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Technical Skills Assessments (TSAs) and MSIP-5 Industry Recognized Credentials (IRCs) 
  
This document is intended to provide further guidance to schools as they identify Technical Skills Attainment (TSA) assessments and Industry 
Recognized Credentials (IRC) that best meet the needs of their students. Although TSAs are no longer a Perkins grant requirement, schools may 
wish to continue using them for program improvement purposes. IRCs, in this context, are intended for use with secondary students and for school 
districts interested in addressing MSIP-5, College and Career Readiness Standard 3, Indicator 4. Beginning with the class of 2021, students 
interested in earning the Career and Technical Education (CTE) Certificate must pass either a TSA or IRC. 
 
Industry Recognized Credential (IRC) for MSIP-5: A portable, recognized credential that validates an individual has successfully demonstrated 
skill competencies in a core set of content and performance standards in a specific set of work-related tasks, single occupational area, or a cluster 
of related occupational areas. A student does not have to be a concentrator to take an IRC.   
 
• Please refer to the MSIP-5 current Comprehensive Guide to the Missouri School Improvement Program (2019) for clarification on Performance 

Standard 3, Indicator 4 (College and Career Readiness).  
• MOSIS Code Sets 
 
Technical Skill Attainment (TSA) assessments are not required for Perkins V. A TSA measures skill proficiency of CTE students who have 
completed an approved CTE program. A TSA is not intended to be taken after every class. Many schools choose to continue to use TSAs as a 
program improvement measure. Several assessments that had temporarily been on the MSIP-5 IRC approved list were removed in 2015. Those 
assessments will remain on the approved TSA list. 
 
The CTE Advisory Council adopted the IRC Review Committee’s working definition of a stackable credential in October, 2019 as “A series of aligned, 
recognized, preferred, and/or required credentials (stackable) within an industry or sector that support an individual’s ability to obtain related, 
career employment.” Stackable credentials have been identified, and are included in this document, for use during the 2020-2021 
school year. Beginning in school year 2020-2021, earning two stackable credentials will equate to earning an IRC.  
  
Please note clarification statements as some IRCs require both a knowledge and performance assessment. TSAs, IRCs and stackable credentials 
that are listed under a career cluster may be appropriate for other career clusters. However, schools should contact their CTE Program Director to 
be sure the assessment is appropriate for the approved program. 
 
The TSA/IRC list has been aligned to the American Council on Education (ACE) post-secondary credit review. School Districts must contact ACE and 
the appropriate institution to determine costs and specific procedures to follow for the transcription of post-secondary credit. Schools may also 
request a curriculum review from ACE to determine if a particular course is recommended for credit. 
 
School districts will have an opportunity to request that additional IRCs be added, removed, or clarification statements be revised on the IRC list 
during the spring IRC application window. 
 
       

https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/MSIP5_2019_Comprehensive_Guide.pdf
https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/FilespecCodeSets_2021CodeSets.html#Industry_Recognized_Credential_Codes
http://www2.acenet.edu/credit/?fuseaction=browse.main
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General Assessment Eligible for Perkins V Funding 

Assessment ACE College 
Credit 

Recommendation 

TSA 
 

DESE 
Recognized 
Credential 

Clarification/Reporting  
Criteria IRC  

IRC Code 

ACT WorkKeys   
 

 ACT WorkKeys is not 
considered an IRC, but 
districts could use it as a 
TSA for program 
improvement purposes. 

 

 
 

 
 

Education and Training Services 
Assessment ACE College 

Credit 
Recommend

ation 

Perkins 
TSA 

Clarification/ 
Reporting Criteria 

TSA 

DESE 
Recognized 
Credential 

Clarification/Reporting  
Criteria IRC (Effective 

FY2016) 

IRC Code 

Early Childhood Education – 
AAFCS 

 
 

 
 

  AAFCS-ECE 

Early Childhood Care and 
Education – NOCTI 

 
 

NOCTI 3016, 4016 or 
4017 

   

Education Fundamentals – 
AAFCS 

    
 

This is the required IRC for 
the Career Pathways to the 
Teaching Profession 
program. 

