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Professional organizations and federal regulations have addressed the issue of individuals meeting minimum qualifications and of appropriate sanctions when they do not meet those qualifications. Those organizations are referenced below. When school counselors (or any professional) operate outside of their area of expertise in the administration and interpretation of individual tests for determining eligibility for special services, ethical violations occur.  Schools requiring counselors to practice in an unethical manner may be in danger of litigation. Requirements for test administration are contained in most test manuals and test publisher guidelines.  The classic Handbook of Psychological Assessment (Groth-Marnat, 1997/2003) summarizes the standard for best practices in determining a counselor’s competence in testing:

To correctly administer and interpret psychological tests, an examiner must have proper training, which generally includes adequate graduate 
coursework, combined with lengthy supervised experience (p. 51).

There are no specific statutes that clearly define what courses/number of courses qualify someone to administer and interpret individual psychological/educational tests for the purpose of determining eligibility for special services. Proper administration and interpretation of such tests include expertise to:

· select appropriate tests

· administer in accordance with professional guidelines

· score accurately

· interpret accurately

· integrate test results with observation of behaviors and other information about the student to make appropriate recommendations for intervention
School counselor education programs in Missouri do not teach professional school counselors to administer and interpret individual tests to determine eligibility for special services as it is beyond the scope of their work in fully implementing comprehensive school counseling programs that are designed to promote the academic, career, and personal social development of all students.  Some colleges/universities do offer course work that allow for the granting of a school psychological examiner certificate that would provide school counselors and others to administer individual IQ tests, but it is a separate optional certification.
The decision to administer and interpret these tests must rest in the hands of professional school counselors guided by the ethical and legal guidelines established by professional organizations, certifying and accrediting groups, and licensing boards.  Interested parties should refer to ethical guidelines of the American School Counselor Association at www.schoolcounselor.org and the qualification guidelines in the manual of the tests being administered.

For Further information, contact The Guidance and Counseling of the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education at 573.751.4383
Additional References:
DESE, School Psychological Examiner Requirements 

http://dese.mo.gov/schoollaw/rulesregs/EducCertManual/documents/26SchoolPsychologicalExaminer041-08.pdf
American Counseling Association Standards for Qualifications of Test Users: (Approved by the American Counseling Association Governing Council at its March 22-24, 2003 Meeting)
http://aac.ncat.edu/documents/Standards%20for%20Qualifications%20of%20Test%20Users.DOC
American Counseling Association Code of Ethics

http://www.counseling.org/Resources/CodeOfEthics/TP/Home/CT2.aspx
Missouri Association of School Psychologists

www.maspweb.org
National Association of School Psychologists

http://www.nasponline.org/
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