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DEPARTMENT GOAL NO. 3:  
 
Missouri will prepare, develop, and support effective educators. 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
Kimberlie Straatmann holds career continuous professional certificates to teach in the areas of 
elementary education, grades 1-8; language arts, grades 4-8; mathematics, grades 4-8 and grades 
5-9; and social studies, grades 4-8.  In January 2013, she pled guilty to one felony count of driving 
while intoxicated – Alcohol Aggravated Offender in Franklin County, Missouri.  She was 
sentenced to five years probation and is successfully participating in a Court Alternative 
Program-DWI Court in Franklin County, Missouri. 
 
 
PRESENTER(S): 
 
Mark Allan Van Zandt, General Counsel, will participate in the presentation and discussion of this 
agenda item. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the State Board of Education suspend Kimberlie Straatmann’s teaching 
certificate for a period of nine months with a retroactive effective date of October 11, 2013. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

BEFORE THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
STATE OF MISSOURI 

 
IN THE MATTER OF: 
 
Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education, 
 Petitioner, 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

v.   
 

)  Case No. HR 13-024 
) 

Kimberlie Straatmann, 
 Respondent. 

) 
) 

 
Introduction 

 
This matter was held on February 20, 2014, before Cynthia Quetsch, Hearing Officer, 
designated by the Commissioner of Education.  Those present were:   
 

Todd Lucas, Counsel for the Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education; 

Rochelle Skolnick, Counsel for Respondent; and 
Kimberlie Straatmann, Respondent. 
 
 

Findings of Fact 
 

1. Kimberlie Straatmann, Respondent, holds Career continuous professional 
certificates of license to teach in the areas of elementary education, grades 1-8; 
language arts, grades 4-8; mathematics, grades 4-8 and grades 5-9; and social 
studies, grades 4-8.  Respondent’s certificates are current.  (Petitioner’s Exhibit 
1) (Transcript page, 13 lines 1 – 23). 
 

2. On or about November 20, 2003, Respondent pled guilty to one misdemeanor 
count of driving while intoxicated – alcohol in St. Louis County, Missouri.  
(Petitioner’s Exhibit 3) (Transcript page 14, lines 7-9; page 46, lines 7-13). 
 

3. On or about January 22, 2013, Respondent pled guilty to one felony count of 
driving while intoxicated – alcohol Aggravated Offender in Franklin County, 
Missouri.  (Petitioner’s Exhibit 2) (Transcript page 14, lines 3-7; page 23, line 1 
to page 24, line 12).  Respondent was sentenced to 5 years probation.  (Exhibit 
E) (Transcript page 24, line 22 to page 25, line 7). 

 
4. Respondent plead guilty to driving while intoxicated in Illinois in 2002.  

(Transcript page 45, lines 19-25). 
 

5. On February 20, 2014, a hearing was held before Cynthia Quetsch, Hearing 
Officer.  The Respondent was present and was represented by counsel, Rochelle 



   
 

Skolnick.  Petitioner was represented by Assistant Attorney General Todd Lucas. 
(Transcript page 2, lines 16-24).   

 
6. Respondent admitted that she pled guilty to driving while intoxicated in 2002, 

2003 and 2013.  (Transcript page 23, lines 1-6; page 45, line 19 - page 46, line 
13).  Respondent takes responsibility for her actions of driving while impaired 
and is remorseful.  (Transcript page 36, lines 1-2; page 37, line 16; page 39, line 
23 to page 240, line 8; page 44, lines 10-19). 

 
7. Respondent is participating in the Court Alternative Program-DWI Court in 

Franklin County, Missouri.  She has successfully completed 2 of the 4 phases in 
the program.  (Respondents Exhibits B, D, G and H) (Transcript page 30, line 10 
to page 31, line 23).  As a part of phase 3, Respondent has random urine analysis 
one time per week, attends group meetings, sees a counselor, serves as the 
liaison between the prosecuting attorney and the Judge presiding over the drug 
court, serves as president of the alumni association, does community service, 
and works with teenagers in the program.  (Transcript page 32, line 11 to page 
33, line 14; page 34, line 19 to page 35, line 3).  Respondent will participate in 
the drug court program for nine years including meeting with the Judge and 
having random urine analysis.  (Transcript page 33, line 22 to page 34, line 14).  

 
8. On October 11, 2013, Respondent was suspended without pay from the 

Ferguson-Florissant School District until July 1, 2014, based on a finding by the 
school board that she was convicted of a felony (driving while intoxicated) 
involving moral turpitude. The board specifically found that she had not 
exhibited immoral conduct and chose not to terminate her contract.  
(Respondent’s Exhibit C) (Transcript page 19, line 12 to page 20, line 5).  
Respondent has been employed by the Ferguson-Florissant School District for 23 
years.  (Transcript page 15, lines 19-21).   

 
9. Respondent taught math at McClure North High School and carried the highest 

class load and advisor load in the math department.  The head of the math 
department described Respondent as one of the best math teachers she had ever 
seen and the go-to person for students struggling in Algebra I or Geometry.  
(Exhibit A, pages 91-92). 
 

Conclusions of Law 
 

1. Mo. Rev. Stat. § 168.071.1 (1) (Supp. 2013) provides the following authority 
to the State Board of Education: 

The state board of education may refuse to issue or renew a 
certificate, or may, upon hearing, discipline the holder of a 
certificate of license to teach for the following causes: (1) A 
certificate holder or applicant for a certificate has pleaded to or 
been found guilty of a felony or crime involving moral turpitude 
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1                        PROCEEDINGS

2              HEARING OFFICER QUETSCH:  This is the matter

3 in the -- this hearing is in the matter of Kimberlie

4 Straatmann and has been designated Hearing No. 13-024.

5              This hearing is being held pursuant to section

6 168.071 of the Revised Statutes of Missouri, which

7 authorizes the State Board of Education to suspend or

8 revoke a certificate of license to teach if the certificate

9 holder has pleaded to or been found guilty of a felony or

10 crime involving moral turpitude under the laws of this

11 state or any other state or of the United States, or any

12 other country, whether or not sentence is imposed.

