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Opinion Writing Checklist
Grade 1


The student hits the following targets:
	


Purpose/Focus
	
· Writes a paper that is an opinion piece ______
· Provides a title to establish the topic ______
· States an opinion about the topic ______
· Supplies a reason for the opinion ______
· Uses linking words and phrases to connect reasons and opinions
 (i.e., because, and, or, also) ______
· Provides a sense of closure ______


	
Idea Development
	
· Stays on topic ______
· Uses details to strengthen writing ______


	

Structure/Organization
	
· Uses complete sentences ______
· Uses simple and compound sentences ______
· Uses transition words to move from one detail to the next ______


	



Language/Conventions
	
· Uses some descriptive words ______
· Subject-verb agreement is correctly used ______
· Uses ending punctuation correctly ______
· Capitalizes the first word of sentences, names of people, the pronoun “I”, and dates ______
· Places commas in dates and to separate single words in a series ______
· Spells most words with common spelling patterns correctly ______
· Spells most sight words correctly ______
· Spells untaught words phonetically ______





Focus for Instruction:  _______________________________________________________
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