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Computer Science Frequently Asked Questions

Question 1.

Question 2.

Question 3.

Question 4.

Question 5.

Question 6.

Does training designed for K-8t" grade teachers meet the DESE-approved computer science
training requirements for 9t"-12t" grade teachers?

Training specifically designed for K-8t grade teachers will not meet the requirements for
teaching computer science in high school. 9t-12t% grade teachers must become
appropriately “qualified” by the beginning of the 2020-21 school year. The Guidance on
Computer Science Implementation document provides details pertaining to 9t-12% grade
teacher qualifications.

Can | use the Computer Science Education Fund Grant for my teachers to attend PLTW
computer science core training for high school?

Trainings listed on the Computer Science Approved Trainings document are allowable
expenditures for the Computer Science Education Fund Grant.

Will the Computer Science Education Fund Grant pay for teachers to take the Missouri
Content Assessment for Computer Science?

Yes, schools may submit a Computer Science Education Fund Grant application for the exam.
The application must be approved prior to requesting reimbursement. When requesting
reimbursement, documentation must be supplied to verify the passing score. A failed
attempt will not be reimbursed.

Code.org training has additional days during the school year. If a teacher attends the
summer training days, does it meet the training qualification?

You may consider the teacher appropriately qualified to teach the course with full
expectation that he/she must complete the additional training days throughout the school
year.

If a student takes a computer science course for science credit, do parents/guardians have
to sign a document like they do for math credit?

Parents are only required to sign a document that acknowledges that some postsecondary
institutions require four units of math for admission. It is recommended that your district
have parents/guardians sign a form acknowledging that they understand that taking a
computer science course for math or science credit may have an adverse effect on college
admissions.

Refer to the Graduation Handbook for a sample letter to parents/guardians.

What computer science curriculum do | use?

Curriculum is determined by local school districts. Please keep in mind that in order to count
the course as computer science credit the standards taught must align with the Missouri
Performance Standards for Computer Science.


https://dese.mo.gov/content/graduation-handbook

OMissouri

Updated 3/11/2020

I DE MENT OF ELEMENTARY & SECONDARY

Office of College and Career Readiness

Computer Science Frequently Asked Questions

Question 7.

Question 8.

Question 9.

Question 10.

Question 11.

Question 13.

Question 14.

Question 15.

I have a student who failed one semester of Geometry (¥ credit). Can he/she take a
computer science course for a % credit?
The decision to do that is determined locally.

Does the training provided by MOREnet prepare me to pass the Missouri Content
Assessment for Computer Science?
MOREnet trainings do not necessarily prepare individuals to pass the assessment.

The teacher has a master’s degree in a computer science related field but not a master’s in
Computer Science. How do | know if the degree is appropriate?

Please submit the name of the degree and transcripts to occr@dese.mo.gov. Please put CS
Degree in the subject line. The DESE approval committee will review requests for approval
and provide a response.

Do the courses Network Administration (course code 034354) or Computer Programming
(034355) count as computer science?

No, these courses only cover a limited number of standards found in the Missouri Computer
Science Performance Standards and subsequently would not qualify as a computer science
course unless additional computer science standards are embedded into them.

What is a Visiting Scholar Certificate?

A Visiting Scholar Certificate is available to individuals who hold an academic degree or have
related occupational experience in a secondary content area. Learn more about it by visiting
https://dese.mo.gov/educator-quality/certification/visiting-scholar-certificate.

Does my district have to offer computer science for math or science credit?

The decision to offer computer science for a math or science credit is decided locally. The
district may offer it as only a practical arts credit. Please remember the teacher must be
properly qualified in order to teacher computer science as a practical art. (Please refer to
page 4 of the Guidance on Computer Science Implementation document for a complete list
of approved trainings.)

Is computer science a required course for graduation?
Computer science is not a required course for graduation.

Are the CS performance standards a guideline for districts if they choose to teach a
computer science course or are districts required to teach and assess the CS performance
standards for all students at all grade levels K-12?

If the district offers computer science as a standalone course or embeds the standards into
existing curriculum, the Missouri Computer Science Performance Standards must be used.


mailto:occr@dese.mo.gov
https://dese.mo.gov/educator-quality/certification/visiting-scholar-certificate
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Question 16.

Question 17.

Question 18.

Question 19.

What is an eligible entity for the CS Education Fund Grant?

Eligible entities are defined as (a) A local educational agency, or a consortium of local
educational agencies, in the state, including charter schools that have declared themselves
local educational agencies; (b) An institution of higher education in the state; or (c) A
nonprofit or private provider of nationally recognized and high-quality computer science
professional development, as determined by the department of elementary and secondary
education (must be on approved list).

Do | submit documentation to DESE to verify that the teacher is properly qualified to teach
computer science?

You do not need to submit any documentation. Refer to the Guidance on Computer Science
Implementation document for the qualifications needed to teach computer science courses.

How do | get the DESE-issued Computer Science certificate?
The only way to earn this certificate is to take the Computer Science Content Assessment.
(http://www.mo.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=GEN Tests.html)

Does my district have to offer computer science?
No, your district does not have to offer computer science.

All computer science related documents referenced in this FAQ can be found on the Computer Science website:
https://dese.mo.gov/college-career-readiness/curriculum/computer-science.



http://www.mo.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=GEN_Tests.html
https://dese.mo.gov/college-career-readiness/curriculum/computer-science
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