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THANK YOU for joining us 
Steve Santoro 
Suzanne Hall 

Laurie Johnston 
VISTA HIGHER LEARNING 

YOUR PARTNER IN LANGUAGE EDUCATION 



TODAY’S OUTCOMES 

•  Understanding the “then” & “now” of language 
teaching 

•What is new? What has changed? 

•How do these standards align with ACTFL National 
Standards? 

•Use authentic media to connect to culture 

•  Inclusion strategies for a variety of learners 



Targeted 
Proficiency 
Levels for 
Students 



 

NOVICE 

INTERMEDIATE 

ADVANCED 
SUPERIOR 



EXPLORING PERFORMANCE 
LEVELS 
• Distinguished 

• Superior 

• Advanced – High 

• Advanced - Mid 

• Advanced – Low 

• Intermediate – High 

• Intermediate – Mid 

• Intermediate – Low 

• Novice – High 

• Novice – Mid 

• Novice - Low 

 



Think about a time… 
…When you were forced to 
communicate beyond your 
proficiency “comfort” level! 

kenstewartconsulting 



ACTFL Performance Guidelines for 
K-12 Learners 
 

•Strategies learners will demonstrate at each level: 

• Novice level: 

• Rely on visuals 

• Communicate with repetition and non-verbal expression 

 

• Intermediate level: 

• Use memory aids (notes and visuals) 

• Use circumlocution as needed 

• Occasional use of reference sources 

 

• Pre-Advanced level: 

• Conscious efforts to self-edit and self-correct 

• Use circumlocution and reformulation  

• Culturally appropriate practices, perspectives, non-verbal  

   behavior 
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Let’s take a look at ACTFL’s  
Oral Proficiency in the Workplace 

  



What level of language would you need to 
work as… 

• A tour guide? 
• Talk to people about familiar 

topics & places 

• A cashier? 
• Predictable text. Familiar 

context. 

• A lawyer ? 
• Abstract ideas. Support 

argument & opinion. 
Unfamiliar situations  

• An effective language 
teacher ? 

 

• Intermediate or 
Advanced  

 

 

• Intermediate 

 

• Superior 

 

 

• Advanced  



What is one shift for each constituent that needs to 
occur in order to better address teaching and 
learning and one shift that needs to occur in order 
to better address inclusiveness.    

•Teachers 

•Counselors and Support Staff 

•Administrators 

•District Leaders 

•Community 

 

 



Targeted Proficiency Levels for 
Students 

Tempe Union Schools, Tempe AZ 



Proficiency Beyond the 
Classroom: Parents 

•Who are the other stakeholders that need to 
have some understanding of proficiency 
targets? 
•Parents 

•Letter/bulletin 
•E-newsletter 
•Grade book 



Proficiency Beyond the 
Classroom: Admin 

•Who are the other stakeholders that need to 
have some understanding of proficiency 
targets? 

•Administration 
•TELL project 
•www.tellproject.org 
 

 



Proficiency Beyond the 
Classroom: Community 

•Who are the other stakeholders that need to 
have some understanding of proficiency 
targets? 

•Community 
•LEAD with Languages 

•http://www.leadwithlanguages
.org/  

 

http://www.leadwithlanguages.org/
http://www.leadwithlanguages.org/


 



 
 
1.  What are the hallmarks of this term 
as you understand it today? 
 
2.  What changes have you seen in both 
theory and practice with regard to this 
term? 

Understanding the language of the  
new CA Standards 



always 
frequently  
sometimes  
seldom 
never 
 

Think about your own practice [planning, 
delivery, assessment, feedback] now place 
yourself on a continuum using these terms 
as you read the 15 now statements. 



• Cultural Products, Cultural Practices,  
 Cultural Perspectives  
• Cultural Comparisons 
• Culture Bearers (participants, users of  the 
 culture)  
• Intercultural Influences 
• Interpersonal Communication 
• Interpretive Communication 
• Presentational Communication 
• Settings and Structures (where  language 
 is used) 

GLOSSARY OF TERMS FROM NEW CALIFORNIA STANDARDS 



Cultural perspectives; cultural 
practices; cultural products 

Beliefs of members of a 
particular group; behaviors of 
members of a particular group; 
tangible and intangible items 
created and used by members 
of a particular group.  



