
                             English Learner Rights: 
A resource for families 

 
 

As families who speak a language other than English, United States Civil Rights laws affirm 
the rights of parents to:  
 

Receive important information about the school and your child’s performance in a language you can 
understand. Examples include enrollment forms, English language development programs, report cards, 
handbooks, parent-teacher conferences, permission slips and special education and related services.  
 
An effective English language development program that helps your child overcome the language barrier. All 
English language development programs must be recognized as effective by experts, staffed by qualified 
personnel, supplied with effective resources and evaluated as successful.  
 
Receive yearly notice of your child’s placement in an English language development program that includes 
the reason for being in the program and what services will be provided. This notice must be sent to you 
within 30 days of the beginning of the school year.  
 
Accommodations and modifications in all classes by all teachers on your child’s schedule as necessary based 
on your child’s English proficiency level. Your child cannot earn a failing grade if these are not provided.  
 
Participate in all district programs for which they qualify. Your child can participate in supplemental reading 
interventions, special education, gifted and talented, career and technical education, athletics, etc.  
 
Review your child’s individual career and academic plan which contains a series of coursework intended to 
prepare your child for success in life. Your child has a plan for meeting Missouri’s graduation requirements 
and preparing them for a career after high school.  
 
A free and meaningful education for students age 5-21 and supplementary programs for qualifying English 
learners as young as 3. The only items needed to enroll are proof of residency and immunization records. 

 

As families who speak a language other than English, you have the responsibility to:  

Speak and read to your child in your native language. Children acquire English faster and learn better when 
they can speak, understand, read and write in their native language.   

Send your child to school every day prepared to be successful. Since some students are learning both English 
and academic skills, being in school every day is very important.  

Be involved in your child’s education. Talk with the teacher(s), attend parent-teacher conferences and other 
meetings when requested, and communicate concerns with the school. Children do better in school when 
parents are involved.   

Motivate your child to do their best in school, overcome challenges and pursue their dreams. Parents play 
an important role in a child’s perception of an education and the value of hard work.   

 



Set aside time to read together. Read aloud together, even for older students and especially in the native 
language.  

Set aside time each day to study. Successful children need routines and especially at the secondary level, time 
to study in addition to doing homework or projects.  

Pay attention to how students are using their devices. These items prevent students from developing their 
own interests (such as music) and exploring on their own.   

Teach your children about your home culture. Your children have the gift of being bilingual and deserve to be 
bi-cultural as well. 

For more information about educating English Learners in Missouri, please visit  
https://dese.mo.gov/college-career-readiness/curriculum/english-language-development-eld 

https://dese.mo.gov/college-career-readiness/curriculum/english-language-development-eld

