ASSESSMENT DESCRIPTIONS*:  Formative 5_ Close Reading and Text Dependent Questions

3/Interdepedence within Ecosystems/ELA

Janet Stevens (adapted by) – Tops & Bottoms 
Originally published by Harcourt, Inc. 1995.

Learning Objective:  The goal of this two to three day exemplar is to give students the opportunity to use the reading and writing habits they’ve been practicing on a regular basis to absorb lessons from Janet Stevens’ adaptation of a fable.   By reading and rereading the story closely, and focusing their reading through a series of questions and discussion about the text, students will come to understand the lessons bear and hare learn.


Reading Task:  Students will silently read the passage – first independently and then following along with the text as the teacher and/or skillful students read aloud.  Depending on the difficulties of a given text and the teacher’s knowledge of the fluency abilities of students, the order of the student silent read and the teacher reading aloud with students following might be reversed.  What is important is to allow all students to interact with challenging text on their own as frequently and independently as possible.  Students will then reread specific pages and examine illustrations in response to a set of concise, text-dependent questions that compel them to examine the meaning and structure of the story.  Therefore rereading is deliberately built into the instructional unit. 


Vocabulary Task:  Most of the meanings of words in the exemplar text can be discovered by students from careful reading of the context in which they appear.  Teachers can use discussions to model and reinforce how to learn vocabulary from contextual clues, and students must be held accountable for engaging in this practice.  Where it is judged this is not possible, underlined words are identified briefly for students to the right of the text in a separate column whenever the original text is reproduced.  At times, this is all the support these defined words need.  At other times, particularly with abstract words, teachers will need to spend more time explaining and discussing them.  In addition, in subsequent close readings of specific pages in the text, high value academic (‘Tier Two’) words have been bolded to draw attention to them.  Given how critical vocabulary knowledge is for academic and career success, it is essential that these high value words be discussed and lingered over during the instructional sequence.

Discussion Task:  Students will discuss the exemplar text in depth with their teacher and their classmates, performing activities that result in a close reading of the story.  The goal is to foster student confidence when encountering complex text and to reinforce the skills they have acquired regarding how to build and extend their understanding of a text.  A general principle is to always reread the part of the story or reexamine the illustration that provides evidence for the question under discussion.  This gives students another encounter with the text, helping them develop fluency and reinforcing their use of text evidence.

The Text:  Stevens, Janet.  Tops & Bottoms

	Exemplar Text
	Vocabulary

	     Once upon a time there lived a very lazy bear who had lots of money and lots of land.  His father had been a hard worker and a smart business bear, and he had given all of his wealth to his son.

     But all Bear wanted to do was sleep.

     Not far down the road lived a hare.  Although Hare was clever, he sometimes got into trouble.  He had once owned land, too, but now he had nothing.  He had lost a risky bet with a tortoise and had sold all of his land to Bear to pay off the debt.

     Hare and his family were in very bad shape.

     “The children are so hungry, Father Hare!  We must think of something!” Mrs. Hare cried one day.  So Hare and Mrs. Hare put their heads together and cooked up a plan.

     The next day Hare hopped down the road to Bear’s house.  Bear, of course, was asleep.  

     “Hello, Bear, wake up! It’s your neighbor, Hare, and I have an idea!”

     Bear opened one eye and grunted.

     “We can be business partners!” Hare said.  “All we need is this field right here in front of your house.  I’ll do the hard work of planting and harvesting, and we can split the profit right down the middle.  Yes sir, Bear, we’re in this together.  I’ll work and you sleep.”

     “Huh?” said Bear. 

     “So what will it be, Bear?” asked Hare.  “The top half or the bottom half?  It’s up to you – tops or bottoms.”

     “Uh, let’s see,” Bear said with a yawn.  “I’ll take the top half, Hare.  Right – tops.”

     “It’s a done deal, Bear.”

     So Bear went back to sleep, and Hare and his family went to work.  Hare planted, Mrs. Hare watered, and everyone weeded.