13              Administrative rules adopted by the State

14 Board of Education pursuant to this statue authorizes the

15 Commissioner of Education to designate a hearing officer in

16 this matter.  My name is Cynthia Quetsch and I have been

17 designated to hear this case.

18              Unless otherwise provided under Section 168.

19 071, this hearing is being held pursuant to the Procedural

20 Rules of Chapter 536, the Administrative Procedures Act.

21              The certificate holder, Kimberlie Straatmann

22 is present at the hearing, represented by Rochelle

23 Skolnick.  Assistant Attorney General Todd Lucas is present

24 on behalf of the State.

25              Did you want to make an opening statement?
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1              MR. LUCAS:  Yes, just have a brief one.

2                     OPENING STATEMENT

3 BY MR. LUCAS:

4              MR. LUCAS:  Kimberlie Straatmann, and as her

5 certificate says Kimberlie Kennedy, currently holds a

6 Career CPC certificates in Elementary Education, 1-8;

7 Language Arts, 4-8; Math, 4-8; Social Studies, 4-8; also

8 Mathematics, 5-9.  The evidence today will show

9 Ms. Straatmann was convicted of or pled guilty to four

10 different driving while intoxicated offenses.

11              The most recent took place on about January

12 22, 2013 in the Franklin County Circuit Court.  In this

13 instance, Ms. Straatmann pled guilty to driving while

14 intoxicated as an aggravated offended as defined in 577.023

15 of the Revised Statues of Missouri.  Driving while

16 intoxicated as an aggravated offender is a felony and is

17 also a crime of moral turpitude.  Her other three DWI's

18 were not felonies but can be seen as evidence of moral

19 turpitude.

20              As section 168.071 of the Revised Statues of

21 Missouri state the State Board of Education may upon

22 hearing, discipline the holder of a certificate of license

23 to teach for the following causes: Section One of that

24 statute says that a certificate holder or applicant has

25 pleaded guilty or been found guilty of a felony or a crime
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1 involving moral turpitude under the laws of this state,

2 whether or not sentence is imposed.  With that in mind, the

3 Department of Elementary and Secondary Education asks that

4 Ms. Straatmann, or Kennedy as her name appears on her

5 licenses, be disciplined appropriately.  Thank you.

6              HEARING OFFICER QUETSCH:  Ms. Skolnick, did

7 you want to make an opening statement now or later?

8              MS. SKOLNICK:  Sure, I'll make one now.

9                     OPENING STATEMENT

10 BY MS. SKOLNICK:

11              MS. SKOLNICK:  So as Mr. Lucas has said we're

12 here because the board has initiated disciplinary

13 proceedings against the teaching certificate of Kim

14 Straatmann, who is a star math teach and coach at McCluer

15 North High School in the Ferguson-Florissant school

16 district.  Kim is a 23-year veteran of the district who the

17 evidence will show is revered by all students, parents,

18 fellow teachers and administrators.  She has worked

19 successfully with the most challenging students and made a

20 palpable difference in her community.

21              Kim is also an alcoholic and now a recovering

22 alcoholic.  We know that alcoholism is a disease and those

23 in its grips make bad choices and in Kim's case the disease

24 led her to drink and drive most recently on November 1,

25 2011, which was the incident that led to the 2013 guilty
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1 plea.  And prior to that, as the record reflects, back in

2 2003 now more than ten years ago.

3              Kim is deeply regretful about these bad

4 choices and she is profoundly grateful that no one was ever

5 injured as a result of her choices.  Kim doesn't dispute

6 the guilty plea, but the complaint in this proceeding

7 alleges that when Kim pled guilty to driving while

8 intoxicated in January of 2013 and before that in November

9 of 2003, she was pleading guilty to a crime and a felony

10 involving moral turpitude and the facts simply do not

11 support that allegation.

12              As I'm sure you know the leading in Missouri

13 dealing with a crime involving moral turpitude is the 2007

14 Missouri Court of Appeals decision in Brehe v. DESE.  The

15 court in that case recited the Missouri definition of moral

16 turpitude which is, "An act of baseness, vileness, or

17 depravity; everything done contrary to justice, honesty,

18 modesty and good morals."  The court also endorsed the view

19 in that case that with regard to moral turpitude there are

20 three classifications of offenses.  First, those that

21 necessarily involve moral turpitude such as frauds.  Those

22 that are second, so obviously petty that they carry no such

23 suggestion of moral turpitude such as illegal parking.  And

24 those third, that may be saturated with moral turpitude but

25 do not necessarily involve it, such as a failure to pay
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1 income tax.  With the third classification the tribunal

2 looks to the related circumstances of the offense to

3 determine whether the offense is in fact so vial, base or

4 depraved as to be infected with moral turpitude.

5              Now dispute having done exhaustive research, I

6 have been unable to find a single Missouri case in any

7 context finding that driving while intoxicated, regardless

8 of the factual circumstances, constituted a crime or felony

9 involving moral turpitude.  Now, even assuming that driving

10 while intoxicated is one of that third classification of

11 offenses which requires us to look at the related

12 circumstances, the evidence will show that the

13 circumstances leading to Kim's guilty plea, which I will

14 leave to her to describe for you, utterly fail to

15 demonstrate the kind of moral depravity, baseness or

16 vileness that would warrant such a finding.

