
English Learner Tool Kit for 
State and Local Education 
Agencies
August 8, 2019

1English Learner Tool Kit



How to Take Part in This 
Webinar
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Click the “Q & A” button to ask content 
questions at any point.

Click the “Chat” button to ask technical 
questions at any point.

A PDF of the presentation and the recording will 
be made available to you after the webinar!

Project Evaluation



Office of English Language 
Acquisition (OELA)

OELA mission: To provide national leadership in 
English learner (EL) education by advancing 
opportunities for educational excellence and 
equity for ELs and their families.
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Disclaimer
This webinar contains examples and resource materials that are 
provided for the user’s convenience. The inclusion of any material is 
not intended to reflect its importance, nor is it intended to endorse 
any views expressed, or products or services offered. These 
materials may contain the views and recommendations of various 
subject matter experts as well as hypertext links, contact addresses 
and websites to information created and maintained by other public 
and private organizations. The opinions expressed in any of these 
materials do not necessarily reflect the positions or policies of the 
U.S. Department of Education. The U.S. Department of Education 
does not control or guarantee the accuracy, relevance, timeliness, or 
completeness of any outside information included in these materials. 
Mentions of specific programs or products in these examples are 
designed to provide a clearer understanding and are not meant as 
endorsements.
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Agenda

• Welcome, introductions, and webinar overview
• Overview of EL Tool Kit
• Key tools and considerations from select 

chapters of EL Tool Kit
• State perspective: Strategies for implementing 

tools
• Q & A
• Closing

5English Learner Tool Kit



Webinar Objectives

Participants will:
• Review the EL Tool Kit 
• Using select chapters, become familiar with 

the tools and considerations of the EL Tool 
Kit

• Explore strategies for making use of the EL 
Tool Kit resources and recommendations to 
support ELs at a district level
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EL Tool Kit
• Chapter 1 – Identifying All English Learner Students
• Chapter 4 – Providing English Learners Equal Access to 

Core Curricular and Extracurricular Programs
• Chapter 6 – Addressing English Learners with Disabilities
• Chapter 9 – Evaluating the Effectiveness of a District’s EL 

Program
• Chapter 10 – Ensuring Meaningful Communication with 

Limited English Proficient Parents
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Poll

• Which topic are you most looking forward to 
learning more about during today’s webinar?
1. Identifying ELs
2. Providing equal access to instruction and 

extracurricular programs
3. Addressing ELs with disabilities
4. Evaluating the effectiveness of an EL program
5. Ensuring meaningful communication with EL 

parents and families
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Webinar Presenters
• Supreet Anand, Ph.D. 

‒ Deputy Director, Office of English Language Acquisition

• Teddi Predaris
‒ Consultant and Former Director of Office of Language Acquisition and Title I, 

Fairfax County Public Schools

• Ivanna Mann Thrower Anderson 
‒ ESL/Title III Consultant, NC Department of Public Instruction; Immediate 

past-president NAELPA (NC)

• Simone Wertenberger
‒ Henderson County ESL/Migrant Education Program Director (NC)

• Valerie Beard
‒ Assistant Director of English Learner and Migrant Education Programs, 

Indiana Department of Education
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Overview of English 
Learner Tool Kit
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EL Tool Kit Purpose
• Help state and local 

education agencies (SEAs 
and LEAs) in meeting 
legal obligations to ELs 
and providing all ELs with 
the support needed to 
attain English language 
proficiency while meeting 
college- and career-
readiness standards.
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Tool Kit Contents
• 10 chapters
• Each chapter provides: 

1. Explanations of the civil rights and other legal 
obligations to ELs; 

2. Checklists SEAs, LEAs, and schools can use as self-
monitoring tools; 

3. Sample tools that may be used or adapted for use in 
SEAs, LEAs, and schools to aid with compliance; and 

4. Additional resources that may provide further relevant 
information and assistance.
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Key Tools and Considerations
*using select chapters
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Chapter 1

• Tools and Resources for Identifying All English 
Learner Students
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Chapter 1: Identifying 
Potential ELs

• Follow current SEA requirements for the Home 
Language Survey (HLS) and the EL 
identification process

• Ensure that parents are provided with 
information in a language they understand  
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Home Language Survey 
Samples (Chapter 1)
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Studies on Home Language 
Survey 
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Bailey & Kelly, 
2010
http://www.eveaproj
ect.com/doc/HLS%2
0White%20Paper%
202010.pdf

Bailey & Kelly, 
2013
https://files.eric.ed.g
ov/fulltext/EJ116738
9.pdf

Linquanti & 
Bailey, 2014
https://files.eric.ed.go
v/fulltext/ED565756.p
df

REL NE, 2017
https://ies.ed.gov/nc
ee/edlabs/projects/pr
oject.asp?projectID=
4484

http://www.eveaproject.com/doc/HLS%20White%20Paper%202010.pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1167389.pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED565756.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/projects/project.asp?projectID=4484