     Bear slept as the crops grew.

     When it was time for the harvest, Hare called out, “Wake up, Bear!  You get the tops and I get the bottoms.”

     Hare and his family dug up the carrots, the radishes, and the beets.  Hare plucked off all the tops, tossed them into a pile for Bear, and put the bottoms aside for himself.

     Bear stared at his pile.  “But, Hare, all the best parts are in your half!”

     “You chose the tops, Bear,” Hare said.

     “Now, Hare, you’ve tricked me.  You plant this field again – and this season I want the bottoms!”

     Hare agreed.  “It’s a done deal, Bear.”

     So Bear went back to sleep, and Hare and his family went to work.  They planted, watered, and weeded.

     Bear slept as the crops grew.

     When it was time for the harvest, Hare called out, “Wake up, Bear! You get the bottoms and I get the tops.”

     Hare and his family gathered up the lettuce, the broccoli, and the celery.  Hare pulled off the bottoms for Bear and put the tops in his own pile.

     Bear looked at his pile and scowled.    “Hare, you have cheated me again.”

     “But, Bear,” Hare said, “you wanted the bottoms this time.”

     Bear growled, “You plant this field again, Hare.  You’ve tricked me twice, and you owe me one season of both tops and bottoms!”

     “You’re right, poor old Bear, “ sighed  Hare.  “It’s only fair that you get both tops and bottoms this time.  It’s a done deal, Bear.”

     So Bear went back to sleep, and Hare and his family went to work.  They planted, watered, and weeded some more.

     Bear slept as the crops grew.

     When it was time for the harvest, Hare called out, “Wake up, Bear!  This time you get the tops and the bottoms!”

     There in front of Bear’s house lay a high field of corn.  Hare and his family yanked up every cornstalk.  Hare tugged off the roots at the bottom and the tassels at the top and put them in a pile for Bear.  Then he carefully collected the ears of corn in the middle and placed them in his own pile.

     Bear rubbed his eyes and watched.

     “See, Bear?  You get the tops and the bottoms.  I get the middles.  Yes, sir, Bear.  It’s a done deal.”

     By now Bear was wide awake.  “That’s it, Hare!” he hollered.  “From now on I’ll plant my own crops and take the tops, bottoms, and middles!”

     Hare and his family scooped up the corn and hopped down the road toward home.

     Bear never again slept through a season of planting and harvesting.  Hare bought back the land with the profit from the crops, and he and Mrs. Hare opened a vegetable stand.

     And although Hare and Bear learned to live happily as neighbors, they never became business partners again!

     
	money and other things of value like land 

turtle

something owed 

picking crops that are ripe 

picked

frowned

pulled

long, silky strings coming out of the top of the corn


Day One:  Instructional Exemplar for Janet Stevens’ Tops & Bottoms

Summary of Activities
1. Teacher introduces the book with minimal commentary and students read it independently

2. Teacher or skillful reader then reads the passage out loud to the class as students follow along in the text

3. Teacher asks the class to discuss the first set of text-dependent questions as they go through the text together again.

	Text Portion under Discussion

     Once upon a time there lived a very lazy bear who had lots of money and lots of land.  His father had been a hard worker and a smart business bear, and he had given all of his wealth to his son.

     But all Bear wanted to do was sleep.

     Not far down the road lived a hare.  Although Hare was clever, he sometimes got into trouble.  He had once owned land, too, but now he had nothing.  He had lost a risky bet with a tortoise and had sold all of his land to Bear to pay off the debt.

     Hare and his family were in very bad shape.

     “The children are so hungry, Father Hare!  We must think of something!” Mrs. Hare cried one day.  So Hare and Mrs. Hare put their heads together and cooked up a plan.

[Read to the end of the story.]

     Once upon a time there lived a very lazy bear who had lots of money and lots of land.  His father had been a hard worker and a smart business bear, and he had given all of his wealth to his son.