17              Now, even if the board were to conclude that

18 what Kim did warranted a finding of moral turpitude, which

19 we strongly believe it does not, the board still has the

20 discretion to decide whether to impose discipline; it's not

21 mandatory.  In light of that discretion we believe it's

22 appropriate for the board to consider, as it does in many

23 other circumstances, the nexus between Kim's conduct and

24 her teaching.  As I'm sure you know the state applies a

25 multifactor test to determine the existence of such a nexus
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1 and I believe that on every count with regard to all of

2 those factors, her conduct does not satisfy that nexus test

3 either.

4              Besides that, Kim's conduct over the past year

5 has demonstrated her resolve never to make the same

6 mistakes again.  In February of 2013 when she -- shortly

7 after she pled guilty, she voluntarily entered a rigorous

8 court-sponsored treatment program.  That program includes

9 individual and group counseling, community service and

10 frequent random test for alcohol and substance use.  Kim's

11 participation in the program has been whole hearted and

12 exemplary and through it she has turned her personal life

13 around and maintained complete sobriety.

14              I'm looking forward to having you hear

15 directly from Kim, but I want to take a moment here to

16 outline some of the other evidence in this case which is

17 evidence that comes in documentary form rather than in

18 testimony.  As you may know, Ferguson-Florissant school

19 district issued a notice of charges in August of 2013

20 alleging grounds for termination of her permanent teaching

21 contract.  Kim requested a hearing on those charges and one

22 was in fact held.  At the hearing several witnesses

23 testified in her support and Mr. Lucas and I have

24 stipulated that we may offer into evidence that witness

25 testimony in the form of excerpts of the transcript of the
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1 September 25, 2013 hearing before the Ferguson-Florissant

2 school board.  That testimony, which was sworn and subject

3 to cross examination by the district's attorney is

4 particularly reliable as a result.  I'm not going to

5 summarize all of that testimony because I will expect that

6 it will be reviewed, but just to hit some of the

7 highlights.  That testimony includes that of Erin King, who

8 is the head of the math department at McCluer North, Kim is

9 in her department.  Erin has been the heard of that

10 department for the past 7 years and a colleague of Kim's

11 for 19 years.  Erin testified that Kim is one of the best

12 math teachers she's ever seen, that Kim's class load and

13 her advising load are consistently the heaviest because she

14 connects so well with her students and that Kim is her

15 go-to person for troubled students.

16              You'll always read the testimony of the school

17 board president, Paul Morris, who was aware of 2003 guilty

18 plea at that time but had no concerns about Kim's fitness

19 to teach or to be around his own children.  Mr. Morris also

20 confirms -- who Mr. Morris and you have to assume that as

21 the president of the school board, Mr. Morris is clearly a;

22 respected and trusted member of the community -- he

23 confirms that's it's not an immoral thing to consume

24 alcohol and to then drive a car in every circumstance.

25 You'll also read testimony from Paul Schroeder, who is
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1 another school board member and the former head of the math

2 department in which Kim teaches, and from Mary Lancaster

3 who is a colleague of Kim and the mother of two students

4 who were fortunate enough to have Kim as their teacher and

5 coach.  None of these witness who know Kim and her work and

6 the her activities in the community firsthand, none of them

7 express any concern about her fitness to teach.

8              You'll also read the testimony of Fred Hook,

9 who has been working closely with Kim in the Franklin

10 County treatment program.  Mr. Hook, on September 25,

11 testified about the disease of addiction and the effect of

12 active addiction on decision making.  He also testified

13 about details of the program and Kim's participation in it

14 and that she's a shining star who has gone above and beyond

15 what is expected and that in fact she is doing the best of

16 anyone he has ever had in his caseload.  Mr. Hook

17 reaffirmed that testimony at the beginning of this month in

18 an affidavit when we thought this hearing was going to

19 happen earlier this month but of course it was continued

20 due to the weather.  In Mr. Hooks's affidavit, which

21 Mr. Lucas has also stipulated that we can admit, described

22 continued participation in the program.

23              So this testimony that we'll admit here

24 shortly was offered in the school board hearing on the

25 termination charges and after hearing -- I think it's



 HEARING   2/20/2014

www.midwestlitigation.com Phone: 1.800.280.3376 Fax: 314.644.1334
MIDWEST LITIGATION SERVICES

Page 10

1 important for the board here to known -- that after hearing

2 from Kim and from all those who supported her, the

3 Ferguson-Florissant school board did something that almost

4 never happens in teacher termination cases; it declined to

5 terminate her employment.  Instead imposing a suspension

6 until July 1, 2014.  Now I'm confident that once the board

7 here has considered all the evidence in this matter it will

8 conclude as the Ferguson-Florissant school board did, that

9 Kim Straatmann deserves to be allowed to continue

10 instructing and inspiring students of this state and the

11 Ferguson-Florissant school district and that the board will

12 therefore decide to take no action against Kim's teaching

13 certificate.  Thank you.

14              HEARING OFFICER MS. QUETSCH:  Thank you.

15 Mr. Lucas, do you want to call some witnesses?

16              MR. LUCAS:  Yes.  The department will call

17 Margery Tanner.

18 MARGERY TANNER, having been first duly sworn, testifies as

19 follows:

20                        EXAMINATION

21 QUESTIONS BY MR. LUCAS:

22         Q    Please state and spell your name for the

23 record?

24         A    Margery Tanner; M-a-r-g-e-r-y, T-a-n-n-n-e-r.

25         Q    And Ms. Tanner by whom are you employed?
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1         A    The Department of Elementary and Secondary

2 Education.

3         Q    And for how long have you been so employed?

4         A    Just under 20 years.

5         Q    What is your position at the department?

6         A    I'm the director of teacher certification.

7         Q    What are you responsibilities as the director?

8         A    I license individuals to practice in a

9 teaching profession.

