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Understanding 
Text Complexity

Missouri Department of Elementary
and Secondary EducationSeptember, 2012

Reading Standard 10

Read and comprehend Read and comprehend 
complex literary and 
informational texts 
independently and independently and 

proficiently.
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Appendix A

Determining Text ComplexityDetermining Text Complexity

(CCSS Appendix A, p. 5-7)

3 Part Model
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Quantitative

Original Appendix A-Lexile Chart
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New Appendix A-Lexile Chart

Qualitative
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Reader and Task

Quantitative
Reader and Task

Determining Text Complexity – 4 Steps

D t i  th  tit ti   1. Determine the quantitative measures 

2. Analyze the qualitative measures

3. Reflect on the reader and task considerations

4. Recommend placement in appropriate complexity 
band
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Determining Text Complexity – 4 Steps

1 D i  h  i i   1. Determine the quantitative measures 
2. Analyze the qualitative measures
3. Reflect on the reader and task considerations
4. Recommend placement in appropriate 

complexity band

Text Complexity Resources

h // l il /fi d b khttp://www.lexile.com/findabook

http://www.arbookfind.com/
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Determining Text Complexity – 4 Steps

1 D t i  th  tit ti   1. Determine the quantitative measures 
2. Analyze the qualitative measures
3. Reflect on the reader and task 

considerations
4. Recommend placement in appropriate 

complexity bandcomplexity band

Complexity Rubrics

LITERARY TEXT INFORMATIONAL TEXT
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Informational Text Rubric

Purpose

Exceedingly 
Complex

Very  
Complex

Moderately 
Complex

Slightly 
Complex

Text 
Structure

Language 
Features

Knowledge 
Demands

Literary Text Rubric

Meaning

Text 
Structure

Language 
Features

Knowledge 
Demands
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Determining Text Complexity – 4 Steps

1 D t i  th  tit ti   1. Determine the quantitative measures 
2. Analyze the qualitative measures

3. Reflect on the reader and task 
considerations

4. Recommend placement in appropriate 
complexity band

Reader and Task Questions

Do my 
students have 
background 

knowledge in 
this topic?

Might my 
students have 
an interest in an interest in 

this topic?
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Determining Text Complexity – 4 Steps

1 Determine the quantitative measures 1. Determine the quantitative measures 
2. Analyze the qualitative measures
3. Reflect on the reader and task 

considerations
4. Recommend placement in 

appropriate complexity bandappropriate complexity band

Drilling Down to Placement

G d  B dGrade Band

Grade

Time of 
Year
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Appendix B

On Track for College and Career


