
Grade

Core Operational Core Backup
Vertical Link or FT 

Slots

3 58 52 0 6

4 58 52 0 6

5 55 49 0 6

6 58 52 0 6

7 58 52 0 6

8 55 49 0 6

Reading Research Writing

3 8 1 1 1

4 10 1 1 1

5 10 1 1 1

6 9 1 1 1

7 10 1 1 1

8 8 1 1 1

Items Form VL1 Form VL2 Form VLFT3 Form FT4

Operational 52 52 52 52

Vertial Links 6 6 2 0

Field Test 0 0 4 6

TOTAL 58 58 58 58

Items Form VL1 Form VL2 Form VL3 Form VL4 Form Form Form FT7

Operational 49 49 49 49 49 49 49

Vertial Links 6 6 6 6 2 2 0

Field Test 0 0 0 0 4 4 6

TOTAL 55 55 55 55 55 55 55

Number of items in ELA on-line test forms  

Items per ELA Form

Item CategoryGrade Total Items

4

8 total: 

4 Vertical Linking (VL)

2 Vertical/Field Test* / 1 Field Test

1 Transcription – Form contains Core items only.

*One form in grades 3 and 8 and two forms in grades 

4–7 contain a combination of Reading field test (FT) items and 

Research and Writing vertical linking (VL) items. At each grade 

there are a total of 10–14 slots across the forms for field test 

items. One Reading field test passage with 8–10 associated items 

is administered at each grade. These field test items are spread 

across the 2–3 forms that have field test slots (VLFT or FT). The 

remaining 2 slots will contain Writing and Research field test 

items.

5

8 total: 

4 Vertical Linking (VL)

2 Vertical/Field Test* / 1 Field Test

1 Transcription – Form contains Core items only.

7

8 total: 

4 Vertical Linking (VL)

2 Vertical/Field Test* / 1 Field Test

1 Transcription – Form contains Core items only.

8

5 total: 

2 Vertical Linking (VL)

1 Vertical/Field Test* / 1 Field Test

1 Transcription – Form contains Core items only.

ELA form breakdown for grades with 7 forms (Grades 4 – 7)

ELA form breakdown for grades with 4 forms (Grades 3 & 8)

Total count of unique ELA items and passages field-tested by grade

Grade Field Test Item Count  Field Test Reading 

Passage Count

Number of ELA forms in the Spring 2016 administration

Number of Forms

3

5 total: 

2 Vertical Linking (VL)

1 Vertical/Field Test* / 1 Field Test

1 Transcription – Form contains Core items only.

6

8 total: 

4 Vertical Linking (VL)

2 Vertical/Field Test* / 1 Field Test

1 Transcription – Form contains Core items only.



# of Core 

Items

Points Per 

Item

# of 

Points

Percent 

of Total

# of Core 

Passages
Type

Minimum 

Estimate

Maximum 

Estimate

MC/MS 6 1 6 12% Reading Passage 4.25 6

EBSR 2 1 2 4% Listening Passage 2.5 5

ASCR 2 1 2 4% RD, WR, or LI MC/MS 1 1.75

Sub-Total 10 10 19% RS MC/MS 1.25 2

MC/MS 6 1 6 12% EBSR 1.25 2.5

EBSR 2 1 2 4% ASCR 1 2

ASCR 2 1 2 4%

Sub-Total 10 10 19%

20 20 38% 4

MC/MS 4 1 4 8%

ASCR 4 1 4 8%

Sub-Total 8 8 15%

MC/MS 4 1 4 8%

ASCR 4 1 4 8%

Sub-Total 8 8 15%

16 16 31%

MC/MS 5 1 5 10%

ASCR 3 1 3 6%

8 8 15%

MC/MS 4 1 4 8%

EBSR 2 1 2 4%

ASCR 2 1 2 4%

8 8 15%

52 52 100%

Multiple Choice

Multi-Select

Evidence-Based 

Selected-Response

ASCR

Missouri Grades 3 & 4 ELA Test Blueprint and Test Design—2016 Administration

MC

MS

EBSR

Reading Total

Writing Total

Research Total

Listening Total

Auto-Scored 

Constructed-Response 

(TE including hotspot, 

highlight, and 

drag/drop)

ELA Total

R
es

e
ar

ch Research to Build and 

Present Knowledge

Li
st

en
in

g

Listening
2

W
ri

ti
n

g

Text Type and Purposes

Production and 

Distribution

ELA Item Type

R
ea

d
in

g

Literary

ELA Core Items by Content Category

2

Informational 2

Timing in Minutes per Type

KEY



Session
Reporting 

Category

Total Core 

Items

Total Core 

Passages

Total Vertical Linking 

or FT Items

Total Vertical 

Linking or FT 

Passages

Total 

Items

Total 

Passages

Total Time 

(min)