     But all Bear wanted to do was sleep.

     Not far down the road lived a hare.  Although Hare was clever, he sometimes got into trouble.  He had once owned land, too, but now he had nothing.  He had lost a risky bet with a tortoise and had sold all of his land to Bear to pay off the debt.

     Hare and his family were in very bad shape.

     “The children are so hungry, Father Hare!  We must think of something!” Mrs. Hare cried one day.  So Hare and Mrs. Hare put their heads together and cooked up a plan.
 The next day Hare hopped down the road to Bear’s house.  Bear, of course, was asleep.  

     “Hello, Bear, wake up! It’s your neighbor, Hare, and I have an idea!”

     Bear opened one eye and grunted.

     “We can be business partners!” Hare said.  “All we need is this field right here in front of your house.  I’ll do the hard work of planting and harvesting, and we can split the profit right down the middle.  Yes sir, Bear, we’re in this together.  I’ll work and you sleep.”

     “Huh?” said Bear. 

     “So what will it be, Bear?” asked Hare.  “The top half or the bottom half?  It’s up to you – tops or bottoms.”

     “Uh, let’s see,” Bear said with a yawn.  “I’ll take the top half, Hare.  Right – tops.”

     “It’s a done deal, Bear.”

     So Bear went back to sleep, and Hare and his family went to work.  Hare planted, Mrs. Hare watered, and everyone weeded.

     Bear slept as the crops grew.

     When it was time for the harvest, Hare called out, “Wake up, Bear!  You get the tops and I get the bottoms.”

     Hare and his family dug up the carrots, the radishes, and the beets.  Hare plucked off all the tops, tossed them into a pile for Bear, and put the bottoms aside for himself.

     Bear stared at his pile.  “But, Hare, all the best parts are in your half!”

     “You chose the tops, Bear,” Hare said.

Now, Hare, you’ve tricked me.  You plant this field again – and this season I want the bottoms!”

     Hare agreed.  “It’s a done deal, Bear.”

     So Bear went back to sleep, and Hare and his family went to work.  They planted, watered, and weeded.

     Bear slept as the crops grew.

     When it was time for the harvest, Hare called out, “Wake up, Bear! You get the bottoms and I get the tops.”

     Hare and his family gathered up the lettuce, the broccoli, and the celery.  Hare pulled off the bottoms for Bear and put the tops in his own pile.

     Bear looked at his pile and scowled.    “Hare, you have cheated me again.”

     “But, Bear,” Hare said, “you wanted the bottoms this time.”

     Bear growled, “You plant this field again, Hare.  You’ve tricked me twice, and you owe me one season of both tops and bottoms!”

     “You’re right, poor old Bear, “ sighed  Hare.  “It’s only fair that you get both tops and bottoms this time.  It’s a done deal, Bear.”

  So Bear went back to sleep, and Hare and his family went to work.  They planted, watered, and weeded some more.

     Bear slept as the crops grew.

     When it was time for the harvest, Hare called out, “Wake up, Bear!  This time you get the tops and the bottoms!”

     There in front of Bear’s house lay a high field of corn.  Hare and his family yanked up every cornstalk.  Hare tugged off the roots at the bottom and the tassels at the top and put them in a pile for Bear.  Then he carefully collected the ears of corn in the middle and placed them in his own pile.

     Bear rubbed his eyes and watched.

     “See, Bear?  You get the tops and the bottoms.  I get the middles.  Yes, sir, Bear.  It’s a done deal.”

     By now Bear was wide awake.  “That’s it, Hare!” he hollered.  “From now on I’ll plant my own crops and take the tops, bottoms, and middles!”

     Hare and his family scooped up the corn and hopped down the road toward home.

     Bear never again slept through a season of planting and harvesting.  Hare bought back the land with the profit from the crops, and he and Mrs. Hare opened a vegetable stand.

     And although Hare and Bear learned to live happily as neighbors, they never became business partners again!


