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DEPARTMENT GOAL NO. 3 
 
Missouri will prepare, develop, and support effective educators. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
Applicant’s Name:  Melinda Y. Touchton 
 
Denial:  On November 3, 2014, the Office of Educator Quality denied Ms. Touchton’s request for a 
Missouri Substitute Teaching Certificate, based upon her criminal history. 
 
On November 25, 2014, Ms. Touchton requested the Commissioner review the decision made by 
the Office of Educator Quality.  The Department upheld the decision of the Office of Educator 
Quality and denied her application.   
 
By correspondence received on January 20, 2015, Ms. Touchton requested the State Board of 
Education review the decision made by the Commissioner.   
 
Disposition:  On April 2, 1996, Melinda Y. Touchton pled guilty to an offense and received a 
suspended imposition of sentence (SIS) and was placed on five (5) years’ supervised probation.   
 
On June 20, 2000, Ms. Touchton’s probation was suspended for a violation. On September 27, 
2000, she was sentenced to serve 30 days’ of shock time in jail, but on November 10, 2000, the 
court amended the previous ruling to four (4) days’ of shock time to be served on the weekends.  
 
The SIS probation was successfully completed on August 8, 2013.   
 
Letters of Recommendation:  Dawn Rocco, friend and former co-worker; Amanda Rowland, friend 
and former co-worker; and Joshua A. Palmer, Pastor.   
 
PRESENTER(S): 
 
William R. Thornton, General Counsel, will participate in the presentation and discussion of this 
agenda item. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that that the State Board of Education deny Melinda Y. Touchton’s application.    
 