10         Q    And do your duties include maintaining those

11 certification records?

12         A    Yes.

13         Q    And are the teacher certification records

14 prepared and maintained in your regular course of business?

15         A    Yes.

16         Q    And are they prepared and maintained at or

17 near the time of the events that are recorded therein?

18         A    Yes.

19         Q    And you aware of the department's case against

20 Ms. Kimberlie Straatmann?

21         A    Yes.

22         Q    Please turn to what has been marked as Exhibit

23 1 that I have in that folder there and take a moment to

24 look at it.  Did you recognize that exhibit?

25         A    Yes, I do.
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1         Q    What is it?

2         A    This is the certification record for

3 Kimberlie -- she's registered as Kennedy in our system --

4 Straatmann.

5         Q    And is that record kept in the regular course

6 of business?

7         A    Yes, it is.

8         Q    And is it a true and accurate copy of

9 Ms. Straatmann's certifications?

10         A    Yes.

11         Q    And does the department maintain that status

12 of this report?

13         A    Yes.

14         Q    And it was made by someone who would have

15 knowledge of this information?

16         A    Yes.

17         Q    I would like to offer Petitioner's Exhibit 1

18 into evidence.

19              HEARING OFFICER MS. QUETSCH:  Any objection.

20              MS. SKOLNICK:  No objection.

21              HEARING OFFICER MS. QUETSCH:  It is received.

22 It is a multi-page document?

23              (EXHIBIT 1 WAS OFFERED AND RECEIVED INTO

24 EVIDENCE.)

25              MR. LUCAS:  Yes.
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1         Q    So, Ms. Tanner does Ms. Straatmann hold

2 teaching certificates?

3         A    Yes, she does.

4         Q    What type of certificates are those?

5         A    She has career CPC certificates for the areas

6 of elementary grades 1-8, language arts 4-8, mathematics

7 4-8, social studies 4-8, mathematics 5-9.

8         Q    When were these certificates issued?

9         A    September 17, 2004.

10         Q    And when will those certificate expire?

11         A    September 17, 2103.

12         Q    So these are active and current then?

13         A    Yes.

14         Q    And does this report reflect whether she is

15 currently teaching or as an administrator in Missouri?

16         A    It shows that she was reported as teaching

17 through the 2011/12 school year.

18         Q    And where was she teaching in that year?

19         A    That was reported by the Ferguson-Florissant

20 school district.

21         Q    And does this record indicate if she's

22 licensed to teach in any other states?

23         A    No, it does not.

24              MR. LUCAS:  I believe that's all I have for

25 this witness.
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1              HEARING OFFICER MS. QUETSCH:  Any questions?

2              MS. SKOLNICK:  No questions.

3              MR. LUCAS:  Thank you.  Other than that the

4 only other two things I have are Exhibits 2 and 3, which

5 pursuant to Revised Statute 490.130 they are certified

6 records of Ms. Straatmann's pleas of guilty as in 2011, a

7 DWI aggravated offender and that's Exhibit 2.  Exhibit 3

8 would be the 2003 guilty plea of driving while intoxicated

9 as a prior offender and I would offer those into evidence.

10              HEARING OFFICER MS. QUETSCH:  Any objection?

11              MS. SKOLNICK:  No.

12              HEARING OFFICER MS. QUETSCH:  Both 2 and 3 are

13 received.

14              (EXHIBITS 2 AND 3 WERE OFFERED AND RECEIVED

15 INTO EVIDENCE.)

16              MR. LUCAS:  And that's all I got.

17              HEARING OFFICER MS. QUETSCH:  Ms. Skolnick, do

18 you want to proceed?

19              MS. SKOLNICK:  Sure.  Maybe as a preliminary

20 matter we can put in those exhibits that I referred to in

21 my opening.  Let's mark the transcript.

22              (EXHIBIT NO. A AND B WERE MARKED FOR

23 IDENTIFICATION BY THE COURT REPORTER.)

24              MS. SKOLNICK:  So I would move for admission

25 of Respondent's Exhibits A and B.
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1              HEARING OFFICER MS. QUETSCH:  Any objection.

2              MR. LUCAS:  No objection.

3              HEARING OFFICER MS. QUETSCH:  They are both

4 received.

5              (EXHIBITS A AND B WERE OFFERED AND RECEIVED

6 INTO EVIDENCE.)

7              MS. SKOLNICK:  Thank you.  We just have one

8 witness, Kim Straatmann.

9 KIMBERLIE STRAATMANN, having been first duly sworn,

10 testifies as follows:

11                        EXAMINATION

12 QUESTIONS BY MS. SKOLNICK:

13         Q    Kim, could you state your name for the record

14 and spell it for the court reporter, please?

15         A    My name is Kimberlie Straatmann;

16 K-i-m-b-e-r-l-i-e, S-t-r-a-a-t-m-a-n-n.

17         Q    Kim, would you like some water?

18         A    No.

19         Q    And you have been employed by the

20 Ferguson-Florissant school district for how long?

21         A    Twenty-three years.

22         Q    And when you started teaching at the district,

23 where did you start?

24         A    I started at Ferguson Middle School.

25         Q    And at some point you moved to McCluer North
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1 High school?

2         A    Yes, I did.

3         Q    Was that about in 2002/2003?

4         A    2002.

5         Q    Tell me -- tell the hearing officer about your

6 educational background.  You have a bachelor's degree?

7         A    I have a bachelor's from the University of

8 Missouri, St. Louis much.  From there I earned my masters

9 from the University of Missouri, St. Louis in 1989.  I then

10 received administration training and I took the praxis to

11 be an administrator from Lindenwood University about five

12 years ago.

