
 

Writing Evaluation Tool 

 

 Low Moderate  High 

Cohesion Can link groups of words with simple 

connectors like “and,” “but,” and “because.” 

Can link simple and discrete elements into a 

connected, linear sequence of points. Uses 

similar language to describe different 

relationships between ideas (such as additive, 

causal, sequential, comparative, or 

conditional). 

Can produce clear, smoothly flowing, well-

structured speech, showing controlled use of a 

range of organizational patterns, connectors, 

and cohesive devices 

Word/Phrase Can use basic sentence patterns with 

memorized phrases, groups of a few words, 

and formulae in order to communicated limited 

information in familiar situations. 

Can use more varied vocabulary that extends 

beyond the everyday to include some content-

specific vocabulary. Can express him/ herself 

with some hesitation and circumlocutions on 

familiar topics. 

Can strategically select language to express 

him/ herself clearly in an appropriate style on a 

wide range of academic topics without having 

to restrict what he/she wants to say. 

Grammar Can employ some simple structures with 

minimal or partial consistency. Formulates 

short, simple sentences with a predictable 

structure. 

Uses reasonably accurately a repertoire of 

frequently used grammatical patterns 

associated with predictable situations. Uses 

mostly simple sentences 

Maintains a high degree of grammatical 

accuracy; errors are rare, difficult to spot, and 

generally corrected when they occur. Uses a 

variety of sentence structures. 

Narratives Can use a series of simple phrases and 

sentences on familiar topics. Can use linked 

sentences to provide very short, basic 

descriptions of events and experiences. 

Can produce straightforward, detailed 

descriptions on a range of familiar subjects. Can 

narrate experiences and events, describing 

feelings and reactions in simple connected text. 

Can put forth clear, smoothly flowing stories 

and descriptions of experiences in a style 

appropriate to the genre adopted. Uses 

language effectively to draw in the reader. 

 

Reports & 

Essays 

Can use a series of simple phrases and 

sentences on familiar topics. Can use linked 

sentences to provide very short, basic 

descriptions of known opinions and 

phenomena. 

Can summarize, report, and give his/her 

opinion about accumulated factual information 

on familiar topics and following a standardized 

format. 

Can present information on complex subjects in 

clear, well structured text, underlining relevant 

salient issues. Can expand and support 

interpretations at some length with subsidiary 

points, reasons, and relevant examples 

Arguments Can express a point of view on a familiar topic 

in a series of simple sentences. Can exchange 

basic factual information and discuss solutions 

to familiar problems using simple linked 

sentences. 

Can pass on routine factual information and 

state reasons for actions in brief text following 

a standardized format. 

Can present arguments on complex subjects in 

clear, well-structured text that may include 

counter argumentation. Can support 

arguments at some length with subsidiary 

points, reasons, and relevant examples. 

 

Adapted from Molle et al, 2016 - Discerning and Fostering What English Learners Can Do With Language 

 


