H. Title IV, Part B: 21st Century Community Learning Centers
Many young people and families stand to benefit from extended opportunities for learning, both
academic and otherwise, as well as opportunities for meaningful engagement with others. MODESE supports these students and families through grants to establish and expanded 21st Century
Community Learning Centers. These competitive grants are awarded across the state but the
priority will be to support communities in which a Comprehensive Support and Improvement
School is located.
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1. Use of Funds (ESEA section 4203(a)(2)): Describe how the SEA will use funds received
under the 21st Century Community Learning Centers program, including funds reserved
for State-level activities.
MO-DESE will
i. reserve no less than 93 percent of the amount allotted to the state for making
awards to eligible entities to implement a 21st CCLC program.
ii. reserve no more than two percent of the amount made available to the state for
the administrative costs of carrying out the SEA responsibilities of the program
and convening of a rigorous peer-review process for competitive applications
received for consideration of awards.
iii. reserve no more than five percent of the amount made available to the State for
activities such as: monitoring, technical assistance, training, capacity building,
comprehensive evaluations and other possible activities as listed under Section
4202(c).
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Awarding Subgrants (ESEA section 4203(a)(4)): Describe the procedures and criteria the
SEA will use for reviewing applications and awarding 21st Century Community Learning
Centers funds to eligible entities on a competitive basis, which shall include procedures
and criteria that take into consideration the likelihood that a proposed community
learning center will help participating students meet the challenging State academic
standards and any local academic standards.
Priority for awarding 21st Century Community Learning Centers grants is given to
applicants proposing to primarily serve students who attend schools that are
implementing comprehensive support and improvement activities or targeted support and
improvement activities under section 1111(d); or other schools determined by the LEA to
be in need of intervention and support; or schools that enroll students who may be at risk
for academic failure, dropping out of school, involvement in criminal or delinquent
activities, or who lack strong positive role models. Each award will be funded at an
amount of not less than $50,000 federal funds and will be of sufficient size, scope, and
quality to give reasonable promise of meeting the purposes of the 21st CCLC program.
All funds will be awarded on a competitive basis.
Measurable goals and objectives for the 21st Century Community Learning Center
Program include the following:
Goal 1: Support or increase student achievement and sense of competence in the
areas of English language arts, mathematics, and science.
Objective 1.1: At least 50 percent of youth per site will maintain and/or increase their
grades in English language arts during the school year as measured by pre-/post-grades
entered into Kids Care Center.
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Objective 1.2: At least 50 percent of youth per site will maintain and/or increase their
grades in math during the school year as measured by pre-/post-grades entered into Kids
Care Center.
Objective 1.3: At least 50 percent of youth per site will maintain and/or increase their
grades in science during the school year as measured by pre-/post-grades entered into
Kids Care Center.
Objective 1.4: At least 70 percent of youth per site will report a medium to high level of
reading efficacy as measured by items on the Youth Survey (average score of 3.5 or
higher).
Objective 1.5: At least 70 percent of youth per site will report a medium to high level of
math efficacy as measured by items on the youth survey (average score of 3.5 or higher).
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Objective 1.6: At least 70 percent of youth per site will report a medium to high level of
interest and engagement in STEM as measured by questions on the youth survey Survey
(total score of 3.0 or higher).
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Goal 2: Develop and maintain a quality program that includes a safe and supportive
environment, positive interactions, and meaningful opportunities for engagement.
Objective 2.1: All sites will score at least an average 2.9 on the Program Quality
Assessment tool.
Objective 2.2: All sites will score at least an average 3.0 on the Organizational Context
Leading Indicators of Staffing Model and Continuous Improvement.
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Objective 2.3: All sites will score at least an average 3.0 on the Instructional Context
Leading Indicators of Academic Press and Engaging Instruction.
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Objective 2.4: All sites will score at least an average 3.0 on the External Relationships
Leading Indicators of Family Communication and School Alignment.
Goal 3: Enhance youth’s college-and-career readiness skills and behaviors, including
positive school behaviors, personal and social skills, and commitment to learning.
Objective 3.1: At least 50 percent of youth per site will meet or exceed the school
district’s average rate of school-day attendance.

Objective 3.2: At least 50 percent of total youth enrolled in the afterschool program per
site will have at least 60 days of attendance in the afterschool program.
Objective 3.3: At least 50 percent of youth per site will have no in-building or out-ofschool suspensions.
Objective 3.4: At least 70 percent of youth per site will indicate a medium to high level of
personal and social skills as measured by the youth survey (average score of 3.5 or
higher).
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Objective 3.5: At least 70 percent of youth per site will indicate a medium to high level
of commitment to learning as measured by the youth survey (average score of 3.5 or
higher).
MO-DESE uses multiple measures to measure program effectiveness including: student
grades, teacher surveys and an annual evaluation process at both the SEA and LEA level.
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The 21st Century Community Learning Center (CCLC) program will be made available
as a competitive grant. MO-DESE will review all applications submitted for
completeness and applicant eligibility. MO-DESE will use a rigorous peer-review
process consisting of qualified reviewers using a weighted rubric to evaluate and score
each application based on the quality of the proposed activities and the evidence provided
to demonstrate the capability of the applicant to implement the proposed program.
Reviewers will use both objective analysis and subjective judgment in conducting a
comparative assessment of the application in accordance with the evaluation criteria
specified in the application guidance (i.e. need for program, program design including
how the center will help participating students meet the challenging academic standards,
cost of program, program evaluation, partnerships, etc.).
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