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CCR-12-008 – Technology Guidance Information for Next-Generation 
Assessments 

The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium has developed a two-part strategy for providing 
guidance to school districts regarding bandwidth, hardware, and operating system requirements 
for computers eligible to administer Smarter Balanced assessments beginning in the 2014-15 
school year.  
 
The “Current Guidance” appears in the link below and represents Part 1 of the system requirements 
strategy.  This is meant to be the beginning of an ongoing collaboration between Smarter Balanced 
member states and technology providers that will become a long-range plan for technology 
deployment to support next-generation learning and assessment.  
 
Part 2 of the strategy will be a Governing-State endorsed plan for Smarter Balanced minimum 
technology requirements for the 2014-15 school year, as well as an end-of-support schedule for 
subsequent years.  We anticipate the endorsed plan, targeted for release in August 2012, will be a 
compromise between the real budget constraints under which districts and states are operating, 
and our common desire to use the newest available technology to assess the true depth and breadth 
of the Common Core Content Standards. 
 
The links below expand on the “Current Guidance”, as well as providing a Frequently Asked 
Questions Document for your information. 
 
SBAC New Hardware Guidelines:   
http://www.dese.mo.gov/divimprove/assess/documents/asmt-sbac-new-hardware-guidelines-
0412.pdf  
 
SBAC New Hardware Guidelines FAQ: 
http://www.dese.mo.gov/divimprove/assess/documents/asmt-sbac-new-hardware-guidelines-
faq-0412.PDF  
 
 
Do not hesitate to call the Assessment Section at (573) 751-3545 if you have further questions. 
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