AAFCS-EF 

Education and Training – 
NOCTI 

 
 

     

Missouri Paraprofessional 
Test 

   
 

New for the 2020-21 School 
year 

Approved for 
June 2021 
reporting; 
code to be 
determined 

Youth Development 
Credential 

 
 

 
 

 YDEVA 

http://www.act.org/content/act/en/workforce-solutions/act-workkeys.html
http://www.aafcs.org/CredentialingCenter/PrePAC.asp
http://www.nocti.org/PDFs/JobReady/3016_Early_Childhood.pdf
http://www.nocti.org/PDFs/JobReady/3016_Early_Childhood.pdf
https://www.aafcs.org/credentialing-center/pre-pac/portfolio/education-fundamentals
https://www.aafcs.org/credentialing-center/pre-pac/portfolio/education-fundamentals
http://www.nocti.org/PDFs/JobReady/1025_Education_and_Training.pdf
https://dese.mo.gov/content/how-do-i-become-paraprofessional-and-do-i-need-be-certified
https://dese.mo.gov/content/how-do-i-become-paraprofessional-and-do-i-need-be-certified
https://moafterschool.org/our-work/ydc/
https://moafterschool.org/our-work/ydc/
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Hospitality and Tourism 
Assessment ACE College 

Credit 
Recommend

ation 

Perkins 
TSA 

Clarification/ 
Reporting Criteria 

TSA 

DESE 
Recognized 
Credential 

Clarification/Reporting  
Criteria IRC (Effective 

FY2016) 

IRC Code 

ACF Certification 
Assessment – NOCTI 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Comply with the 
requirements for an 
accredited American 
Culinary Federation 
program. For the 
Perkins TSA, student 
must be a concentrator 
that completes an 
approved CTE program. 

 

To earn the Certified 
Fundamentals Cook (CFC), 
formerlly Certified Junior 
Culinarian (CJC) 
certification, a student must 
complete the requirements 
for an accredited American 
Culinary Federation 
program, pass the NOCTI 
written with a score of 70% 
and the performance 
assessment with a score of 
75% or higher.  

ACF 

Hospitality and Tourism 
Management (HTMP) I & II 
American Hotel and Lodging 
Educational 
Institute  (AHLEI) 

  

For TSA:  to be a 
concentrator a student 
could take two 
supporting CTE courses 
in a personal plan of 
study or pathway and 
then HTMP I or one 
supporting CTE course, 
HTMP I and HTMP II 
But not complete the 
mentored work 
requirement.  In this 
case, the HTMP I or 
HTMP II assessments 
could be used as the 
TSA. 
 
 

 

To earn the AHLEI – 
internationally recognized - 
Certified Hospitality and 
Tourism Management 
Professional (CHTMP) a 
student must pass the 
American Hotel and Lodging 
Educational Institute’s 
HTMP Year 1 final exam and 
HTMP Year 2 final exam and 
complete 100 hours of paid 
or unpaid work experience 
in one of four qualifying 
positions.  You must have 
all three components to 
receive the IRC, and the 
assessments must be given 
at the end of each course. 

AHLA 

Commercial Foods – NOCTI  
 

       

http://www.nocti.org/CertificateProgram-ACF.cfm
http://www.nocti.org/CertificateProgram-ACF.cfm
https://www.ahlei.org/HTMP/
https://www.ahlei.org/HTMP/
https://www.ahlei.org/HTMP/
http://www.nocti.org/PDFs/JobReady/4020_Commercial_Foods.pdf
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Culinary Arts – AAFCS  
 

   
 

    AAFCS-CA 

Culinary Arts I: Prep Cook – 
NOCTI 

 
 

     

Culinary Arts II: Cook – 
NOCTI 

 
 

     

Hospitality Mgmt: Food & 
Beverage Option – NOCTI 

 
 

      

Hospitality Mgmt: Lodging 
Option – NOCTI 

 
 

      

ProStart  I & II 
National Restaurant 
Association Education 
Foundation 

 
 

For TSA:  to be a 
concentrator a student 
could take two 
supporting CTE courses 
in a personal plan of 
study or pathway and 
then ProStart I or one 
supporting CTE course, 
ProStart I and ProStart 
II BUT not complete 
the mentored work 
requirement.  In this 
case, the ProStart I or 
ProStart II 
assessments could be 
used as the TSA. 
 

