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SBAC DIGITAL LIBRARY

What is the Digital Library? 
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Who? Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium with the help of contractors 
and State Leadership  Teams  (SLTs)and 
the State Network of Educators (SNEs) 

What? Developing a digital library of educator 
resources for formative assessment 
practices to improve instruction as it 
relates to the Common Core State 
Standards.

When? Open for Digital Library Consortium 
Members in April 2014
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How does the Digital Library fit into the big picture? 

Common 
Core State 
Standards 

specify 
K-12 

expectations 
for college 
and career 
readiness

Common 
Core State 
Standards 

specify 
K-12 

expectations 
for college 
and career 
readiness

All students 
leave 

high school 
college 

and career 
ready 

All students 
leave 

high school 
college 

and career 
ready 

Teachers and 
schools have 

information and 
tools they need 

to improve 
teaching and 

learning
Interim assessments 
Flexible, open, used 

for actionable 
feedback

Summative 
assessments 

Benchmarked to college 
and career readiness

Educator resources for 
formative assessment 

practices
to improve instruction
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What is in the Digital Library?  
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• Commissioned Professional Learning Modules
• Resources for educators, students and families

• Frame Formative Assessment within a Balanced Assessment System
• Articulate the Formative Assessment Process
• Highlight Formative Assessment Practices and Tools

Assessment 
Literacy Modules

• Commissioned Professional Learning Modules
• Instructional coaching for educators 
• Instructional materials for students

• Demonstrate/support effective implementation of the formative 
assessment process

• Focus on key content and practice from the Common Core State 
Standards for Mathematics and English Language Arts

Exemplar 
Instructional 

Modules

• High-quality vetted instructional resources and tools for educators
• High-quality vetted resources and tools for students and families

• Reflect and support the formative assessment process
• Reflect and support the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics 

and English Language Arts
• Create Professional Learning Communities

Education 
Resources
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Resources Address at Least One of the Four Attributes 
of the Formative Assessment Process
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Clarify 
Intended
Learning

Elicit 
Evidence

Act on
Evidence

Interpret 
Evidence

• Participate in 5 regional 
trainings

• Train SNE members to 
contribute and review 
resources

• Monitor and support SNE 
review of resources and 
make final posting decisions

• Provide feedback on posting 
process, Quality Criteria, and 
usability of software

Expectations

State Leadership Teams (SLT)
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• Participate in  5 trainings
• Help populate the Digital Library in 

advance of the April 2014 launch
• Submit and review resources using 

Quality Criteria
• Use resources and collaboration 

tools for own professional learning 
and instruction

• Provide feedback on the resources 
in the library, the review and posting 
processes the Quality Criteria, and 
the usability of the Library

Expectations

State Network of Educators (SNE)
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In a Nutshell 
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Step 1:
Resource  
Submitted

Step 3:
Quality 
Criteria 
Applied

Step 4:
Decision

Step 2:
Gatekeeping

Criteria Applied

SNE
1

SNE
2

SNE
3

SNE
1

Posted

Sent to SLT

Returned to Submitter

Cover 
Profile
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April—What’s next

 Teachers from member states will gain access to the 
digital library.

 There will be a six month free period.

 Educators will be given usernames and passwords.

 Educators may evaluate/rate the resources.

 SLTs and SNEs will continue to build and vet the digital 
library.

For more information see:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4QNN3SrM_Ds


