fact and Opinion Comprehension:  Game #1
· http://www.quia.com/jq/24723.html
· Quia--Fact and Opinion Comprehension:  Game #2
· http://www.quia.com/pop/12709.html

	3
	7. Independent Practice:  The teacher will assist students as needed while they sort facts and opinions about famous Missourians.  The teacher will also work with students in small groups as needed for those having difficulty distinguishing fact and opinion statements.

	2
	8. Mini-Lesson:   The teacher will lead the class in a discussion about signal words and phrases for facts and opinions.  The teacher will create an anchor chart listing the signal words and phrases for facts and opinions.  Fact Signal Words—true, know, and prove, never, evidence.  Opinion Signal Words—feel, think, seems, best worst, greatest, and believe.
· Unit Material:  Instructional Strategy 8_ As a Matter of Fact! Fact and Opinion Characteristics

	2
	9. Shared Reading:  The teacher will select a text that includes a variety of both fact and opinion signal words.  The teacher will display the text and read the text aloud.  After reading through the text, the teacher will reread the text looking for opinion signal words.  Opinion signal words can be circled or highlighted in a specific color.  Next, the teacher will model searching for fact signal words.  Fact signal words can be underlined or highlighted in a different color.  
· Unit Material:  Instructional Strategy 9_ As a Matter of Fact! Opinion Article—School Lunches

	2
	10. Guided Practice:  Guided Practice:  The teacher will lead the students through an interactive lesson distinguishing facts from opinions and highlighting signal words.
· Technology Resource:
· SMART Exchange:  Fact and Opinion (Highlighting Keywords)
· http://exchange.smarttech.com/details.html?id=8dccf314-94b2-40eb-8696-5724e72b4c15

	2
	11. Independent Practice: The teacher will assist the students by circulating, monitoring, and asking questions while the students complete the fact and opinion sort.  Students who are struggling with the sort may meet in a small group with the teacher for assistance.

	2
	12. Independent Reading:  The teacher will meet with students during independent reading to conference with them.  She will also assist students in small groups as needed.

	1
3
4
5
	13.  Mini-Lesson:  The teacher will begin by reviewing the definitions of fact and opinion.  After reviewing definitions, the teacher will help students make the connection that an author’s facts are the supporting details for the author’s opinion.  The students and teacher will brainstorm questions that will assist them in identifying facts and details.   They will create an anchor chart of questions with the students to determine facts and opinions.
· Unit Material:  Instructional Strategy 13_ As a Matter of Fact!  Fact and Opinion Characteristics

	1
3
4
5
	14. Read Aloud:  The teacher will read aloud an article or text that contains both facts and opinions.  At specific pre-determined points, the teacher will stop to ask questions helping students determine an author’s facts (supporting details) and opinions.  Questions may include, but not be limited to the following:
· Is this sentence a fact or an opinion?
· How does the writer feel about the subject?
· What does the author think about the subject?
· Which facts does a writer use to defend an opinion?
· Which of the following is not true?
· Which of the following is not a fact?
(Source:  www.readworks.org)

	1
3
4
5
	15. Shared Reading:  Before reading, the teacher will create a chart with two columns labeled “Facts About the Topic” and “Opinions About the Topic”.  The teacher will explain that the students will be listening to find facts and opinions in the text.  The teacher will read aloud an article or text to the students stopping in several places to chart the facts and opinions that students hear.
· Unit Material:  Instructional Strategy 15_ As a Matter of Fact! Facts and Opinions Graphic Organizer

	1
3
4
5
	16. Independent Practice: The teacher will confer with students as they read independently.  The teacher will assist students as needed in recording facts and opinions.  Students having difficulty can meet with the teacher in small groups

	Obj.
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES: (What Students Do)

	4
	1. Mini-Lessons:  Students will participate in mini-lessons using comprehension strategies, asking, and answering questions.

	4
	2. Read Alouds:  Students will listen to literary and informational texts read aloud.

	4
	3. Reading Conferences:  Students will read at their independent reading level within the grade level text complexity band.

	4
	4. Guided Reading:  Students will read with support at their instructional reading level within the grade level text complexity band.

	3
	5. Mini-Lesson:  The students will assist the teacher in defining facts and opinions.  They will work together to create an anchor chart with characteristics of facts and characteristics of opinions.  

	3
	6. Guided Practice:  Students will work with the teacher to distinguish facts from opinions using interactive lessons and online activities.  Students will participate in a statement swap.  They will use an index card to write one fact or one opinion statement. (e.g.  Missouri’s state tree is the dogwood tree.  The dogwood tree is beautiful.)   When students have finished writing a statement, they will mix around the room, find a partner, each partner will share the statement, the partner will decide if it is a fact or opinion, partners will trade cards, repeat this until time is called by the teacher.  

	3
	7. Independent Practice:  Students complete a fact and opinion statement sort by reading the printed statements about six famous Missourians.  They will determine if the statement is a fact or opinion and sort it into the correct column.  This activity may be completed as independent practice or as a cooperative learning structure.
· Unit Material:  Instructional Activity 7_ As a Matter of Fact! Fact and Opinion Statements

	2
	8. Mini-Lesson:  The students will participate in discussing signal words and phrases for facts and opinions.  They will assist the teacher in creating an anchor chart listing signal words and phrases for facts and opinions.