 

To earn the ProStart 
National Certification of 
Achievement (COA), a 
student must pass the 
National Restaurant 
Association’s ProStart Year 
1 and ProStart Year 2 final 
exams, and complete 400 
hours of mentored work 
experience. 

PROSTART 

Restaurant, Food and 
Beverage Services – NOCTI 

 
 

      

Retail Commercial Baking – 
NOCTI 

 
 

      

Travel and Tourism – 
NOCTI 

 
 

      

 
 
 
 

https://www.aafcs.org/credentialing-center/pre-pac/portfolio/culinary-arts
http://www.nocti.org/PDFs/JobReady/4236_Culinary_Arts_Level-1.pdf
http://www.nocti.org/PDFs/JobReady/4336_Culinary_Arts_Level-2.pdf
http://www.nocti.org/PDFs/JobReady/3079_Hospitality_Mgmt-Food_Beverage.pdf
http://www.nocti.org/PDFs/JobReady/3079_Hospitality_Mgmt-Food_Beverage.pdf
http://www.nocti.org/PDFs/JobReady/3080_Hospitality_Mgmt-Lodging.pdf
http://www.nocti.org/PDFs/JobReady/3080_Hospitality_Mgmt-Lodging.pdf
http://www.nraef.org/ProStart/Program-Overview
http://www.nraef.org/ProStart/Program-Overview
http://www.nraef.org/ProStart/Program-Overview
http://www.nocti.org/PDFs/JobReady/1286_Restaurant_Food_Beverage_Services.pdf
http://www.nocti.org/PDFs/JobReady/1286_Restaurant_Food_Beverage_Services.pdf
http://www.nocti.org/PDFs/JobReady/4010_Retail_Commercial_Baking.pdf
http://www.nocti.org/PDFs/JobReady/1288_Travel_and_Tourism.pdf
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Human Services 
Assessment ACE College 

Credit 
Recommendation 

Perkins 
TSA 

Clarification/ 
Reporting Criteria 

TSA 

DESE 
Recognized 
Credential 

Clarification/Reporting  
Criteria IRC (Effective 

FY2016) 

IRC Code 

Apparel & Textile 
Production & 
Merchandising – NOCTI 

 
 

      

Broad Field Family and 
Consumer Sciences – 
AAFCS 

 
 

     

Child Development 
Associate (CDA) 

 
 

  
 

     CDEVA 

Cosmetology – MO 
Division of Professional 
Registration 

 
 

  
 

    CSCBE 

Cosmetology – NOCTI  
 

     

Early Childhood Care 
and Education– NOCTI 

 
 

     

Early Childhood 
Education – AAFCS 

 
 

  
 

  AAFCS-ECE 

Family and Community 
Services – AAFCS 

 
 

  
 

  AAFCS-FAM 

Fashion, Textiles, and 
Apparel – AAFCS 

 
 

  
 

  AAFCS-FASH 

Food Science – AAFCS  
 

  
 

  AAFCS-FS 

Interior Decorating and 
Design – NOCTI 

 
 

      

Interior Design 
Fundamentals – AAFCS 

 
 

  
 

  AAFCS-ID 
 

Nail Care  - State 
Cosmetology Board 

 
 

  
 

Nail Technician—Missouri 
State Board of 
Cosmetology and Barber 
Examiners—Manicure. 