13         Q    And have you also pursued some specific course

14 work to help you with the particular challenges of your

15 teaching?

16         A    Right.  I noticed were not listed on here.  I

17 have taken some accreditation classes to work with some

18 students in vo-tech classes and to work with students in

19 diversity, at-risk; additional training like that.

20         Q    And while at my McCluer North what classes

21 have you taught?

22         A    I have taught Pre-Algebra, Algebra, Geometry,

23 Honor's Geometry.

24         Q    And would you say that you have a particular

25 speciality in dealing with at-risk students?
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1         A    Yes.  I enjoy working with kids who have a

2 difficult time grasping mathematics, I think that came from

3 teaching at the middle school level.  And I don't know I'm

4 pretty lucky in communicated ideas with them and they don't

5 tend to get as frustrated when I do work with them.  I also

6 get the joy of working with them in and off the field when

7 I coach the students.  Typically a lot of our athletes have

8 difficulty in mathematics and for some reason I have been

9 able to work with them after practices, communicate with

10 their families and I have just been consistent.  I have

11 been there for 23 years.  I grew up in Ferguson-Florissant

12 school district.  I attended McCluer North High School from

13 where I graduated.  I'm teaching there.  I work with the

14 different teachers who taught me there.  I lived in the

15 community until I moved to Wentzville and when I got

16 married in Union.  I have just been a part of the whole

17 thing.  My church is there, St. Dismas.  I think they just

18 trust me and in a community where teachers tend to come and

19 go and especially in our district where the attrition rate

20 is huge, I have always been there and they can count on me.

21 People who aren't moving out of North County and Florissant

22 come to me and they request me as their teacher and as

23 their adviser and I'm kind of the one consistent variable

24 there, one of them.

25         Q    You alluded to coaching.  You have also
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1 served, in addition to teaching mathematics, you served as

2 a coach in the district?

3         A    Yes.  I started out coaching basketball, girls

4 softball and soccer and I help initiate the first girls

5 golf team.  We never had girl's golf.  So I'm all pro Title

6 IX.  I don't know, I just want to do anything to get the

7 kids involved in school because I have seen so many kids

8 drop out and especially again in North County where we're

9 having difficulty with our surrounding districts and

10 accreditation.  I just want school to be positive.

11         Q    Have you also had some administrative

12 responsibilities?

13         A    Yes. I have been pretty lucky at that.  I get

14 to work in the 11th grad office this past year and I worked

15 with discipline with serving detentions, working on

16 suspension, working on investigations through Facebook on

17 bullying with the girls and student fights and trying to

18 crack down on that.  I'm also serving as a liaison between

19 parents and sitting in on lots of parent conferences

20 serving as an adviser.

21         Q    In connection with your duties for the

22 Ferguson-Florissant school district, are you required to

23 drive?

24         A    No, I am not.

25         Q    So the Ferguson-Florissant school district --
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1 we've already established -- served you with a notice of

2 charges in August of 2013.  You requested a hearing on

3 those charges?

4         A    Yes, I did.

5         Q    And in fact a hearing took place?

6         A    Yes, it did.

7         Q    Subsequently the board issued a decision?

8         A    Yes, they did.

9         Q    And in that decision the board did not

10 terminate your employment, correct?

11         A    No, they didn't.

12         Q    I'm going to show you what I have marked as

13 Exhibit C.  Can you identify what this is?

14         A    This is notice of the findings from the

15 hearing in which I had with our Ferguson school board.

16         Q    So this is the Findings of Fact and Conclusion

17 of Law?

18         A    Yes, it is.

19         Q    Okay.  Move for admission of Exhibit C.

20              HEARING OFFICER MS. QUETSCH:  Any objection?

21              MR. LUCAS:  No objection.

22              HEARING OFFICER MS. QUETSCH:  Received.

23              (EXHIBIT C WAS OFFERED AND ACCEPTED INTO

24 EVIDENCE.)

25         Q    And this decision suspends you without pay
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1 until July 1 of 2014?

2         A    Yes, it does.

3         Q    But it also continues your health insurance

4 during the term of your suspension?

5         A    Yes, it does.

6         Q    And of course your ability to return to work

7 on July 1 is dependent on retaining your certification to

8 teach, correct?

9         A    Yes, it is.

10         Q    Let's talk first about the 2013 guilty plea

11 and the events leading up to that.  Am I correct in the

12 fact that conviction in 2013 that was in connection with an

13 event that occurred on November 1, 2011?

14         A    Yes.

15         Q    Can you describe for the hearing officer the

16 events that are occurred leading up to that arrest, what

17 was going on at that time?

18         A    All right.  Well, first of all I would like to

19 say that the preface of these events in no way is my

20 alcoholism an excuse for anything I have done.  No way.

21 This is how sick my mind was thinking.  I was -- on

22 November 2011 -- I was thinking of self-loss.  There was a

23 lady who had died who served as a mother figure to me and

24 she was a secretary at our school and I knew her from when

25 I attended McCluer North and I was good friends with her
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1 daughter when she attended McCluer and she worked as our

2 attending secretary and that was her funeral date.  So

3 people were meeting and really depressed and we met at a

4 local restaurant.  I was aware, of course, with my previous

5 bad judgments on drinking so I have avoided happy hours.  I

6 haven't done anything like that, but in 2011 I did have one

7 drink per hour there and I was there four about and half

8 hours after the funeral talking with people.  Then I drove

9 home, which is 64 miles away.

10         Q    So, it sounds like you were calculating.  You

11 said you had one drink per hour, what was the significance

12 of that?

