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CONSIDERATION OF APPEAL BY ERIK BRANDON WYNN 
OF THE DENIAL OF CERTIFICATION  
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Consent 
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Item 
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Item 

DEPARTMENT GOAL NO. 3 

Missouri will prepare, develop, and support effective educators. 

SUMMARY: 

Applicant’s Name: Erik Brandon Wynn 

Denial: On August 16, 2016, the Office of Educator Quality denied Mr. Wynn’s request for a Missouri 
substitute teaching certificate, based upon his criminal history. 

On September 12, 2016, Mr. Wynn requested an appeal of the Office of Educator Quality’s decision on 
the grounds that he has rehabilitated himself and has since obtained a college degree. 

On July 25, 2008, Mr. Wynn pled guilty to the Felony, DUI. He was placed on 12 months of probation.  
Conditions of his probation included 30 days in jail, 60 days of house arrest, completion of DUI 
education and prevention classes, attendance of a MADD education panel and substance abuse 
counseling. He also received fines totaling $1,500. 

In December 2009, Mr. Wynn’s probation was revoked because of his inability to fulfill all of the 
obligations of his probation, including missed meetings and unpaid fines. He was returned to jail to 
complete his sentence, though during his incarceration he was allowed to participate in a work release 
program where he served as a host and waiter at Red Lobster. In June 2010, Mr. Wynn successfully 
completed his sentence and was released. 

PRESENTER: 

William R. Thornton, General Counsel, will participate in the presentation and discussion of this agenda 
item. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Prior to his conviction, Mr. Wynn worked as a paraprofessional in the Shawnee Mission School District, 
in Kansas. Since completing his sentence, Mr. Wynn received a bachelor’s degree in history from the 
University of Missouri – Kansas City (UMKC) in December 2014. During his time at UMKC, Mr. 
Wynn served as treasurer of Phi Alpha Theta, the history honors’ society, and was a member of 
UMKC’s History Club. Since graduating, he has been employed in the meat department at Country Mart 
in Butler, Missouri. Mr. Wynn received several letters of support, including one from his current 
supervisor. He would like the opportunity to work as a substitute teacher.  
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In compliance with Section 508, if you need assistance accessing any information in this document, please contact 573-751-3527 or counsel@dese.mo.gov.



Pursuant to Mo. Rev. Stat. § 168.071.13 “[a] certificate of license to teach to an individual who has been 
convicted of a felony or crime involving moral turpitude, whether or not sentence is imposed, shall be 
issued only upon motion of the state board of education adopted by a unanimous affirmative vote of 
those members present and voting.”  
 
The Department recommends that the State Board of Education approve the application of Erik Brandon 
Wynn for a substitute certificate of license to teach for a period of four years with renewal based upon a 
criminal background check reflecting no subsequent criminal convictions.  
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