1 1. Reading 20 4 4 1 24 5 47 – 78

3. Research 8 1 9 10 – 18

2. Writing 16 1 17 17 – 32

3 4. Listening 8 2 8 2 14 – 26

52 6 6 1 58 7

Recommended Session Time 

(min)

45 – 80

30 – 50

15 – 25

1 hr 30 min – 2 hr 35 min

ELA Test Form Design

Missouri Grades 3 & 4 ELA Test Blueprint and Test Design—2016 Administration

2

Total



MC/MS 12 21 2.5 6

EBSR 5 10 2.5

ASCR 4 8 2

Total 21 39 17 24 4.5 8.5 4.25 6 46.75 77.5

MC/MS 6.25 10 1

ASCR 3 6 2

Total 9.25 16 0 0 1 2 0 0 10.25 18

MC/MS 8 14 1

ASCR 8 16 2

Total 16 30 0 0 1 2 0 0 17 32

MC/MS 4 7

EBSR 2.5 5

ASCR 2 4

Total 8.5 16 5 10 0 0 0 0 13.5 26

87.5 153.5

13.5 26
5 10

17 24 4.25

Total

6
46.75 77.5

Min. 

Estimate

Max. 

Estimate

Session 

Total 

Time 

Max

Session 

Total 

Time 

Min

Total 

Time 

Max

Total 

Time 

Min
Max. 

Estimate

Min. 

Estimate

Max. 

Estimate

Min. 

Estimate

Max. 

Estimate

Total Core Passages
Total Vertical 

Linking or FT Items

Total Vertical 

Linking or FT 

Passages

Timing Estimate

Session
Reporting 

Category

Item 

Type

Total Core Items

Min. 

Estimate

1

2

3

1. Reading

3. Research

2. Writing

4. Listening

Missouri Grades 3 & 4 ELA Test Blueprint and Test Design—2016 Administration

27.25 50



# of Core 

Items

Points Per 

Item

# of 

Points

Percent 

of Total

# of Core 

Passages
Type

Minimum 

Estimate

Maximum 

Estimate

MC/MS 6 1 6 10% Reading Passage 4.25 6

EBSR 2 1 2 3% Listening Passage 2.5 5

ASCR 2 1 2 3% RD, WR, or LI MC/MS 1 1.75

Sub-Total 10 10 17% RS MC/MS 1.25 2

MC/MS 6 1 6 10% EBSR 1.25 2.5

EBSR 2 1 2 3% ASCR 1 2

ASCR 2 1 2 3% WP 60 90

Sub-Total 10 10 17%

20 20 34% 4

MC/MS 3 1 3 5%

ASCR 3 1 3 5%

WP 0.4 10 4 7%

Sub-Total 6.4 10 17%

MC/MS 3 1 3 5%

ASCR 3 1 3 5%

WP 0.6 10 6 10%

Sub-Total 6.6 12 21%

13 22 38%

MC/MS 5 1 5 9%

ASCR 3 1 3 5%

8 8 14%

MC/MS 4 1 4 7%

EBSR 2 1 2 3%

ASCR 2 1 2 3%

8 8 14%

49 58 100%
WP Writing Prompt

MS Multi-Select

EBSR
Evidence-Based 

Selected-Response

Li
st

en
in

g

Listening
2

Listening Total

ELA Total

R
es

e
ar

ch Research to Build and 

Present Knowledge

Research Total

Production and 

Distribution

W
ri

ti
n

g

ASCR

Auto-Scored 

Constructed-Response 

(TE including hotspot, 

highlight, and 

drag/drop)

Reading Total

MC Multiple Choice

Text Type and Purposes

Writing Total

Informational 2

KEY
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ELA Core Items by Content Category Timing in Minutes per Type

ELA Item Type

R
ea

d
in

g

Literary 2



Session
Reporting 

Category

Total Core 

Items

Total Core 

Passages

Total Vertical Linking 

or FT Items

Total Vertical 

Linking or FT 

Passages

Total 

Items

Total 

Passages

Total Time 

(min)

1 1. Reading 20 4 4 1 24 5 47 – 78

3. Research 8 1 9 10 – 18

2. Writing 12 1 13 13 – 25

3 4. Listening 8 2 8 2 14 – 26

4* 2. Writing 1 1 60 – 90

49 6 6 1 55 7Total

60 – 90

* Writing Prompt

2 hr 25 min – 4 hr

15 – 25

45 – 80

2 25 – 45

Missouri Grades 5 ELA Test Blueprint and Test Design—2016 Administration

ELA Test Form Design

Recommended Session 

Time (min)



