


Colloquia Agenda 
2/14/2018 

 
 Welcome and overview 
 
 Dr. LaGarrett King: Assistant Professor of Learning, Teaching and Curriculum at           

the University of Missouri-Columbia. 
 Dr. Amanda J. Staley Harrison: Assistant Curator at the MU Museum of Anthropology and  
        Lindsey Troutman: CPS 6-12 ELA and K-12 Social Studies Coordinator 
 
 Thinking Like a Social Scientist: Crafting Historical Arguments from Historical Evidence I  

How might I teach this social science thinking skill to my students?  
 
 Lunch: 11:45-12:45 
 
  Dr. Billy Coleman: Post Doctorate Fellow in American History  at the Kinder Institute on 

Constitutional Democracy, University of Missouri-Columbia 
 

Harnessing Harmony:  
Music and Politics in Early American History 

 
 DESE updates and wrap-up 

 
 

 
    



 
 
 

• It is what we know about our lives and our 
world, but also how we know it. 

 
• It is communicating that knowledge accurately, 

and creating meaning from that knowledge. 
 
• It is about taking informed action based on 

understanding. 
 



Social Science Thinking Skills 

Crafting Arguments 
from Evidence: 

 
Argumentation 
 
Appropriate use of 

evidence 



A&E part I: 
How can we teach our students to…. 

 Analyze commonly 
accepted historical 
arguments  

 
 Explain how an argument is 

constructed from historical 
evidence. 

 
 Construct convincing 

arguments through analysis 
of disparate, relevant 
historical evidence. 
 

 Evaluate and synthesize 
conflicting historical 
evidence to construct 
persuasive historical 
arguments. 



A&E part II: 
How can we teach our students to…. 

 Analyze features of 
historical evidence such 
as audience, purpose, 
point of view, format, 
argument, limitations 
and context, all 
germane to the 
evidence considered. 
 
 

Make supportable 
inferences and draw 
appropriate 
conclusions. 



Dr. LaGarrett King: MU Assistant Professor of 
Learning, Teaching and Curriculum 

Professional Development 
Opportunity 

Summer Conference on 
Teaching Black History 

July 27 and July 28 
Columbia, Missouri 

 

Dr. King’s research interests: 
 
• How is K-12 Black History 

taught in schools and society? 
 
• How have Black educators in 

Social Studies education have 
theorized how Social Studies 
should meet the needs of 
Black students? 

 
• How do K-12 Black History and 

race intersect in the 
classroom, in society and in 
curriculum history?  



Update on Colloquia Projects and Applications: 
Dr. Amanda J. Staley Harrison: Assistant Curator at the MU Museum of Anthropology a 

 Lindsey Troutman: CPS 6-12 ELA and K-12 Social Studies Coordinator 
 World Anthropology Day  

Saturday February 17, 2018 
Celebrate. Engage. Inspire. 

 

JOIN US SATURDAY FEB 17 from 12PM - 2PM at 
Mizzou North to celebrate human culture past, 
present, and future!! 
 
There will be activities, South Indian dancers, and 
scavenger hunts in the museum! Don't forget to stop 
by the selfie station for your #anthroday selfies! 
The event is FREE to attend! 
 
Anthropology is the study of humans and human 
society - not just in the past, but here, now, in the 
present.  
When looking at humanity, greater cultural 
understanding, appreciation of cultural diversity, and 
celebration of the myriad ways of being human is 
crucial to creating "belonging" among all people. This 
idea requires us to recognize differences while 
exploring commonality. 
 
Anthropology Day shares material objects, languages, 
traditions, and cultural experiences. The family-
friendly event aims to create a space that cultivates 
belonging while increasing public awareness and 
celebrating the diversity of cultures—especially those 
represented in our campus community. 

 

CPS 
Source 
bySunday 
 
 
 
 
 



In planning for great thinking and learning in Social 
Studies, there are  
SIX  essential elements: 
 

 Meaningful content 

 Reading 

 Writing 

 Speaking 

 Listening 

Social Science Thinking Skill 

Consider this idea as you ponder the MLS Expectations 
for Social Studies and the shifting pedagogy it requires…. 



Argument, Information, 
Commentary and Evidence: What? 

“You cannot see things till you know 
roughly what they are.” 

     ---C.S. Lewis 





  
Effective Anchor Experiences are  
 
 Engaging>>>>>Memorable  
 Engaging>>>>>Relevant 
 Engaging>>>>>Applicable 

 

  



 
 
 

https://www.foodnetwork.com/shows/chopped 
 
 
 
 

https://www.foodnetwork.com/shows/chopped


Directions 

• Need ten volunteers: 5 teams of two  
• Each team draws statement from bag– read, but 

don’t tell.  
• Give each team their “materials”—exact same 

material in all ten bags 
• You are to “build something that proves your 

statement.” 
• You may use the yellow legos in any amount and 

in any way you choose. 
• You have five minutes to complete this task 



Debriefing 
• Explain how what you have built proves your statement.  
• How did you decide what to build?  
• Explain your thinking process? Where did you start? With 

statement? With materials? 
• How did you use the materials? 
• How did you use the yellow legos? 
• What would happen if you only had the materials to build 

with?  
• What would happen to the stability of your structure if you 

removed the yellow legos? Would your creation become 
stronger or weaker? 
 



Different approaches 

Group #1 
 

• Began with argument 
• Then used materials and 

selected the commentary to 
create evidence to support 
that argument. 

• Inductive thinking 
 

Other groups 
 

• Began with materials 
• Then crafted argument 

based on evidence resulting 
from the interaction of 
materials and commentary.   

• Deductive thinking 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Statement = Argument 
agree or disagree, prove or disprove 

 
 

Bagged materials = Facts 
 

• Specific information related 
to the topic of your 
argument 

• Details, statistics, 
summaries, information, 
examples 

Legos = Commentary 
 

• How you “work with the 
materials”  

• How you tie the facts 
together 

• How you connect the facts 
to your argument 

 
 



Record your thinking about today’s lesson on the card 

provided. 
 
 How is this lesson really about   

writing  
in our social studies class?  



• Create an opportunity for 
students to discuss the skill 
and their understanding of it: 
Metacognition 

• Teach a real content-based 
lesson which requires student 
to apply skill: ASAP 

• Allow for metacognition again. 
• Use the skill in other lessons in 

the coming weeks: practice 
skill: Application. 

• Use the terminology of the 
skill throughout the year : 
Consistency 

 

Once you have taught 
the Social Science 
Thinking Skill through 
an anchor 
experience, it is 
essential to:  
 
 

 



How would you alter this anchor 
experience for your classroom situation? 



LUNCH: 12:00-12:45 



Harnessing Harmony:  
Music and Politics in Early American History 

Dr. Billy Coleman 
 



DESE Updates 



Assessment Schedule 

 Field 
Test 



DESE Updates 
 

• Field Test info 
• NEH: 

https://www.neh.gov/files/schl.9.27.17.fnl_.pdf 
 
• DESE Summer PD:  End of July 
• Next Time: 

“Consider the Source” 
How do we help our students learn to be discerning 

social science thinkers?  

https://www.neh.gov/files/schl.9.27.17.fnl_.pdf


5/10/2018 Colloquia 
 

Featured Social Science Thinker: 

Dr. Adam Seagrave,  
Associate Professor of Constitutional 

Democracy                                  
speaking on  

 
Race  

and the American Story 



• Phyllis Wheatley 
• Harriet Beecher Stowe 
• Alice Walker 
• Michelle Alexander 
• Margaret Mitchell 
• Edgar Rice Burroughs  
•  Thomas Jefferson 
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