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Selecting a Data Collection System

Collecting student performance data helps the teacher gain information. It is best used when a
teacher wants to gain knowledge and desires to apply effective instructional strategies. Selecting
the right form of data will make it easier for the teacher to know how to make the necessary
instructional changes. There is no reason to collect data unless it will be used to make instructional
changes to increase student achievement. It is important to remember that levels of assistance,

or prompts, are not a form of data collection. They are a method of instruction and are used as
instructional steps toward correct independent responding. They are used when the student does
not understand part of the task or makes no response.

Teachers can design their own data collection sheet or use one of the three blank charts provided
in this section, as described in the table below. Do not submit these data collection charts with the
MAP-A.

Descriptions of Data Collection Charts

Chart Type Possible Uses Examples of Use
Record worksheet scores Daily worksheet with 10 or more
Single Step Task/ problems.
Activity Collect data on a skill that | Identify the next number on the
happens daily calendar.
Each time data is taken the student
L ) Trials gets a set number of trials (e.g., five
Multi-Trial/Multi- opportunities to identify coins).
Step Task/Activity - -
. Five steps for completing a
Task Analysis LT . .
shopping list from a given recipe.
During reading, attend to the story
Time Segments Attending to Task for five minutes with data taken
every minute.

All data collected for use in the MAP-A must be converted into percentages for Level of Accuracy
and Level of Independence. A completed sample is included for each of the charts described
above.

The following key factors should be considered when selecting a data collection system:
 Each chart should measure only one skill.
 Data should be clear and understandable.
 Chart should be simple to use and allow for the routine collection of data.
 Information on chart should be relevant to the skill you are assessing and individual
student needs.
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