
Parts of an Item 

 Item - all the components that make up a test question 

 Graphics - static images such as graphs, figures, pictures, etc. 

 Stem - the text and graphics in the item 

 Distractor - response options that are incorrect but plausible 

 Key - response option(s) that is/are correct 

 Question - part of the item that asks a specific question of the 

student 
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Parts of an Item 

A diagram of a plant is shown. Stem 

Graphic 

In which part of the plant does photosynthesis take place? 
A. Flowers Distractor 
B. Leaves Key 
C. Stems Distractor 

Question 
D. Roots Distractor 
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Item Types 
 Multiple Choice (MC) 
 Items that require students to respond to a stem by selecting 

one response 
 Constructed Response(CR) 
 Items that require students to provide or input their response 

or responses using a keyboard or keypad  
 Technology Enhanced (TE) 
 Items that include computer-based interactions to collect 

response data 
 Multi-Part Selected Response (MPSR) 
 2-part items in which one part is constructed response and 

the other part is MC or TE 
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Multiple Choice Item Type 

 Options should be plausible (NO “throw-aways”). 

 Options should avoid unnecessary text. 

 Options should be parallel in structure and content. 

 Options should avoid using the phrases “all of the 
above” or “none of the above.” 
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Multiple Choice Item Type 
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Grade 5 OTT – MC Item 



 

Constructed Response Item Type 

 CR items require a student to provide a written/typed response.

 Possible responses for each section of a CR item should be
limited; if two parts the parts should be independent of each
other.

 Stand-alone CRs are worth 1-4 total points.

 CR items require students to apply and explain instead of only
identify or recall knowledge.
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Grade 5 OTT – CR Item 
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Grade 5 OTT – CR Item 



Technology Enhanced Item Types 

 Examples of each technology enhanced item type will be
available for reference.
 Drag and Drop
 Drop-Down List
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 Graphing: Coordinate graph or bar graph
 Matching Interaction
 Hot Spot
 Text Highlight
 Multiple Select
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Grade 5 OTT 
Drag and Drop Item 
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Grade 5 OTT 
Drag and Drop Item 
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Grade 5 OTT 
Drop-Down List 
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Grade 5 OTT 
Drop-Down Menu 
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Grade 5 OTT 
Graphing Item - Line 
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Grade 5 OTT 
Graphing Item - Bar
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Grade 5 OTT 
Graphing Item - Bar 
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Grade 5 OTT – 2 Part Item 
(Matching Interaction and Drop-Down) 
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Grade 5 OTT 
Hot Spot Item 
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Grade 5 OTT 
Multi-Select Item 
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Grade 5 OTT 
Multi-Select Item 
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Grade 5 OTT – 2 Part Item 
(Drag and Drop and Multi-Select) 
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Grade 5 OTT – 2 Part Item 
(Drag and Drop and Multi-Select) 
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Grade 5 OTT – 2 Part Item 
(Drag and Drop and Multi-Select) 



Multi-Part Selected Response (MPSR) 
Item Type 

 Consists of more than one part
.
 Each part is MC, TE, or constructed response.

 The parts should be connected in a logical way.

 Can be worth 2-4 total points.

 MPSR items require students to apply and explain instead of only
identify or recall knowledge.
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Grade 5 OTT – MPSR Item 
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