NTSCBE 

http://www.nocti.org/PDFs/JobReady/3018_Apparel_Textiles.pdf
http://www.nocti.org/PDFs/JobReady/3018_Apparel_Textiles.pdf
http://www.nocti.org/PDFs/JobReady/3018_Apparel_Textiles.pdf
https://www.aafcs.org/credentialing-center/pre-pac/portfolio/broad-field
https://www.aafcs.org/credentialing-center/pre-pac/portfolio/broad-field
https://www.aafcs.org/credentialing-center/pre-pac/portfolio/broad-field
http://www.cdacouncil.org/the-cda-credential
http://www.cdacouncil.org/the-cda-credential
http://pr.mo.gov/cosbar.asp
http://www.nocti.org/PDFs/JobReady/3082_Cosmetology.pdf
http://www.nocti.org/PDFs/JobReady/3016_Early_Childhood.pdf
http://www.nocti.org/PDFs/JobReady/3016_Early_Childhood.pdf
https://www.aafcs.org/credentialing-center/pre-pac/portfolio/ece
https://www.aafcs.org/credentialing-center/pre-pac/portfolio/ece
https://www.aafcs.org/credentialing-center/pre-pac/portfolio/family-community-services
https://www.aafcs.org/credentialing-center/pre-pac/portfolio/family-community-services
https://www.aafcs.org/credentialing-center/pre-pac/portfolio/fashion-textiles-apparel
https://www.aafcs.org/credentialing-center/pre-pac/portfolio/fashion-textiles-apparel
https://www.aafcs.org/credentialing-center/pre-pac/portfolio/food-science-fundamentals
http://www.nocti.org/PDFs/JobReady/1032_Interior_Decorating_and_Design.pdf
http://www.nocti.org/PDFs/JobReady/1032_Interior_Decorating_and_Design.pdf
https://www.aafcs.org/credentialing-center/pre-pac/portfolio/interior-design-fundamentals
https://www.aafcs.org/credentialing-center/pre-pac/portfolio/interior-design-fundamentals
https://pr.mo.gov/cosbar-examination.asp
https://pr.mo.gov/cosbar-examination.asp
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Nail Care – NOCTI  
 

      

Nutrition – AAFCS  
 

  
 

  AAFCS-N 

 
 

Stackable Credentials 

Stackable Credential ACE College Credit 
Recommendation 

MOSIS/IRC Code 

Business, Marketing and Information Technology   

Ethical Hacking Associate (EHA) plus Cyber Forensics 
Associate (CFA)     

 Approved for June 
2021 reporting; code 
to be determined 

Family Consumer Sciences & Human Services Education    

ServSafe Food Handler plus ServSafe Food Protection 
Manager certifications (must earn both to earn stackable 
credential)  

 

 Approved for June 
2021 reporting; code 
to be determined 

Health Sciences Education   
American Heart Association Heartcode BLS 
 

 Approved for June 
2021 reporting; code 
to be determined 

Basic Life Support  
 

 Approved for June 
2021 reporting; code 
to be determined 

CareerSafe--OSHA 10 for Healthcare   Approved for June 
2021 reporting; code 
to be determined 

Certified Clinical Medical Assistant  
 

 Approved for June 
2021 reporting; code 
to be determined 

http://www.nocti.org/PDFs/Nail%20Specialty.pdf
https://www.aafcs.org/credentialing-center/pre-pac/portfolio/nutrition-food-wellness
https://certiport.pearsonvue.com/Certifications/EC-Council/ECA/Certify.aspx
https://certiport.pearsonvue.com/Certifications/EC-Council/ECA/Certify.aspx
https://www.morestaurants.org/servsafe-food-manager.html
https://www.morestaurants.org/servsafe-food-manager.html
https://www.morestaurants.org/servsafe-food-manager.html
https://cpr.heart.org/en/cpr-courses-and-kits/healthcare-professional/aha-heartcode
https://cpr.heart.org/en/cpr-courses-and-kits/healthcare-professional/basic-life-support-bls-training
https://www.careersafeonline.com/courses
https://www.nhanow.com/certifications/clinical-medical-assistant
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Certified Phlebotomy Technician through AMCA 
 

  Approved for June 
2021 reporting; code 
to be determined 

EKG Technician 
 

 Approved for June 
2021 reporting; code 
to be determined 

Skilled Technical Sciences   
911 Telecommunications  Approved for June 

2021 reporting; code 
to be determined 

Cisco Intro to Cybersecurity   Approved for June 
2021 reporting; code 
to be determined 

Cybersecurity Essentials   Approved for June 
2021 reporting; code 
to be determined 

Fire I plus Hazmat (A student must pass both to earn a 
stackable credential)  

 Approved for June 
2021 reporting; code 
to be determined 

Intro to IoT (Internet of Things)   Approved for June 
2021 reporting; code 
to be determined 

IT Essentials    Approved for June 
2021 reporting; code 
to be determined 

MO Commercial Drivers License (CDL)  
https://dor.mo.gov/drivers/commercial/  

 

 Approved for June 
2021 reporting; code 
to be determined 

MTA 98-361 Software Dev Fundamentals   Approved for June 
2021 reporting; code 
to be determined 