MC/MS 12 21 2.5 6

EBSR 5 10 2.5

ASCR 4 8 2

Total 21 39 17 24 4.5 8.5 4.25 6 46.75 77.5

MC/MS 6.25 10 1

ASCR 3 6 2

Total 9.25 16 0 0 1 2 0 0 10.25 18

MC/MS 6 10.5 1

ASCR 6 12 2

Total 12 22.5 0 0 1 2 0 0 13 24.5

MC/MS 4 7

EBSR 2.5 5

ASCR 2 4

Total 8.5 16 5 10 0 0 0 0 13.5 26

4 2. Writing WP 60 90 60 90

143.5 236

10
13.5 26

Total

46.75 77.5

Missouri Grades 5 ELA Test Blueprint and Test Design—2016 Administration

2

2. Writing

23.25 42.5

3 4. Listening
5

3. Research

Total 

Time 

Max

Session 

Total 

Time 

MinMax. 

Estimate

1 1. Reading
17 24 4.25 6

Max. 

Estimate

Min. 

Estimate

Max. 

Estimate

Min. 

Estimate

Min. 

Estimate

Total Core Passages
Total Vertical 

Linking or FT Items

Total Vertical 

Linking or FT 

Passages

Total 

Time 

Min
Min. 

Estimate

Max. 

Estimate

Total Core Items

Timing Estimate

Session
Reporting 

Category

Item 

Type

Session 

Total 

Time 

Max



# of Core 

Items

Points Per 

Item

# of 

Points

Percent 

of Total

# of Core 

Passages
Type

Minimum 

Estimate

Maximum 

Estimate

MC/MS 4 1 4 8% Reading Passage 4.25 6

EBSR 2 1 2 4% Listening Passage 2.5 5

ASCR 2 1 2 4% RD, WR, or LI MC/MS 1 1.75

Sub-Total 8 8 15% RS MC/MS 1.25 2

MC/MS 7 1 7 13% EBSR 1.25 2.5

EBSR 3 1 3 6% ASCR 1 2

ASCR 2 1 2 4%

Sub-Total 12 12 23%

20 20 38% 4

MC/MS 4 1 4 8%

ASCR 4 1 4 8%

Sub-Total 8 8 15%

MC/MS 4 1 4 8%

ASCR 4 1 4 8%

Sub-Total 8 8 15%

16 16 31%

MC/MS 5 1 5 10%

ASCR 3 1 3 6%

8 8 15%

MC/MS 4 1 4 8%

EBSR 2 1 2 4%

ASCR 2 1 2 4%

8 8 15%

52 52 100%ELA Total

Listening
2

Listening Total

W
ri

ti
n

g

Text Type and Purposes
MS Multi-Select

Writing Total

R
es

e
ar

ch Research to Build and 

Present Knowledge

ASCR

Auto-Scored 

Constructed-Response 

(TE including hotspot, 

highlight, and 

drag/drop)

Research Total

Li
st

en
in

g

EBSR
Evidence-Based 

Selected-Response

Production and 

Distribution

Informational 2

KEY

Reading Total
MC Multiple Choice

2
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ELA Core Items by Content Category Timing in Minutes per Type

ELA Item Type

R
ea

d
in

g

Literary



Session
Reporting 

Category

Total Core 

Items

Total Core 

Passages

Total Vertical Linking 

or FT Items

Total Vertical 

Linking or FT 

Passages

Total 

Items

Total 

Passages

Total Time 

(min)

1 1. Reading 20 4 4 1 24 5 47 – 78

3. Research 8 1 9 10 – 18

2. Writing 16 1 17 17 – 32

3 4. Listening 8 2 8 2 14 – 26

52 6 6 1 58 7Total 1 hr 30 min – 2 hr 35 min

15 – 25

45 – 80

2 30 – 50

Missouri Grades 6 & 7 ELA Test Blueprint and Test Design—2016 Administration

ELA Test Form Design

Recommended Session Time 

(min)



MC/MS 11 19.25 2.5 6

EBSR 6.25 12.5 2.5

ASCR 4 8 2

Total 21.25 39.75 17 24 4.5 8.5 4.25 6 47.00 78.25

MC/MS 6.25 10 1

ASCR 3 6 2

Total 9.25 16 0 0 1 2 0 0 10.25 18

MC/MS 8 14 1

ASCR 8 16 2

Total 16 30 0 0 1 2 0 0 17 32

MC/MS 4 7

EBSR 2.5 5

ASCR 2 4

Total 8.5 16 5 10 0 0 0 0 13.5 26

87.75 154.25

13.5
5 10

50

26

Total

3

2. Writing

47 78.25

2

3. Research

27.25

4. Listening

Total 

Time 

Min

Total 

Time 

Max

Session 

Total 

Time 

MinMax. 

