Additional information about the PQA and Leading Indicators

The Program Quality Assessments (PQAs) and Leading Indicators framework come from the Weikart
Center for Youth Program Quality and provide youth serving programs with a common language and
instruments for measuring program quality.

PQAs

The PQA instruments look at quality from the point of service

perspective and capture the environment, interactions, and

engagement experienced by the youth in the program. The toolis on a

5 point scale and includes four main areas shown in the pyramid. More
information about the PQA instruments can be found at

www.cypg.org. To review a copy of the PQA assessment visit: y
http://www.cypg.org/downloadpga y -

The Weikart Center conducted a study to document the relationship between PQA scores and Youth
Outcomes. Programs that scored above 3.9 had strong correlations to positive youth outcomes.
Programs that scored between 2.9 and 3.8 had some positive youth outcomes, but programs scoring
below 2.9 had very few positive youth outcomes. Afterschool programs in Missouri strive to score at
least 2.9 on the PQA tools and can positively affect youth in their programs by working on the
environment, peer interactions, and youth engagement.

Leading Indicators

Through a series of surveys that are administered
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* The Youth Program Quality Assessment {POA] is a validated instrument designed
to evaluate the quality of youth programs and identify staff training needs. For
more information on the tool, visit www.cypg.org.

receive additional information on the PQA and annual

Afterschool Survey used for the Leading Indicators once
awarded. Staff at the Missouri AfterSchool Network and
4-H Center for Youth Development are available to answer questions for grantees about these tools.
Please contact us at Missouri AfterSchool Network — 573-884-2936 or 4-H Center for Youth
Development — 573-882-4332.