 Cultural comparisons 

Students use the target language to 
investigate, explain, and reflect on the 
nature of culture through comparisons 
of similarities and differences among 
the target cultures and those they 
know in order to interact with cultural 
competence. 



Culture Bearers / Intercultural 
Influences 

Individuals in a group who 
share common behaviors and 
views of the world; how 
diverse cultural groups affect 
one another's products, 
practices, and perspectives 
through interaction. 
 



Interpersonal communication 

Language users listen and 
speak, read and write, and 
view and sign as they 
negotiate meaning with 
others. 



Interpretive 
communication  

Language users listen to, read, and 
view authentic materials using 
knowledge of cultural products, 
practices, and perspectives without 
the opportunity for interpersonal 
communication. 



 Presentational 
Communication 

Language users speak, sign, 
and write in culturally 
appropriate ways for audiences 
of listeners viewers and readers 
without the opportunity to 
negotiate meaning. 



Settings 

Situations in which the language 
is used (highly predictable, 
transactional, informal, formal); 
may be face-to-face or mediated 
by technology. 



Structures 

Elements of the 
linguistic system 
(phonology/parameters 
in ASL, morphology, 
syntax). 



Then vs. now… 

•4 skills vs… 

•Fill-in the blank 

•Absence of culture 
(If it’s not assessed…it doesn’t matter) 

•Find the error 

•Isolated vocabulary 
 

• 3 modes are integrated  
 
•Grammar is assessed 
throughout 
 
• Culture is taught across 
levels and assessed. 
 
• Spelling, accents, diction are 
1 dimension of a rubric 
 
• Task-driven 
 
• Vocabulary is taught in 
context (of reading or 
listening) 
 
 

2020 and beyond 



The 5 Fs 

•Food 

•Fashion 

•Famous people 

•Festivals 

•Flags 



Teachers’          Students’ 
interests      interests 

Poetry       Tik Tok 

 

Golden Age Art         Memes 

 

Vocabulary Lists         Instagram 

 

Verb Conjugations        Snapchat 



Why am I bad at languages? 
https://blog.esl-languages.com/blog/learn-languages/why-am-i-bad-at-foreign-languages/ 

“Within Europe, more than 90% of 
people in Luxembourg, Latvia, the 
Netherlands, Malta, Slovenia, Lithuania 
and Sweden can hold a conversation in a 
second language. People in these 
countries are not genetically superior 
language learners; they benefit from a 
combination of circumstances and 
motivation.” 
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https://blog.esl-languages.com/blog/learn-languages/why-am-i-bad-at-foreign-languages/
https://blog.esl-languages.com/blog/learn-languages/why-am-i-bad-at-foreign-languages/
https://blog.esl-languages.com/blog/learn-languages/why-am-i-bad-at-foreign-languages/
https://blog.esl-languages.com/blog/learn-languages/why-am-i-bad-at-foreign-languages/
https://blog.esl-languages.com/blog/learn-languages/why-am-i-bad-at-foreign-languages/
https://blog.esl-languages.com/blog/learn-languages/why-am-i-bad-at-foreign-languages/
https://blog.esl-languages.com/blog/learn-languages/why-am-i-bad-at-foreign-languages/
https://blog.esl-languages.com/blog/learn-languages/why-am-i-bad-at-foreign-languages/
https://blog.esl-languages.com/blog/learn-languages/why-am-i-bad-at-foreign-languages/
https://blog.esl-languages.com/blog/learn-languages/why-am-i-bad-at-foreign-languages/
https://blog.esl-languages.com/blog/learn-languages/why-am-i-bad-at-foreign-languages/
https://blog.esl-languages.com/blog/learn-languages/why-am-i-bad-at-foreign-languages/
https://blog.esl-languages.com/blog/learn-languages/why-am-i-bad-at-foreign-languages/
https://blog.esl-languages.com/blog/learn-languages/why-am-i-bad-at-foreign-languages/
https://blog.esl-languages.com/blog/learn-languages/why-am-i-bad-at-foreign-languages/
https://blog.esl-languages.com/blog/learn-languages/why-am-i-bad-at-foreign-languages/


https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/world-language/ 
 
                     with Mme Blouwolff 

https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/world-language/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/world-language/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/world-language/