13         A    It was to my understanding and through trying

14 to -- knowing the law they say your body can consume the

15 amount of alcohol one per hour and I was drinking water in

16 between so I was in no way trying to drive impaired.

17         Q    And did you believe that you were impaired

18 when you left the restaurant when you left the restaurant

19 in your car on November 1?

20         A    No, I didn't.

21         Q    When you were stopped -- and I assume you were

22 stopped?

23         A    For speeding, yes.

24         Q    You were stopped for speeding, you weren't

25 stopped for driving erratically?
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1         A    No.

2         Q    And you were asked to take a breathalyzer

3 test?

4         A    Yes, I was.

5         Q    And what was your blood alcohol level

6 determined to be?

7         A    Later on they determined it to be .082.

8         Q    And the legal limit is .080?

9         A    Yes, it is.

10         Q    You were arrested at that point but you were

11 not charged, correct?

12         A    Correct.

13         Q    And just to be clear because it took me some

14 understanding to get this.  Apparently the case went to a

15 Grand Jury and the Grand Jury issued a sealed indictment?

16         A    Correct.

17         Q    And that indictment apparently was made active

18 only when you were subsequently pulled over and what were

19 you pulled over -- that happened in November of 2012?

20         A    Right.

21         Q    And what happened that led to you being pulled

22 over in 2012?

23         A    2012, I was speeding.

24         Q    And were you intoxicated at that time?

25         A    No, no alcohol.
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1         Q    And at that point in late 2012 you were

2 charged then with the Class C felony of driving while

3 intoxicated as an aggravated offender?

4         A    That's when I was aware of it, yes.

5         Q    And you chose to plead guilty to that offense?

6         A    Most definitely.

7         Q    Can you explain why you chose to plead guilty?

8         A    I had realized I had a problem back in 2002,

9 2003 time and I was trying to control things, you know, by

10 avoiding, trying to manage what I drink, not admitting it

11 was me and I thought I could handle things.  You get to a

12 point where you can't control, you can't run, you have to

13 do the right thing and the next right thing is guilty.  And

14 whether I was trying -- I did not try to break the law in

15 my 2011 but you have to plead guilty because I'm guilty.

16 So I thought well, I'm going to try to get help so I went

17 to some counseling and I was still teaching at the time and

18 it was great and it help me realize that I do have a

19 problem but I have a lot of family problems and issues in

20 life and fears.  And so I went to address those and they

21 said we have this program that you can attend and it's

22 very -- it's a sincere program, it's a direct program, it's

23 a rigorous program, it's a respected program in the state

24 of Missouri and it's called the Franklin County DWI Drug

25 Court Program.
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1              So I learned to embrace recovery at any cost

2 that I have.  I jumped right in.  I volunteered to do the

3 things that they asked me to do and I'm working the

4 recovery program and I was teaching at the exact same time.

5         Q    So your guilty plea was in part a way to gain

6 access to the treatment that you knew you needed?

7         A    I couldn't see any better treatment.  I just

8 did not want to attend counseling and go to counseling here

9 and go to counseling there.  That's what I was doing, but I

10 believe addiction is a lot of times it's a symptom of what

11 our fears or what we're not facing in life and I didn't

12 want to run. I was guilty.

13         Q    Just marking a couple more exhibits here.

14 Kim, I'm going to put in front of you what I have marked as

15 Exhibit D.  Can you identify what that is?

16         A    It looks like it's my acceptance letter into

17 the DWI drug court program.

18         Q    So to get in you had to apply for admission

19 for that program?

20         A    Yes.  I had to apply and then I screened and

21 then there was a process that took about two months.

22         Q    And now I'm going to put in front of you what

23 I have marked as Exhibit E.  Can you identify what that is?

24         A    This is my order of probation, which was

25 issued by the state and it sentenced me to five years of
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1 probation.

2         Q    Is that term of probation for five years is

3 that reduced in any way?

4         A    Most definitely.  In the state of Missouri for

5 every good day that you serve they take a day off.  So

6 hoping it would be actually two and half years of serving

7 probation.

8              MS. SKOLNICK:  Okay.  I move for admission of

9 Exhibits D and E?

10              HEARING OFFICER MS. QUETSCH:  Any objection?

11              MR. LUCAS:  No objection.

12              HEARING OFFICER MS. QUETSCH:  They are both

13 received.

14              (EXHIBITS D AND E ARE OFFERED AND RECEIVED

15 INTO EVIDENCE.)

16              MS. SKOLNICK:  Actually maybe the court

17 reporter would not mind until the witness is finished

18 testifying to get her copy.

19              Okay.  I put in front of you what I have

20 marked as Exhibit F.  Can you identify what that is?

21         A    This looks like it was a copy of my copy of

22 the treatment court participation handbook.

23         Q    And is this something that you received when

24 you started the treatment court program?

25         A    Yes.
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1         Q    And just to be clear for the record, there is

2 some handwriting on this document.  Is that your

3 handwriting?

4         A    Yes, it is not knowing it would ever be shown

5 like this.

6         Q    In a minute I'm going to offer into evidence

7 but I think it might be helpful for the record if we could

8 orient to this document and help people understand how it's

9 laid out.  So let's turn first to what's marked as page 5

10 of this document.  Is this the court track that you're on

11 in the program?

12         A    Correct.  I'm enrolled in the DWI court track.

13         Q    And this page 5 it lays out eligibility

14 requirements?

15         A    Yes, it is does.

16         Q    And it also at the bottom of the page

17 describes the assessment that is undertaking before you're

18 admitted to the program?

19         A    Yes, it does.

20         Q    So in order to be admitted into the program

21 you had to meet those requirements and pass through this

22 assessment phase, correct?

