Task Force on Blind Student Academic and Vocational Performance 
Blind Task Force (BTF)

Minutes

Regular Meeting of Committee Representatives

February 3, 2015


A regular meeting of the committee representatives of the Task Force on Blind Student Academic and Vocational Performance Blind Task Force (BTF) was called to order at the Howerton State Office Building, 615 Howerton Ct., Room 202, Jefferson City, Missouri at 10:00 a.m. pursuant to the notice sent to all directors in accordance with the bylaws.  For information on the BTF, visit http://dese.mo.gov/special-education/advisory-panels/blind-task-force-btf.
Members in Attendance:  
Geoffrey Barney
Stephen Barr





Linda Coccovizzo








Kelly Helmick

Diana Lawson
June Lenk
Bonnie Lenz
Dacia Luck
Marilyn Nickolaison
Reeda Rippee
Keith Roderick

`





Louise Whitworth

Guests/Presenters:
Julie Anderson-Ituarte
Anthony Blades
Jennie Mascheck

Gary Wunder, President, National Federation of the Blind of Missouri (NFB)
Members Not in Attendance:
Donna Borgmeyer


Deana M. Griffin
Devon Sgroi


Comments from the public - No public comments.
Call to Order/Introductions – K. Roderick, Vice Chair called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. Roll call was taken by Dacia Cole. Introductions were made welcoming Bonnie Lenz, newly appointed Teacher of Visually Impaired representative. 

Copies of handouts and presentations for this meeting are available at: http://dese.mo.gov/special-education/advisory-panels/blind-task-force/btf-meeting-agendas-handouts
Review and Approval of February 3, 2015 Agenda – Motion made and seconded to approve Agenda with no changes.
Review and Approval of November 4, 2014 Minutes – Motion made and seconded to approve minutes with no changes.
Presentations (Copies of handouts from the following presentations are available at: http://dese.mo.gov/special-education/advisory-panels/blind-task-force/btf-meeting-agendas-handouts
· Unified Braille – Geoffrey Barney, Superintendent, Missouri School for the Blind
· National Reading Media Assessment: What Is It and Why Should I Use It? – Gary Wunder, President and Dacia Cole, Blind Task Force Representative, National Federation of the Blind of Missouri
· Transition Services from High School to Post Secondary – Please see Transition Resource List located on the Missouri School for the Blind website at http://msb.dese.mo.gov/educators/documents/TransitionResourcesforBTF_Website022315.pdf
· Mandatory Vision/Hearing Tests Before Entering Kindergarten or Preschool – Louise Whitworth, Teacher of the Visually Impaired Representative
· Teacher Evaluations for TVI’s/O&M’s – Louise Whitworth, Teacher of the Visually Impaired Representative

Working Lunch (Continued discussion and Q/A from presentations)
DESE Update – S. Barr presented information/updates on the following topics:
· Budget – Annual budgeting process is beginning with the House and Senate committees. The Readers for the Blind is still recommended at $25K and BSS is still at just under $232K – these are the current funding levels.

· Staffing Changes
· New Commissioner – Margie Vandeven

· Deputy of Learning Services – Stacey Preis

· Assistant Commissioner for Quality Schools – Chris Neil (start in July)

· General Counsel – William (Bill) Thornton

· State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report (SPP/APR) – sent to the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) on Friday, January 30, 2015 using the new Grads 360 process. OSEP will review and then possibly allow for changes/updates sometime in April.
· Part B Application (funding) – Open for public review January 26th through March 27th. Written comments must be received by February 9, 2015.
· Part B State Plan – (these are the state regulations/administrative rules) – open for review through March 6, 2015. The public comment period ends on February 18, 2015. A second public hearing webinar is scheduled for February 10 at 1:30-3:30 in the afternoon.
· State Plan – The implementation of the Top 10 by 20 Plan is the major focus of the Learning Services Division. This plan is much more focused on activities intended to achieve better outcomes for students and less so on implementation of compliance requirements. The newest pieces under development are those related to leadership and the role of leadership in creating and sustaining collaborative culture and climate which builds effective teaching/learning practices for all teachers, uses assessments to inform teaching and learning, uses data to guide planning decisions and actively supports student, parental and/or community engagement.
· SSIP (State Systemic Improvement Plan) – Indicator 17 is a new performance indicator of the SPP/APR process and it requires the state to develop a SSIP to include: data analysis, infrastructure analysis, State identified Measurable Result (SIMR) and strategic improvement strategies, Theory of Action, and Evaluation. The new indicator 17 will need to be submitted by April 1. A draft was submitted in early January for feedback from OSEP. Much of the meat of the SSIP is built on Collaborative Work which is starting its second full year of implementation.
· IEP facilitation – We have talked periodically about an interest in building some resources related to IEP Facilitation. Missouri applied to CADRE (The National Center on Dispute Resolution in Special Education) to receive training and support on the IEP facilitation process. Missouri was selected as Individualized Education Programs (EEP) Facilitation. Karen Allan and Thea Scott attended a CADRE meeting in Oregon and are hosting the first IEP Facilitation committee meeting on February 17, 2015. A representative from CADRE is contracted to facilitate that discussion.
· Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) – Missouri is part of an 18-state consortium to develop an alternative state assessment in English/Language Arts and math for students with significant cognitive disabilities. Bonnie Aaron (Missouri Schools for Severely Disabled) and tiffany Muessig (Effective Practices section) are our Special Education leads. During Phase B, 417 MO districts participated and with 6932 students Missouri was a significant part of the total participation. The standard setting will tentatively take place in June. The system is used for statewide Assessment for some students but can also be a curriculum and progress measurement for many other students. 
· ACT – Most things in place – only new decision is that to allow private/home school students to participate in the spring assessment.
BTF Member Updates/Comments: 