Characteristics of good 
language learners 

1. Good memory 

2. Good technique 

3. Listening ability 

4. Motivation 

3 highly important elements of language study 
are relevance, understanding and repetition. 

 

“Boredom is the enemy of good learning.” 

https://blog.esl-languages.com/blog/learn-
languages/why-am-i-bad-at-foreign-languages/ 
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“In most schools, there’s 
generally a drop of 75% after 
the perceived language 
requirement ends.” 

 

 

        -Greg Duncan 
interprepinc.com 



 
What did you “learn” about culture? 

AMSCO 
Three 
Years 



NOW 
 

kenstewartconsulting 37 

Laura Terrill 

T H E N 



From the TELL project… 

•Is the task targeted to the appropriate 
 proficiency level?   

•Is the task based on a real-world scenario?  

•Is the task interesting?  

•Is the task logical?  

•Is the task written in inviting language?  

•Is the context for the task one that would 
 require the use of the target language? 
http://www.tellproject.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/05/AdvanceLearning_PerformanceAssessments
_Overview_2.pdf 
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MAKING COMMUNICATION MEANINGFUL: CREATING 
INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATIVE TASKS 

 

T – talking in the target language, trying to 
communicate, the talk is relevant to the task 

A – there is an acceptable level of accuracy, 
particularly with regard to the objective of the 
lesson 

L – the student is listening to his/her partner and 
is on task 

K – the student is kind and cooperative, he does 
not kill the task, he works with his 
partner/group 
 

The Teacher’s Handbook, Shrum and 
Glisan, Fourth Edition p. 502 

What is the T.A.L.K. rubric? 



Differentiating involves matching your 
teaching methods to students’ needs and 

providing students with multiple options and 
paths for learning.  

calicospanish.com/differentiated-instruction-in-the-world-language-classroom/ 

What does differentiation look 
like in the language classroom? 

https://calicospanish.com/differentiated-instruction-in-the-world-language-classroom/
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What do you personally to foster classroom 
community and build rapport with your 
students?  

• Anxious 

• Reluctant 

• Overachiever 

• Loner 

• Social media addict 

• Over extended (overly 
involved) 

• Impatient 

• Innovative 

• __________________ ? 
 



•Differentiating your instruction also helps to 
increase students’ motivation by providing 
different activities and objectives that keep 
and attract their interest.  

•In addition to variety keeping the kids 
interested, letting students choose their own 
learning paths and activities gives them the 
chance to choose the path that motivates 
them the most  

calicospanish.com/differentiated-instruction-in-the-world-language-classroom/ 
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Frau Leonard, Pittsburgh, PA 



EQUALITY vs EQUITY 

 



Individualizing Instruction 

  



SOCIAL JUSTICE 

  



LIBERATION 

  



Inclusive Pedagogy 
 

• Welcoming Gender Non-
Conforming Students into our 
Language Classrooms 

• Minimize anxiety 

• Make Room for Your Students 

• Follow your students’ lead 

• Offer options 

• Know your gender-neutral 
pronoun information 

• Representation: Race and 
Diversity 

• Rethink Your Texts 

• Create an Open Environment 

• Be Prepared with Referrals 

• Seek Other Input 

Sarah Le Pichon, UT-Austin 
         blog.coerll.utexas.edu/inclusive-pedagogy/ 

https://blog.coerll.utexas.edu/inclusive-pedagogy/
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MUSIC AS A REFLECTION OF 
IDENTITY 



