From: Don Jeffries

To: Vandeven, Margie

Cc: 1490Comments; Henningsen, Blaine; Joel.Holland; Jeff.Buscher; Karl Shininger
Subject: Re: Windsor Middle School Missouri Learning Standards Feedback

Date: Saturday, March 05, 2016 9:25:38 AM

Attachments: Windsor Middle School Missouri Learning Standards Feedback.pdf

Hereis a PDF of the document. Thank you again for the opportunity to take part in this
process

Don

On Fri, Mar 4, 2016 at 3:10 PM, Vandeven, Margie <Margie.V andeven@dese.mo.gov>
wrote:

Don:

Thank you for the response. Unfortunately, we are not able to access Google Docs at the State
Department.

Is there another way that you could send us the material?
Thanks!

Margie

From: Don Jeffries [mailto:djeffries@windsor.k12.mo.us]
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2016 1:41 PM

To: 1490Comments
Cc: Vandeven, Margie; Joel.Holland; Jeff.Buscher; Karl Shininger
Subject: Windsor Middle School Missouri Learning Standards Feedback

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the learning standards that will be the foundation of the
education of our students at Windsor Middle School. The staff in our building was extremely appreciative to
play asmall part in the standard approval process.

The link below is a Google Document produced to compile the thoughts of the staff here at Windsor Middle
School when it comes to the proposed standards.

Windsor Middle School Missouri Learning Standards Feedback

If you have any questions or need anything else for this task, please feel free to contact Windsor Middle School
Principal Karl Shininger or myself.
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Missouri Learning Standards Feedback
Windsor Middle School

First of all, the administration and faculty at Windsor Middle School would like to thank
DESE Commissioner Margie Vandeven and her staff at DESE for the opportunity to
provide feedback to the standards that will become the foundation for the education we
deliver to our students on a daily basis. The staff at Windsor Middle School thinks it is
great that the new Missouri Learning Standards development has had a great deal of
teacher input throughout the entire process: drafting, revising, and then hopefully final
approval.

The teachers at Windsor Middle School have viewed the Draft Form of the new Missouri
Learning Standards. This document is the feedback by our faculty regarding the new
standards. Overall, the majority of the standards will work well for the students in our
building in the eyes of the faculty here at Windsor Middle School. The feedback below
offers questions/concerns related to specific subjects/grade levels. It also provides
possible solutions to improve the standards prior to going into a final form for approval
in May.

Social Studies Grade 6--Michelle Zak

e Concern that the span of time covered stretches to 1450 under the new
standards. The current GLEs place more emphasis on groups of
people/territories. The current GLEs do not stretch to the 1450s when it comes
to Europe. However, it goes beyond that date when it comes to some items in
Asia and South America

o Solution/Question--Why the emphasis on a timeline as opposed to the
current setup of emphasis on groups of people and civilizations? What
exact item ends at 1450 to make that a significant date to have as a cut off
for middle school and a beginning for high school?

e The Magna Carta is not in the current GLEs, but it called out by name in the new
standards.

o This can be covered but districts will need to make sure that it becomes a
major focus of a unit or a stand alone unit.

Math/Algebra Grade 8--Heather Phipps/Tom Brinkmeyer





Overall, the learning standards look almost exactly like the common core
standards that we planned our curriculum around.

The first item that surprised us a bit was evaluating perfect squares up to 625
and perfect cubes up to 1000.

o We ask our students to memorize the perfect squares up to 144, but we
let them use a calculator for anything higher. We feel that many of our
students could do this, but some may struggle to do this without
memorizing these or using a calculator. The word evaluate does not
clarify whether the use of a calculator is allowed or not. We would like that
part of the standard more transparent.

EE1.C.2.a--We feel that one challenging item for pre-algebra students is solving
systems of equations. The word approximation of their intersection confuses us
a bit.
o We only have our students give exact integer ordered pairs rather than an
"approximation." Why not be specific with the skill?

GM.C.1--The phrase “understand the concepts” related to surface area and
volume is a little unclear.

o We would be curious as to whether or not students are expected to
memorize formulas for surface area and volume or can they use a
reference sheet. If the expectation is memorization, teachers need to
know that, so they can prepare the students for that.

DSP A 1-4--We feel there is not enough scaffolding in previous grade levels to
tackle scatter plots to the DOK level expected.

o We believe students need more prior knowledge or the 8th-grade
expectations should be more introductory in nature. Drawing a line of best
fit and creating a linear equation from the data seems more appropriate for
Algebra rather than pre-algebra.

EEI A 4--As this is most likely students' first exposure to scientific notation, we
think conversion and choosing units of appropriate size is reasonable.
o However, operations with scientific notation should be expected in
Algebra.

Perhaps we are relying too much on our own personal learning; however, we
believe these standards are rigorous and challenging. So much so, that some of
our students will hit a wall and give up on math before their brains are developed





enough to handle some of the abstract concepts they are expected to master in
8th grade.

Science Grades 6 through 8--Sandi Schmidt, Terry Glass,
Abby Bostic, Adam Phipps, and Jared Bunton

e The biggest concern that the Windsor Middle School science team has is how
the Scientific Method (currently strand 7 in the Science GLEs) has had the
specifics of the process removed. Elementary and middle school students need
to know the basics of conducting a valid experiment before embedding abstract
phrases related to the scientific method in the standards such as “plan and
conduct an investigation” and “analyze and collect data” into specific items in the
three sciences.

o Our recommendation is to have a separate area in the standards that
discusses the fundamentals of “planning and conducting an investigation”
and “collecting and analyzing data.” A person could perform both of these
skills with a Google Search and not conduct a true scientific experiment
himself or herself. Plus, in looking at the findings of an experiment, the
student needs the basics spelled out to be able to determine the validity of
those findings.

e Another area of concern is how the language is abstract and ambiguous with the
new standards. The language does not specify exact items in each of the
sciences that need to be addressed at the middle school level.

o This area can be fixed by providing specific terms that should be covered
in each of the specific sciences. A supplementary Tier-3 vocabulary
appendix could go a long way in making things clearer for the teachers
working with the standards.

If you have any questions about the feedback that has been provided by Windsor
Middle School, please feel free to contact either Principal Karl Shininger or Windsor
Middle Curriculum Coach Don Jeffries. Contact information for both individual is listed
at the bottom of this document.

Karl Shininger Don Jeffries
Windsor Middle School Principal Windsor Middle School Curriculum Coach
kshininger@windsor.k12.mo.us djeffries@windsor.k12.mo.us

636-464-4417 ext.4420° 636-464-4417 ext. 1145
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Don Jeffries

Don Jeffries
Windsor Middle School Curriculum Coach
Windsor High School JV Baseball Coach

Windsor C-1 School District

Don Jeffries

Windsor Middle School Curriculum Coach
Windsor High School JV Baseball Coach
Windsor C-1 School District



	curr-hb1490-post-feb-boe-comments-mar-4-7 34
	curr-hb1490-post-feb-boe-comments-mar-4-7 35