	Directions for Teachers/Guiding Questions for Students

1. Introduce the book and students read independently.  Other than giving the brief definitions offered to words students would likely not be able to define from context (underlined in the text), avoid giving any background context or instructional guidance at the outset of the lesson while students are reading the text silently.  The close reading approach forces students to rely exclusively on the text instead of privileging background knowledge and levels the playing field for all students as they seek to comprehend the story.  It is critical to cultivating independence and creating a culture of close reading that students initially grapple with rich texts without the aid of prefatory material including teacher explanations.
2. Read the story out loud to the class as students follow along in the text.  Asking students to listen to Steven’s Tops & Bottoms exposes students a second time to the rhythms and meanings of the language before they begin their own close reading of the story.  Speaking clearly and carefully will allow students to follow the narrative, and reading out loud with students following along improves fluency while offering all students access to this text.  Accurate and skillful modeling of the reading provides students who may be dysfluent with accurate pronunciations and syntactic patterns of English.
3. Ask the class to answer a small set of text-dependent guided questions and perform targeted tasks about the passage.  As students move through these questions and reread Tops & Bottoms, be sure to check for and reinforce their understanding of academic vocabulary in the corresponding text (which will be boldfaced the first time it appears in the text). At times, the questions themselves may focus on academic vocabulary.
(Q1)  Describe the problem that Hare is facing at the beginning of the story.  Students should be able to describe the plight of Hare’s family.

(Q2)  What does the author mean when she says, “Hare and his family were in very bad shape.”?  Students should be able to infer that the family doesn’t have enough food.

(Q3) What does the author mean when she says that Hare and Mrs. Hare “put their heads together and cooked up a plan?”  Students should be able to infer that Hare and Mrs. Hare collaborated together to formulate and idea about how to solve their problem.
(Q4) What does Hare mean when he says, “It’s a done deal.”?  It means that Hare has accepted the way Bear has proposed they split the crops.

(Q5) What is Bear’s problem in the story?  Hare has tricked him into letting Hare have the best parts of the vegetables.

(Q6) What causes Bear to choose to take the bottoms the second time?  The first time the bottoms were the edible part of the crops.
(Q7) At the beginning of the story, the author described Hare as “clever.”  What evidence can you find in the story to support this?  Hare made a plan to grow crops on Bear’s land without having to give Bear half of the crops.  Hare asks Bear to choose which part of the crops he wants and then Hare plants accordingly so he won’t have to give Bear any.

(Q8) What causes Bear to choose both the bottoms and tops for his share of the crops this time?  The bottoms and tops have been the edible part of the crops.
(Q9) Why does the author repeat the line, “Bear slept as the crops grew.”?  To show time passing through the planting seasons.
(Q10) How does the way the author/illustrator format the book add to the story?  The story is laid out top to bottom so it mimics what the story is about.

(Q11)  What causes Bear to decide to plant his own crops?  Bear realizes Hare will keep tricking him so if he wants his crops, he’ll have to do the work himself.

(Q12) What does the word profit mean in the story?  What evidence from the story helps you know the meaning?  In the story profits means earnings Hare and Mrs. Hare got from the extra crops.

(Q13) How are Bear and Hare alike and different?  Both Hare and Bear learn a lesson from their mistakes.  Both want crops.  At the beginning of the story, Hare is industrious and Bear is lazy.

(Q14) What lesson did Bear learn?  Bear learned that if he wants to reap rewards, he has to do the work.

(Q15) How does Bear change from the beginning of the story to the end of the story?  Bear was lazy at the beginning and all he wanted to do was sleep.  At the end of the story, he was willing to work to get his food.


ASSESSMENT DESCRIPTIONS*:  Formative 5_ Close Reading and Text Dependent Questions

3/Interdependence within Ecosystems/ELA

Scoring Guide for Close Reading and Text Dependent Questions

2 – Student answers questions completely and accurately using information from the text in the answer.

1 – Student partially answers questions accurately using information from the text in the answer.

0- Other
