
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
August 20, 2020  
 

I want to extend an invitation to you and your K-12 Social Studies peers to participate in the fall 2020 DESE Social Studies 

Professional Development Series, Social Studies Colloquia V: Continuity and Change   

 

This fall’s three-part professional development series brings together Missouri educators with an interest in Social Studies, to focus on 

quality social studies teaching and learning amidst these times of great change. Each virtual session will focus on Continuity and 

Change: a social science thinking skill readily applicable in every aspect of today’s world.  

 

In keeping with this lens of continuity and change, this semester’s Colloquia will reflect some changes: 

 

1. All sessions will be virtual. 

2. Each session will be 90 minutes long and then there will be an informal 30-minute chat room after each session.   

3. Each 90-minute session will be recorded. 

4. Participants are encouraged to sign-up with a partner or team to facilitate post-meeting development and application.  

5. We are scheduling for Fall 2020 only at this time.  

6. Interested educators will register through a DESE Curriculum calendar using this link, then scroll to calendar. 

https://dese.mo.gov/college-career-readiness/curriculum   Go to each date and then on the lavender Social Studies label to 

register through Zoom.  

 

There will be continuities this year as well: 

 

1. Each session will continue to include new, relevant social science content and research. 

2. Each session will have a K-12 target audience. 

3. Each session will continue to highlight social studies resources. 

4. Each session will continue to provide DESE updates including developments in curriculum and assessment. 

5. Each session will continue to foster opportunities to meet and interact with other great social studies educators.  

  

 

Fall 2020 Colloquia dates  

 

Wednesday, September 30, 2020 

 

  Topic: “If I pivot any faster, my head may fly off.” 

     

   How do I create and maintain both a tangible and a virtual classroom?  

   How do I build and nurture a positive, fruitful class culture in times of uncertainty?  

   How do I most effectively plan for learning, when plans change so rapidly?  

    

Wednesday, October 28, 2020  

 

Wednesday, December 2, 2020  
 

Time: 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  There will be an informal question/answer discussion time from 11:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. for interested  

            participants. 

 

We encourage you to “attend” with a team or partner or someone with whom you can talk and tailor your thinking to 

your particular school situation or position. 
 

 

As always, please feel free to email or call with questions.  My responsibility is to support you in the challenging work you do and to 

provide resources and guidance as you request. My pleasure is to know and learn with you. 

 

Regards, 

Dixie Grupe, Director, Social Studies 

Office of College and Career Readiness, Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

573-751-0398 / dixie.grupe@dese.mo.gov 

https://dese.mo.gov/college-career-readiness/curriculum
mailto:dixie.grupe@dese.mo.gov