· Introduction of newest member - Bonnie Lenz, newly appointed Teacher of Visually Impaired representative.
· Appointed to second term - Louise Whitworth has graciously agreed to serve a second term as the Teachers of the Visually Impaired representative. Second term will end January 2018.
· Current vacancies - 1-Parent of blind or visually impaired students attending public school in Missouri; 2-Public School Special Education Administrators; 1-Employer; 
1-Institution of High Education; 2-Students 
Committee and Standing Committees

· Academic and Vocational Services – Louise Whitworth, Chairperson

· Children’s Vision Summit: Keith Roderick, Chairperson

· Rules: Linda Coccovizzo, Chairperson
· Student Achievement: Dacia Luck Cole, Chairperson
Current Workshops/Events 2014-2015

· February 13, 2015 – Screen Reader and Braille Access to Internet, IPad and Math, Columbia, MO. Contact Anthony Blades ablades@truman.edu
· February 19, 2015 – Missouri School for the Blind Braille Challenge. Contact Linda Havlik linda.havlik@msb.dese.mo.gov
· February 28, 2015 – Southwest Missouri Braille Challenge, Springfield, MO. Contact Julie Anderson-Ituarte, 417-836-5490 or jituarte@missouristate.edu
· March 17, 2015 – An Introduction to Student with Cortical Visual Impairment, Jefferson City, MO with Anthony Blades for employees of MSSD only. Contact Building supervisor of Instruction.
· March 18-20, 2015 – VIISA Course II, Session II: Serving Preschoolers (Ages 3-5) with Visual Impairment in Center-based Settings, Chesterfield, MO. Contact: Annette Miller, 314-776-4320, ext. 1240 or Annette.miller@msb.dese.mo.gov
· March 26, 2015 – Physical Education and Sports for Children and Youth with Visual Impairment and Deafblindness with Lauren Lieberman, St. Louis, MO. Contact: Yvonne Ali, 314-776-4320, ext. 3256 or Yvonne.ali@msb.dese.mo.gov
· April 21-22, 2015 – Hand in Hand Course, Session III, for teams serving students with combined vision and hearing loss, Springfield, MO. Contact: Susan Bonner at 314-776-4320 or susan.bonner@msb.dese.mo.gov
· April 28, 2015 – The Importance of Touch and Hands for Children and Youth with Deafblindness and/or Multiple Disabilities with Barbara Miles, Columbia, MO. Contact: Susan Bonner, 314-776-4320 or susan.bonner@msb.dese.mo.gov
· May 18, 2015 – Children’s Vision Summit, Holiday Inn Executive Center, 2200 I-70 Dr. SW, Columbia, MO. Contact Diana Lawson, (573) 722-3584 ext. 110 or 117 or email dlcat44@yahoo.com
· June 10, 2015 – Unified English Braille Code: Overview of Changes with Mackenzie Savaiano, Columbia, MO, Contact: Annette Miller, 314-776-4320 or Annette.miller@msb.dese.mo.gov
· June 26-28, 2015 – INSITE Training of MoSPIN Parent Advisors, Session I, Chesterfield, MO. Contact: Ginny Williams, 573-295-4808 or ginwilliams@aol.com
· Contact Julie Anderson-Ituarte at 417-836-5490 or Jituarte@missouristate.edu regarding these additional opportunities:
· Vision Education Professionals (VI PRO) Group, Springfield, MO on first or second Friday of each month at VRC, 2:00 p.m.
· VI PRO Group, Kansas City, MO on first Wednesday of each month at Alphapointe at 1:30 p.m.
· VI PRO Group, Jefferson City, MO on third Friday of each month at Lewis & Clark Middle School at 4:30 p.m.
Next scheduled meeting of the Blind Task Force will be via conference call on Tuesday, May 5, 2015 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. to discuss final arrangements for Children’s Vision Summit scheduled for May 18, 2015 at the Holiday Inn Executive Center, 2200 I-70 Dr. SW, in Columbia, Missouri. The bridge & toll free numbers are 526-5504 for all callers in Jefferson City and 866-630-9347 for all callers living outside Jefferson City. The state operators will open the port promptly at 10:00. [image: image1.wmf] 
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