Estimate

1 1. Reading
17 24 4.25 6

Max. 

Estimate

Min. 

Estimate

Max. 

Estimate

Min. 

Estimate

Max. 

Estimate

Min. 

Estimate

Total Core Passages
Total Vertical 

Linking or FT Items

Total Vertical 

Linking or FT 

Passages

Min. 

Estimate

Total Core Items

Missouri Grades 6 & 7 ELA Test Blueprint and Test Design—2016 Administration

Timing Estimate

Session
Reporting 

Category

Item 

Type

Session 

Total 

Time 

Max



# of Core 

Items

Points Per 

Item

# of 

Points

Percent 

of Total

# of Core 

Passages
Type

Minimum 

Estimate

Maximum 

Estimate

MC/MS 4 1 4 7% Reading Passage 4.25 6

EBSR 2 1 2 3% Listening Passage 2.5 5

ASCR 2 1 2 3% RD, WR, or LI MC/MS 1 1.75

Sub-Total 8 8 14% RS MC/MS 1.25 2

MC/MS 7 1 7 12% EBSR 1.25 2.5

EBSR 3 1 3 5% ASCR 1 2

ASCR 2 1 2 3% WP 60 90

Sub-Total 12 12 21%

20 20 34% 4

MC/MS 3 1 3 5%

ASCR 3 1 3 5%

WP 0.4 10 4 7%

Sub-Total 6.4 10 17%

MC/MS 3 1 3 5%

ASCR 3 1 3 5%

WP 0.6 10 6 10%

Sub-Total 6.6 12 21%

13 22 38%

MC/MS 5 1 5 9%

ASCR 3 1 3 5%

8 8 14%

MC/MS 4 1 4 7%

EBSR 2 1 2 3%

ASCR 2 1 2 3%

8 8 14%

49 58 100%

Writing Total

Writing Prompt
ELA Total

Research Total

Li
st

en
in

g

Listening
2

Listening Total
WP

R
es

e
ar

ch Research to Build and 

Present Knowledge

ASCR

Auto-Scored 

Constructed-Response 

(TE including hotspot, 

highlight, and 

drag/drop)

Multi-Select

Production and 

Distribution EBSR
Evidence-Based 

Selected-Response

W
ri

ti
n

g

Text Type and Purposes

MC Multiple Choice

MS

Informational 2

Reading Total KEY

2
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ELA Core Items by Content Category Timing in Minutes per Type

ELA Item Type

R
ea

d
in

g

Literary



Session
Reporting 

Category

Total Core 

Items

Total Core 

Passages

Total Vertical Linking 

or FT Items

Total Vertical 

Linking or FT 

Passages

Total 

Items

Total 

Passages

Total Time 

(min)

1 1. Reading 20 4 4 1 24 5 47 – 78

3. Research 8 1 9 10 – 18

2. Writing 12 1 13 13 – 25

3 4. Listening 8 2 8 2 14 – 26

4* 2. Writing 1 1 60 – 90

49 6 6 1 55 7

60 – 90

Total 2 hr 25 min – 4 hr

* Writing Prompt

15 – 25

45 – 80

2 25 – 45

Missouri Grades 8 ELA Test Blueprint and Test Design—2016 Administration

ELA Test Form Design

Recommended Session Time 

(min)



MC/MS 11 19.25 2.5 6

EBSR 6.25 12.5 2.5

ASCR 4 8 2

Total 21.25 39.75 17 24 4.5 8.5 4.25 6 47 78.25

MC/MS 6.25 10 1

ASCR 3 6 2

Total 9.25 16 0 0 1 2 0 0 10.25 18

MC/MS 6 10.5 1

ASCR 6 12 2

Total 12 22.5 0 0 1 2 0 0 13 24.5

MC/MS 4 7

EBSR 2.5 5

ASCR 2 4

Total 8.5 16 5 10 0 0 0 0 13.5 26

4 2. Writing WP 60 90 60 90

143.75 236.75

13.5 26

Total

3 4. Listening
5 10

2. Writing

78.25

2

3. Research

23.25 42.5

Total 

Time 

Min

Total 

Time 

Max

Session 

Total 

Time 

MinMax. 

Estimate

1 1. Reading
17 24 4.25 6

Max. 

Estimate

Min. 

Estimate

Max. 

Estimate

Min. 

Estimate

47

Max. 

Estimate

Min. 

Estimate

Total Core Passages
Total Vertical 

Linking or FT Items

Total Vertical 

Linking or FT 

Passages

Min. 

Estimate

Total Core Items
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Timing Estimate

Session
Reporting 

Category

Item 

Type

Session 

Total 

Time 

Max