MTA 98-381 Intro to Programming using Python   Approved for June 
2021 reporting; code 
to be determined 

NDG Linux Essentials   Approved for June 
2021 reporting; code 
to be determined 

https://www.nhanow.com/certifications/phlebotomy-technician
https://www.nhanow.com/certifications/ekg-technician
https://www.netacad.com/become-an-academy
https://www.netacad.com/become-an-academy
https://dfs.dps.mo.gov/programs/training/firefighterI-II.php
https://dfs.dps.mo.gov/programs/training/hazmat-awareness.php
https://www.netacad.com/become-an-academy
https://www.netacad.com/become-an-academy
https://dor.mo.gov/drivers/commercial/
https://dor.mo.gov/drivers/commercial/
https://dor.mo.gov/drivers/commercial/
https://certiport.pearsonvue.com/Educator-resources/Exam-details/Objective-domains
https://certiport.pearsonvue.com/Educator-resources/Exam-details/Objective-domains
https://www.netacad.com/become-an-academy
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NDG Linux Unhatched   Approved for June 
2021 reporting; code 
to be determined 

North American Technical Excellence (NATE) Step 1 (Ready-
to-Work) plus Step 2 (HVAC Support Test) (A student must 
earn both to earn stackable credential)  

 Approved for June 
2021 reporting; code 
to be determined 

OSHA 10   Approved for June 
2021 reporting; code 
to be determined 

OSHA Forklift Operator (trainer, operator).  Evaluator must 
sign off assuring student has met OSHA trainer and 
operator requirements   
 

 Approved for June 
2021 reporting; code 
to be determined 

Programming Essentials C and/or C++    Approved for June 
2021 reporting; code 
to be determined 

Programming Essentials Python   Approved for June 
2021 reporting; code 
to be determined 

 

  

https://www.netacad.com/become-an-academy
https://www.natex.org/site/337/Technicians/Exams-Offered
https://www.natex.org/site/337/Technicians/Exams-Offered
https://www.natex.org/site/337/Technicians/Exams-Offered
https://www.osha.gov/dte/outreach/outreach_trainers.html
https://www.oshatraining.com/osha-training-requirements-powered-industrial-trucks-forklift-operator-training.php
https://www.oshatraining.com/osha-training-requirements-powered-industrial-trucks-forklift-operator-training.php
https://www.oshatraining.com/osha-training-requirements-powered-industrial-trucks-forklift-operator-training.php
https://www.netacad.com/become-an-academy
https://www.netacad.com/become-an-academy
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IRC SUMMARY 

The following chart indicates the dates each IRC has been active for MSIP purposes.  These are IRCs identified for secondary students only. 

 
 

Assessment 
 

 
IRC  

Code 

MSIP  
IRC  

July 2014 
through       

June 2017 

MSIP 
 IRC  

July 2015 
through       

June 2018 

MSIP  
IRC   

July 2016 
through 

June 2019 

MSIP  
IRC 

July 2017 
through 

June 2019 

MSIP  
IRC 

July 2018 
through 

June 2020 

MSIP  
IRC 

July 2019 
through 

June 2021 

MSIP  
IRC 

July 2020 
through 

June 2022 
American Culinary Federation - ACF ACF 

 

       
American Hotel and Lodging Association 

 
AHLA 

 

       
Child Development Associate (CDA) CDEVA 

 

       
Cosmetology – MO Division of 
Professional Registration 

CSCBE 

 

       

Culinary Arts – AAFCS AAFCS-CA 

 

       
Early Childhood Education – AAFCS AAFCS-

 

 

       
Education Fundamentals – AAFCS AAFCS-EF 

 

       
Family and Community Services – AAFCS AAFCS-

 

 

       
Fashion, Textiles and Apparel – AAFCS AAFCS-

 

 

       
Food Science – AAFCS AAFCS-FS 

 

       
Housing – AAFCS AAFCS-

 

 

       
Interior Design Fundamentals – AAFCS AAFCS-ID 

 

       
Nail Care – State Cosmetology Board NTSCBE 

 

       
Nutrition – AAFCS AAFCS-N 

 

       
ProStart Program – National Restaurant 
Association Education Foundation 

PROSTART 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Development Credential  
 

YDEVA        
 


