ASSESSMENT DESCRIPTIONS*:  Summative_ Informative/Explanatory Writing and Scoring Guide

3/Interdependence within Ecosystems/ELA

Alignment Codes:  W.3.2, L.3.6





DOK: 3

Students will inform and explain about the relationships and interactions between animals and plants within their chosen ecosystem using a cause and effect structure of informational writing. Students will be scored with a scoring guide.

Teacher Directions:  

Food Web Posters-A food web is made up of many food chains put together. Students created food web posters within the unit during several lessons. Students will write an informational/explanatory essay explaining with detail the various food chains found within their food web stating at least 2 cause and effect relationships within their web using accurate use of terminology and proper placement of energy flow arrows.  Food web posters and essays should demonstrate the understanding of the relationship among producers, consumers, and the Sun. 

Scoring Guide:
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/TaskItemSpecifications/EnglishLanguageArtsLiteracy/ELARubrics.pdf
Attach Unit Summative Assessment, including Scoring Guides/Scoring Keys/Alignment Codes and DOK Levels for all items.  Label each assessment according to the unit descriptions above ( i.e., Grade Level/Course Title/Course Code, Unit #.)
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Student Directions:

Using details and words from your food web mural, explain at least 3 food chains found within your ecosystem.  Elaborate on the effects of pesticides on one of your food chains. Elaborate on the effects of a dry spring season. Be sure to use the checklist to help you write a proficient paper.

Student Checklist
	I can…
	Put a check mark when your paper shows you did this…

	Use accurate and important facts from my research and my food web mural.
	

	Use vivid and precise words to teach my reader about the food chains within my ecosystem.
	

	Write a clear topic sentence that introduces my reader to my topic.
	

	Use transition words between ideas.
	

	Write a conclusion that wraps up the paragraph for my reader.
	

	Use conventions to send a clear message to my reader. 
	

	Other
	