Maya Rappers 

ESTOY CONTENTO 

KI ́IMAK IN WÓOL 

 

Balam Ajpu 
Guatemalan Hip 
Hop 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=35s3QVlRLrs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GUAPmjhFEk8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GUAPmjhFEk8


Seis de los mandamientos Hipster 
son:  
 ✔estoy de acuerdo/ x no estoy de acuerdo  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sqtFc27F5a8


Je suis chez moi     par Black  M 

•https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hsOqEh
Mumaw 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hsOqEhMumaw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hsOqEhMumaw


Renata Flores Rivera    

Making Quechua cool in Perú 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/renatafloresperu/ 

Entrevista acerca de la identidad 

Chaynatam Ruwanki Cuyanaita 
Au sumaq warma chay pachawan 
Uma muyusqam kani chayna 
kanichu 
Chayna sumaq sumaq kanki 
Uma muyusjam kani kachkankichu 
CCamuchkaniñam yachankiñam 
Ñuqallapaqmi kanki nyikui runata 
Muchaicuwai iscaimanta 
Ñuqapaq kanki 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BvT9y0HqItE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BvT9y0HqItE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BvT9y0HqItE
https://www.facebook.com/renatafloresperu/
https://www.facebook.com/renatafloresperu/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=94&v=CqTI_njgYng


24% of Latinos in the U.S. self-identify 
as Afro-Latino 
 1. Watch video https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/6-

afro-latinos-open-up-about-what-it-means-to-be-black-and-
latino_us_56f18477e4b03a640a6be47c 

Too Latina To Be Black, Too Black To Be Latina 
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Balada de los dos abuelos 
 

Drawing by Alfredo Alcántara       Teacher:  Patricia Kule 
 



Mapa mental 

Mis raíces 



Pos-Lectura: Organizador gráfico 
ABUELO 
NEGRO 

ABUELO 
BLANCO 

¿Qué lleva? 
 

¿Cómo se 
llama? 
 

¿Qué hace cada 
uno? 
 
 

 
 
 

¿Qué hacen los 
dos? 

¿Dónde está? 
¿De dónde 
viene? 



Shuffle Groups       Flippity.net 

 



Culturally responsive teaching is… 

•using students’ cultural experiences in daily 
instruction. 

•embracing native language and students’ 
families as assets. 

•creating a classroom environment that 
represents and respects all students. 

•communicating clear high expectations for 
everyone. 

 
https://ncte.org/blog/2018/01/culturally-
responsive-teaching-todays-classrooms/ 
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Culturally responsive teaching is 
not a strategy.  

“It’s more of mindset for teaching that 
embraces, values, and incorporates culture 
into daily instruction in order for learning to 
connect with students. Students feel valued, 
respected, and linked with instruction.” 

Valentina Gonzalez  
Professional Development Specialist for 
ELLs in Katy, Texas. 



Lutter contre le silence 
 

 

www.homophobie.org 



 



Notre campagne en 20 
langues 

 
 

https://www.homophobie.org/
https://www.homophobie.org/


Fille ou garçon? Un troisième genre fait son 
apparition dans les écoles de Nouvelle Brunswick 

 
 Cisgender / cisgenre 

(Gender) Binary / binaire 

Genderqueer  

Transgender / 

transgenre 

Non-binary/Non-binaire 

Inclusive Language 

Non-binary Language 



 



 



Gender agreement 

• Iel est allé.e / Iel est allé-e / Iel est allé•e 

 

• Iel est amoreux.se / Iel est amoreux-se / Iel est amoreux•se 

 
 

acommealliees.ca/livres.php 



THANK YOU 
From VISTA HIGHER 

LEARNING 

YOUR PARTNER IN LANGUAGE EDUCATION 



No Turning Back: New 

Pathways to Proficiency 

and Inclusion 

Ken Stewart 
April 2020 

sample@vistahigherlearning.com 

mailto:sample@vistahigherlearning.com