23         A    Correct.

24         Q    Turning now to page 7, which is a chart.  What

25 does this chart describe?
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1         A    This is a brief synopsis of the four phases

2 that I need to complete in order to graduate from the

3 program.

4         Q    And which phase are you currently in?

5         A    Currently I'm in phase three and I have nine

6 weeks to go to finish phase three.

7         Q    And then you will advance to phase four?

8         A    I hope so.

9         Q    There is a couple of abbreviations on here

10 that it might be helpful for the record to establish what

11 they mean.  One of them PO, can you say what that is?

12         A    That refers to my probation officer.

13         Q    And do you know what TX recommendation is?

14         A    That's the treatment team recommendation.

15         Q    And who is on your treatment team?

16         A    It's a variety of about eight people.  We have

17 Judge Stanley Williams, we have the head treatment court

18 counselor, Jennifer.  We have another court counselor who's

19 name is Fred.  I have a probation officer, her name is

20 Sherry Huxol.  We have some previous school board members,

21 Jennifer Slay from the Union school district and some drug

22 court investigators, Jason Grellner is also on there.

23         Q    So the rest -- this sort of lays out -- and we

24 can talk about these phases in a little more detail -- but

25 this gives sort of an overview of the four phases of the
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1 program?

2         A    Yes.

3         Q    And then the rest of this manual spells out in

4 more detail the requirements of the program?

5         A    Yes.

6         Q    So let's talk about first of all phase one.

7 You started phase one back in February of 2013?

8         A    Yes, I did.

9         Q    Can you describe for the hearing officer what

10 the requirements of the phase one were or what sort of

11 things you were required to do during that period?

12         A    Daily you wake up and you call a phone number,

13 I'm randomly given a color and they call a series of colors

14 every day, even to completion of this program, and if they

15 call my color -- they call about five or six colors -- then

16 I am asked to have a UA, which is urine analysis and I have

17 a specific time from which I can do that.  If I miss that,

18 then it's considered a drop and then a sanction is jail

19 time in Franklin County.  So I am checked daily even

20 throughout each of the four phases.  In phase one the urine

21 analysis are about two to three times a week.  Again, even

22 on holidays, weekends you only have a two hour timeframe.

23 So they have stipulations and rules and structure on when

24 you can do this.  And there are no excuses.  I have missed

25 a UA before and I was writing a recommendation on the golf
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1 team and I was in school and I could not get back to

2 Franklin County in time.  I need to have UA in Franklin

3 County and I was sanctioned jail time for writing that

4 letter of recommendation.  This is no excuse program.

5              So besides maintaining my clean time and

6 having it checked daily if needed, I need to attend

7 different meetings.  I go to group meetings and then it was

8 on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday and then you're asked to

9 attend support group meetings, which are AA meetings or NA

10 meetings, at least three or four a week.  You're asked to

11 obtain a sponsor and you show documentation of attending

12 these meetings and the validity of signature is checked.

13              There is no guessing in this program.  It's

14 very well structured.  You are to maintain your career,

15 your job and if not they will help you get a job.  Your

16 family and your household is checked.  There is an officer

17 called a tracker, he comes out to our home and he checks to

18 make sure there are no drugs, no alcohol, no pills, my

19 medical records are screened.  The people with whom I

20 associate are screened.  And my husband being a beer

21 distributor, no beer in the household and it is checked.

22 Even to this day randomly they could come by the house at

23 any time.  You have probation, I meet with a probation

24 officer at that time I did twice a month just to make sure

25 I was abiding by state rules and their sanctions.
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1         Q    All right.  Did you also during phase one have

2 to wear some kind of a monitoring device?

3         A    Yes.  Due to pleading guilty with a felony

4 charge, I wore a SCRAM device, which is an alcohol

5 monitoring device for 90 days.

6         Q    And just to be clear, this sounds -- this

7 regimen sounds like it's almost a full-time job but you

8 were actually teaching throughout that period?

9         A    Yes.

10         Q    And did you successfully complete phase one?

11         A    Yes, I did.

12         Q    What letter are we up to?

13              HEARING OFFICER MS. QUETSCH:  F was the last

14 one.  So G is the next one.

15         Q    So Kim, I'm putting in front of you what I

16 have marked as Exhibit G.  Can you identify what that is?

17         A    Yes.  It's a certification of achievement for

18 successfully completing and heading towards phase two in

19 May of 2013.

20         Q    Let's talk a little bit about phase two.  Now,

21 could you just briefly describe what the requirements were

22 for your participation in the program in phase two?

23         A    Again, it's a daily call the line to see if

24 I'm to give a UA.  I do see the probation officer.  I

25 saw -- her name is Sherry again -- every other week.  I
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1 went to court to meet with Judge Williams twice a month.

2 We sit there and I sit through an entire docket and he

3 talks to us personally.  I forgot to talk about that.  I

4 think that's an important part because Judge Williams in

5 our program, he communicates, he is aware of our daily

6 progress, the treatment team does talk to him and he has

7 been a great help in the different things that I want to

8 accomplish in having his support in recovering.  I have

9 active participation.  I have the review hearings with the

10 judge and I go to even more support group meetings than I

11 need to go to.  I am involved in three home groups and at

12 this point I gained more sobriety time and I got to work

13 with some kids in the program.  Sadly there is some

14 teenagers involved in this program on the drug behalf.

15         Q    So one of the components of the program is

16 sort of passing and paying it forward?

17         A    Definitely.  In order to receive anything in

18 life you need to give back definitely.  I get by giving.

19         Q    I'm going to put what's been marked as Exhibit

20 H in front of you.  Can you identify what that is?

21         A    It's a certification saying I have

22 successfully completed phase two and I'm in phase three and

23 I earned that in September of 2013.

24              MS. SKOLNICK:  Okay. I will move for admission

25 of Exhibits G and H.
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1              HEARING OFFICER MS. QUETSCH:  Any objection?

