
Oral Language Data Tool 

 

Component 
Oral Language Proficiency Level 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 

Fluency 
Fragmentary 

Speech 

Hesitant, 

telegraphic speech 

often with long 

lapses 

Conversant speech 

with some search 

for words and 

expressions 

Generally fluent 

with strategies to 

compensate for 

challenging 

vocabulary or 

structures 

Fluid, flowing, 

effortless speech 

Sentence 

Structures 

Syntactic 

structures 

consisting of 

chunks of 

language 

Simple, short, 

often repetitive 

sentences 

Simple and 

compound 

sentences 

Simple, compound 

and complex 

sentences 

A variety of 

sentence 

structures and 

uses specific to the 

context 

Vocabulary 

Use 

Isolated words and 

memorized 

expressions 

Everyday words 

and phrases with 

some academic 

words 

Everyday language 

sprinkled with 

academic words 

and phrases 

Use of idioms, 

multiple meanings 

and academic 

language oral 

discourse 

Use of age-

appropriate 

nuances and 

academic language 

in specific oral 

discourse 

(Gottlieb, 2006, p.50) 

 

 


