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Informational Writing Scoring Guide for Research Wonder	

	
	Advanced
	Proficient
	Basic
	Below Basic

	Ideas
	· Skillfully develops a central idea in expository description of real objects, people, places, or events 
· Skillfully uses appropriate details to support the central idea
	· Develops a central idea in 
expository descriptions of 
real objects, people, places, or events 
· Uses appropriate details 
to support the central idea 

	· Central idea is 
underdeveloped/overly 
broad 
· Limited or contrived use 
of details to support the 
central idea 

	· No central idea 
· Details are not 
included 


	Organization
	· Skillfully maintains 
focus on central idea
	· Maintains focus on 
central idea 

	· Focus on central idea is inconsistent 

	· Does not include a 
central idea 


	Voice
	· Writer’s voice adds 
interest to the message
	· Writer’s voice is 
appropriate to the audience and purpose
	· Writer’s voice is mechanical  and/or repetitive (e.g., series 
of facts/ideas) 
	· No sense of voice, 
purpose and/or audience 

	Word Choice
	· Words/phrases convey precise meaning 
appropriate to the genre 
· Skillfully uses 
descriptive words and 
sensory details 
 
	· Words/phrases convey meaning and are appropriate to the genre 
· Uses descriptive words and sensory details appropriately 

	· Words/phrases are vague/general 
· Includes some descriptive words and sensory details 

	· Limited or inappropriate use of vocabulary 


	Sentence Fluency
	· Skillfully uses 
complete and coherent sentences 
	· Sentences are complete and coherent 

	· Sentences are usually complete and coherent 

	· Sentences are 
incomplete/incoherent


	Conventions
	· Shows creativity and 
flexibility when using 
conventions to enhance meaning 
	· Uses grade level 
appropriate conventions; 
errors are minor and do not obscure meaning 
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	· Uses grade level 
appropriate conventions; 
errors occasionally obscure meaning 


	· Limited understanding 
of grade level appropriate conventions
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