Chapter 4

• Tools and Resources for Providing English 
Learners Meaningful Access to Core Curricular 
and Extracurricular Programs
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Chapter 4: Providing ELs Equal 
Access to Curricular and 
Extracurricular Programs

• Develop district systems for monitoring ELs’ 
enrollment in all curricular and extracurricular 
programs

• Analyze data regularly to make programmatic 
and procedural adjustments 
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Serving Gifted English 
Learners (Chapter 4)
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Study on the Identification of ELs 
for Gifted and Talented Programs

https://ncrge.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/982/2018/06/NCRGE-
EL-Report-1.pdf
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Chapter 6

• Tools and Resources for Addressing English 
Learners with Disabilities
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Chapter 6: Addressing ELs 
with Disabilities

• Coordinate and collaborate with district special 
education and general education staff from 
inception to completion of program 
development

• Include procedures for valid and reliable 
referral and assessment, identification, dual 
service delivery, and parent communication 
and engagement
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Developing an IEP for an EL with 
a Disability (Chapter 6)
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Publications: EL Students 
with Disabilities

• REL West: Identifying and 
Supporting EL Students with 
Learning Disabilities

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/
west/pdf/REL_2015086.pdf

• NCELA Fast Fact: Students with 
Disabilities who Are ELs

https://ncela.ed.gov/files/fast_facts/05-
19-
2017/ELStudentsWithDisabilities_Fast
Facts_4p.pdf
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https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/west/pdf/REL_2015086.pdf
https://ncela.ed.gov/files/fast_facts/05-19-2017/ELStudentsWithDisabilities_FastFacts_4p.pdf


Chapter 9

• Tools and Resources for Evaluating the 
Effectiveness of a District’s EL Program
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Chapter 9: Evaluating the 
Effectiveness of a District’s EL 
Program

• Compare state-required and local assessment 
data in all content areas from former ELs with their 
other English proficient peers (never ELs) as one 
means of determining if EL programs are 
effectively closing the gap with ELs and other 
students

• Conduct periodic programmatic self-assessments 
at the district level, using EL Tool Kit resources and 
other assessments, to determine program 
strengths and needs, and make adjustments 
accordingly
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Improving LEA Systems to 
Support ELs (Chapter 9)
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Chapter 10 

• Tools and Resources for Ensuring Meaningful 
Communication with Limited English Proficient 
Parents
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Chapter 10: Ensuring Meaningful 
Communication with Parents

• Ensure communication with ELs’ parents is in a 
language they can understand and one they 
have designated as a preferred language, for 
both oral and written communication

• Use EL Tool Kit resources on family-school 
partnerships and interpretation and translation 
resources
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Dual Capacity-Building  Framework for 
Family-School Partnerships (Chapter 
10)
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http://www2.ed.gov/documents/family-community/partners-education.pdf



Family Engagement Tool Kit
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https://ncela.ed.gov/family-toolkit

https://ncela.ed.gov/family-toolkit


Additional Resources for 
Family Engagement

• National Parent Teacher Association (PTA)
‒ https://www.pta.org/home/family-resources

• National Association for Family, School, and 
Community, Engagement
‒ https://nafsce.org/

• Mid-Atlantic Equity Consortium
‒ https://maec.org/resources/
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Poll
Next steps: After viewing today’s webinar, which 
considerations or tools are you most interested in 
exploring more deeply or sharing with colleagues?
1. Considerations and tools for designing a home 

language survey
2. Report on the identification of ELs in gifted and 

talented programs
3. Research and publications regarding EL students 

with disabilities
4. Tools for evaluating an EL program
5. Family Engagement Tool Kit
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State Representatives: North 
Carolina

• Ivanna Mann Thrower Anderson
‒ESL/Title III Consultant, NC 

Department of Public Instruction; 
Immediate past-president 
NAELPA (NC)

• Simone Wertenberger
‒ESL/Migrant Education Program 

Director, Henderson County (NC)
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State Representative: Indiana

• Valerie Beard
‒Assistant Director of English 

Learner and Migrant Education 
Programs, Indiana Department 
of Education
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Q & A
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Wrap Up
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OELA Contact Information

Anthony Sepulveda
Education Program Specialist, OELA

Anthony.Sepulveda@ed.gov
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Webinar Feedback
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After this webinar, please take a moment to complete 
this brief online survey to provide feedback on today’s 
event:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ELToolKit
You will be asked:
1. How satisfied were you with the content provided?
2. What did you like most about the event? 
3. How could this event have been improved?
4. What topics would you like to have addressed in 

future events?
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Thank You

41

Thank you for 
joining us!
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