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MISSOURI STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION AGENDA ITEM:               October 2016 
 

CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTING A RESOLUTION IN HONOR OF 
DARBIE VALENTI, MISSOURI TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 

Section 161.092, RSMo 
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DEPARTMENT GOAL NO. 3: 
 
Missouri will prepare, develop, and support effective educators. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Department recently announced the selection of Ms. Darbie Valenti, an elementary school 
teacher in the Savannah R-3 District, as Missouri’s Teacher of the Year for 2016-2017.  As a 
result of this recognition, Ms. Valenti also becomes Missouri’s candidate for the 2017 National 
Teacher of the Year program. 
 
Ms. Valenti has been teaching for 14 years and has been in her present position at Minnie Cline 
Elementary since 2013.  She was chosen from a field of seven finalists following personal 
interviews that were conducted by a 12-member selection committee. 
 
Ms. Valenti earned a Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education (1-6), Art Education (K-9) 
and Masters of Science in Education Leadership from Northwest Missouri State University, 
Maryville.   
 
Ms. Valenti, the six state finalists and 24 regional teachers of the year in this year’s Teacher of 
the Year program were formally honored by the Department on Monday, October 24, 2016, at a 
banquet in Jefferson City.   
 
PRESENTER: 
 
Paul Katnik, Assistant Commissioner, Office of Educator Quality, will assist with the 
presentation and discussion of this agenda item. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The Department recommends that the State Board of Education adopt the proposed resolution.  
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