ASSESSMENT DESCRIPTIONS*:  Formative 4_ Ecosystem Journey and Scoring Guide

3/Interdependence within Ecosystems/ELA

Teacher Directions:

Think-Pair-Write

Have students close their eyes to imagine a journey through the sights, sounds, and smells of their chosen ecosystem. With their eyes closed, have students start to describe the ecosystem to their partners. What animals do they see? Give 10-15 seconds of think time then have them share with their partners. What did the animals look like? What were the animals doing? (At this time, you could have students write for a couple of minutes about what they saw.) Encourage students to use general academic and domain specific vocabulary that they have read or studied about in this unit. Continue this process with birds, water, weather, food chains, and plant life, so on until students have shared and about various aspects of their ecosystem.  

Give students the writing sheet to start their imaginary journey. Remind students to use the specific vocabulary and details of what they saw, heard and smelled during their imaginary trip.
Allow students to share stories in any format. 

Students may self evaluate their story using the scoring guide in pen. After their story is teacher scored with a different color, conference with students and discuss the difference between their score and yours. Allow for students to make changes and resubmit the story for a second chance score.   
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Ecosystem Journey

Name______________________________________ Date___________________

Directions: Describe your imaginary journey through the ecosystem of your choice.  Include accurate details about the things you would see, hear, feel, smell and taste. Be sure to use specific vocabulary words that would make your ecosystem real to your reader. Use your notes from the Think Pair Write activity. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Scoring Guide

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/TaskItemSpecifications/EnglishLanguageArtsLiteracy/ELARubrics.pdf