	2
	9. Shared Reading:  The students will read along with the teacher as the text is displayed.  They will assist the teacher in locating fact and opinion signal words.

	2
	10. Guided Practice:  The students will participate in interactive lessons distinguishing facts from opinions.  They will also assist the teacher in highlighting signal words.

	2
	11. Independent Practice:  Students will complete a fact and opinion word sort by cutting apart the twelve word cards on the Show-Me Fact and Opinion Words activity page.  Students will sort the words into two categories—fact words or opinion words.
· Unit Material:  Instructional Activity 11_ As a Matter of Fact! Fact and Opinion Words 

	2
	12. Independent Reading:  Students will use a book or article at their instructional or independent reading level to find statements that are both facts and opinions.  They will use the activity page to record the statements.  Once the statement is recorded, the student will determine what signal word helps to identify the statement as a fact or opinion.
· Unit Material:  Instructional Activity 12_ As a Matter of Fact! Facts and Opinions

	9
11
12
14

	13.  Mini-Lesson: The students will review the characteristics of facts and opinions.  The students and teacher will brainstorm questions that will assist them in identifying facts and details.   They will create an anchor chart of questions with the students to determine facts and opinions.

	9
11
12
14
	14. Read Aloud:  The students will use a reading journal to record answers to questions posed by the teacher as a text is read aloud.  Students will use the information to determine an author’s facts and opinions.

	9
11
12
14
	15. Shared Reading:  The students will be listening to a text read aloud.  They will be listening and recording facts and opinions throughout the text.  These will be recorded in two columns—“Facts About the Topic” and “Opinions About the Topic.”

	9
11
12
14
	16. Independent Practice:  Students will select an article or text to read at their instructional or independent reading level.  They will use a graphic organizer to record the facts and opinions stated by the author in the book or article.
· Unit Material:  Instructional Activity 16_ As a Matter of Fact! Facts and Opinions Graphic Organizer

	UNIT RESOURCES: (include internet addresses for linking)
Literary Texts
· Arlene Sardine by Christopher Raschka
· Snowflake Bentley by Jacqueline Briggs Martin
· The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by Lane Smith and Jon Sceiska
· The Three Little Pigs retold by James Marshall
· I will Never Not Ever East a Tomato by Lauren Child
· Brave Irene by William Steig
· Earrings! by Judith Viorst
· Alexander, Who Used to Be Rich Last Sunday by Judith Viorst
· Goldilocks and the Three Bears retold by James Marshall
· Somebody and the Three Blairs by Marilyn Tolhurst
· Shrek! by William Steig
· What Is A Wise Bird Like You Doing In A Silly Tale Like This?  by Uri Shulevitz
· The Stinky Cheese Man by Jon Sceiska
· Little Red Riding Hood retold by Trina Schart Hyman
Poetry
· Casey at the Bat by Ernest Lawrence Thayer (Text Exemplar)
· “Little Red Riding Hood and the Wolf” by Roald Dahl (Text Exemplar)
· “They Were My People” by Grace Nichols (Text Exemplar)
· S is for Show Me by Judy Young

Informational Texts
· S is for Show Me by Judy Young
· We Are the Ship:  The Story of Negro League Baseball by Kadir Nelson (Text Exemplar)
· “Underground Railroad” by Henrietta Buckmaster (Text Exemplar)
· A Caribou Journey by Debbie S. Miller
· Animal Dads by Sneed B. Collard III
· Discovering Mars:  The Amazing Story of the Red Planet by Melvin Berger

Instructional Resources
· Readworks.org—Concepts of Comprehension Lessons
· 4th Grade Fact and Opinion Unit

Technology Resources
Fact and Opinion 4th Grade Unit
· http://www.readworks.org/lessons/grade4/fact-and-opinion
Fact and Opinion Anchor Chart
· http://www.readworks.org/sites/default/files/4thgrade_factctandopinion_classroom_display.doc
Discovery Education—Discovering Language Arts:  Primary:  Speaking and Listening:  Knowing the Facts
· http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=B4B176E0-5E9E-4D34-A6A1-43A43AD6C231&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
Discovery Education—Discovering Language Arts:  Primary: Non-Fiction:  Point of View
· http://player.discoveryeducation.com/?guidAssetId=90440c10-22a9-43ab-9f8b-1d6e49053b9e
Brain Pop, Jr.—Reading Nonfiction
· http://www.brainpopjr.com/readingandwriting/readingskills/readingnonfiction/preview.weml
SMART Exchange:  Fact and Opinion (Highlighting Keywords)
· http://exchange.smarttech.com/details.html?id=8dccf314-94b2-40eb-8696-5724e72b4c15
SMART Exchange:  Facts and Opinions
· http://exchange.smarttech.com/details.html?id=fbbe0b4a-f3b3-41b6-8dbd-c74bb3d6ec0b
Quia--Fact and Opinion Comprehension:  Game #1
· http://www.quia.com/jq/24723.html
Quia--Fact and Opinion Comprehension:  Game #2
· http://www.quia.com/pop/12709.html
Author’s Viewpoint
· http://www.studyzone.org/testprep/ela4/o/authorsviewpointl.cfm
Casey at the Bat—Read by James Earl Jones
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-2lXQQcXb8
Casey at the Bat—Baseball Almanac
· http://www.baseball-almanac.com/poetry/po_case.shtml
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