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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Challenges and opportunities for ELs and their teachersHighlights of SupportEd webinars on ELs and distance learningPD recommendationsParenting and empathy for educators 



Challenges and Opportunities
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School Closures as of 4/28/20
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• Lack of scaffolding in 
content materials

• Access to technology 
• Financial strains
• Caring for siblings 
• Trauma
• Exposure to English 
• Routines 
• Anxiety 

7

Challenges
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• Quiet students 

• Students with school-based anxiety 

• Students’ interests & discovery

• Developing home language 

• Opportunities for writing 

• Repeating recorded directions & lessons

• Student choice

• Small group instruction

• Independence & time-management
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Opportunities



SupportEd Webinar Highlights
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Webinar on March 18, 2020
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Eugenia Krimmel, Ed.D.
ESL Instructional Coach
Commonwealth Charter Academy

Founder, CollegeESL.com 
www.instagram.com/College.ESL

http://getsupported.net/professional-development-webinars

https://ccaeducate.me/
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Participants will learn…

• 2 key considerations of 
cyber or virtual EL education

• 5 technology suggestions
• Strategies for K-12 online 

instruction of ELs

• Web resources geared toward 
EL teaching and learning 
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March 18 Webinar Objectives

http://getsupported.net/professional-development-webinars

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have 4 objectives that frame our learning together today - (Read objectives)
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bit.ly/ELsOnline

12Note: this link is case sensitive!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’ve also created a Padlet for today’s webinar.  This Padlet contains all resources mentioned in this presentation, as well as additional resources for online instruction. Throughout the presentation, you will see an icon of an origami crane. This icon indicates that resources mentioned can be found on the Padlet.  Please note the Padlet link is case sensitive. We’ll also share this link in today’s chat, and the Padlet will remain open indefinitely after the webinar. To access all the resources, scroll vertically in each column and left or right to view all of the columns. Please also note that the Padlet might be slow to load due to all the people suddenly using Padlet in general for the first time. 
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1. Internet alternatives and 
workarounds

2. Tech buddies
3. Provide keyboard practice links
4. Clear & frequent communication
5. Platforms to facilitate online 

learning
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5 Technology Suggestions

Krimmel, 2020

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Two “workarounds” or possible alternatives come to mind: Phone capabilities: You could email and text students and/or families if they have phones. Because many of our ELs and their families do not read English, translated messages through various browser translation extensions mentioned previously is advised. Paper packets: Paper handouts created and/or compiled by the teacher is better than nothing at all. Have them available to all students without phones or other devices who come to “grab and go” meals at the local school during the closure.Live Streaming Platform OptionsGoogle HangoutsGoogle ClassroomCanvas (which integrates Zoom)Zoom by itself… and many othersTranscript Translation Feature (Zoom)In a recorded session: student can set a language other than English (the default)the transcript will appear AND be read to student in their preferred language while the teacher simultaneously �speaks in English
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Two Types of Cyber Environments 
for ELs At-A-Glance

14Krimmel, 2020



www.GetSupportEd.net 28

5 Steps for Scaffolding a Lesson 
Adapted for Distance Learning

1. Know your ELs & their context

2. Identify the language and/or skills 
students will need in the lesson

3. Scaffold the lesson for distance learning

4. Select and develop appropriate, 
relevant materials

5. Teach the lesson, adapting scaffolding 
and materials as needed

Adapted from Staehr Fenner & Snyder, 2017

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Know who has internet, who doesn’t, who’s experiencing trauma, who’s taking care of siblings, has enough foodAnalyze the lesson to think of scaffolds that will work in distance learningKeep directions simple, use the same scaffold consistently – use the same scaffolds you did in F2FMake sure it’s relevant to kids’ learning at home (show RSD example)Check in with students
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Example of Challenges with Activity 
Packets

Wanda Gonzalez-Crespo, Reading School District, 2020
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Alternate Packet Tasks Created with ELs 
in Mind

Gonzalez-Crespo, 2020
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Scaffolded Task Example

Home 
Language 
Support

Audio instructions

Video to build 
background 
knowledge

Sentence frames

Gonzalez-Crespo, 2020

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This integrates several of the scaffolds from the list. 
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PD Recommendations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
§  What to keep in mind regarding PD and what educators should seek out
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• Content-focused 

• Active learning using adult 
learning theory

• Collaboration, job-embedded

• Modeling of effective practice

• Coaching and expert support

• Reflection and feedback

• Sustained duration 
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PD To Seek Out: The Dream

Adapted from Darling-Hammond, L., Hyler, M. E., & Gardner, M. (2017). Effective Teacher
Professional Development research brief. Palo Alto, CA, Learning Policy Institute.
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• Applicable 
• Convenient
• Engaging 
• Short 
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Online PD Criteria To Seek Out: 
The Reality (ACES)
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• Center for Applied Linguistics
• Confianza
• Dorina Sackman’s YouTube channel 
• English Learner Portal
• NABE
• NYSTESOL
• Seidlitz Education
• SupportEd
• TESOL
• WIDA 
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EL Online PD Options



Parenting and Empathy
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Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs

Adapted from Maslow, 1943
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1: Reflect on Your Hierarchy of Needs

Staehr Fenner, 2020

Read the full blog post: GetSupportEd.net/3takeaways
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2. Be OK with Being Good Enough

Staehr Fenner, 2020
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3. Know That Kids Will Keep Learning

Staehr Fenner, 2020

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Letter writing – my 9th grader started writing and mailing handwritten letters to her friends from high school. Before being quarantined, she wasn’t sure how to address an envelope. She now sends and receives a few letters a week, which brighten her day. Dog fostering - my 7th grader has fostered two dogs so far. In addition to learning a lot about responsibility while caring for the pups, she’s also writing online dog profile bios and taking photographs to help these dogs get adopted. She also started and maintains a TikTok account for the nonprofit. Board game design - my 5th grader watched a creepy movie that was not quite rated G, but now he’s reading the book. He also decided to create a board game based on the book and movie. Presentation skills - one of the kids got the idea that they would make a presentation about something that interested them, and then they all decided to create their own presentations, using Google slides and wacky images to talk about their chosen topics. It was a blast. 



www.GetSupportEd.net

• Communication

– Simple & direct
– Parents (including dads) get the same messages as kids
– School or grade level schedule template

• Clarity

– 1 document or slide with all links needed
– All assignments uploaded and due for the week at once (incl. weekend)
– Short, scaffolded videos of directions

• Computers

– Shortened links (bit.ly or tinyurl)
– Limited number of platforms
– Functional, not necessarily pretty (permissions, passwords)

Read the full blog post: GetSupportEd.net/3Cs

28

What Has Worked so Far From 
a Mom: The 3Cs
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Example: Scaffolded Video
with Directions 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All work for the week is posted here with clear directions and a video voice-over of the directions with subtitles in English. 
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@DStaehrFenner
@GetSupportEd.net
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Diane Staehr Fenner, Ph.D.
Diane@GetSupportEd.net
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