2              MR. LUCAS:  No objection.

3              MS. SKOLNICK:  I don't think I moved for

4 admission of Exhibit F.  I will move for admission of that

5 too.

6              HEARING OFFICER MS. QUETSCH:  No objection?

7              MR. LUCAS:  No objection.

8              HEARING OFFICER MS. QUETSCH:  It is received.

9              (EXHIBITS F AND G WERE OFFERED AND RECEIVED

10 INTO EVIDENCE.)

11         Q    (By Ms. Skolnick) Can you talk about the

12 requirements of phase three, which you're in now?

13         A    Extended curfew, which is 12:30 and there is a

14 person who does come by which I have not mentioned that

15 would maintain that the curfew is abided by and I haven't

16 had any curfews breaks.  Again everyday I call the line,

17 the recording to see if they had called my color.  At this

18 point I go to random urine analysis about once a week.  I

19 go to court once a month and meet with Judge Williams and

20 attend a variety of meetings.  We have group meetings

21 now -- through these issues which are involving in my

22 sobriety, I attend an all female group on Tuesdays and I

23 see a female counselor and you get -- I have counseling

24 again once a month or whatever I need with our counselor

25 Fred, who now we're going to marriage counseling.  I go to
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1 my groups, I participate. I am also now in phase three I

2 serve as a liaison between the prosecuting attorney and

3 Judge Williams and the people who are in the drug DWI court

4 and to facilitate communication and better help sobriety

5 with people in our community.  Also, I am the president of

6 the alumni association.

7         Q    That's an alumni association of people who

8 have been in the program?

9         A    Of recovery, yes.

10         Q    So would it be accurate to say you have taken

11 on some leadership roles in the program?

12         A    Again, due to I'm not working right now and

13 the closest I can get to working with teenagers and things,

14 it's just amazing the feedback I get to watch people grow.

15         Q    And once you finish with phase three

16 presumably you'll advance to phase four?

17         A    I hope so in nine weeks.

18         Q    And this chart describes again the continued

19 monitoring.  You'll still have similar monitoring during

20 that period?

21         A    Yes, I will.

22         Q    And assuming that everything goes as you would

23 hope, do you have any idea about when you'll finish with

24 this entire program?

25         A    I'm thinking August.  I would like to add I
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1 won't be finished exactly with the program.  I will have

2 graduated this program but currently I was awarded my

3 limited driving privileges, which are supervised by Judge

4 Williams which I chose to do that and he accepted my case.

5 So for the next nine years my driving, I will meet with

6 Judge Williams and review things and go to court about

7 every other month and be subject to random UA's also.

8         Q    For that entire nine years?

9         A    For the entire nine years.  It was one of the

10 stipulations where I'm so proud to be a part of this

11 program.  It's a lot of work and it shows great recovery

12 and I chose this when I needed helped before I even knew

13 that my certification would be on the line.  I just needed

14 the help.

15         Q    You refer to AA meetings, are you currently

16 active in an AA recovery program?

17         A    Yes, I am.  I'm working the 12 steps and I

18 have three home groups and one amazing sponsor.

19         Q    Is there also a community service component to

20 this treatment program?

21         A    Most definitely and it's listed in this packet

22 too where I work -- and even know that I have more time.  I

23 work with the humane society, with Franklin County

24 Foundations, which helps write curriculum for high

25 schoolers, the need of recovery and how kids are drinking
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1 and doing drugs and lying most definitely.  I work with

2 American Red Cross and do numerous blood drives and I work

3 with platelet donors too.

4         Q    And also as part of the district's decision in

5 your case, one of the conditions that they imposed on your

6 suspension was a community service piece, correct?

7         A    Yes.  My district, Ferguson-Florissant has

8 asked that I work eight hours of community service a month

9 and I have a report submitted to Amy Joyce, she is our HR

10 superintendent.

11         Q    And also just to be clear, another one of the

12 requirements for the Ferguson-Florissant school district

13 was that they obtain regular reports of your progress in

14 the program?

15         A    Yes.  I released all the information from my

16 counseling program, from this DWI court program and from

17 Judge Williams to the Ferguson school district to be given

18 reports and to any time they would have questions they may

19 receive information.

20         Q    I want to back up now at this point.  We

21 talked about the 2011 incident of driving while

22 intoxicated.  Let's talk about what was going on in 2003

23 when you were previously pulled over for driving -- well

24 actually why don't you tell the hearing officer what

25 happened in 2003?
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1         A    Again, it's no excuse of what had happened.

2 What I was thinking at that time was self-pity.  My

3 father -- who I thought was my father at the time -- I was

4 a victim -- which our program teaches us we're not ever

5 victims -- of molestation.  It was as I was growing up and

6 I was trying to handle that probably by avoidance and he

7 was dying at that time and he really wasn't part of my life

8 and I felt myself always trying to be a part of his life

9 and look for praise and he was dying in Florida.  So at

10 that time I knew I was drinking and trying to work a

11 program but not very well.  I have to release that guilt

12 and let him die and it was just the right thing to do.  But

13 I couldn't get a hold of him because one of my sisters had

14 gone down there and she was -- I don't know.  It was kind

15 of confusing.  So I went to my mom, my mom had told me he

16 was dying and I'm like mom, I need to communicate with him

17 and she wouldn't tell me.  I said mom, I really do and she

18 was hiding it and I got more upset and I told her about the

19 molestation.  I thought I had told her earlier in my life

20 but she couldn't believe it and she said that I needed to

21 tell my sisters.

22              So besides my father, who I thought was my

23 father, dying and then I had to deal with all these

24 feelings of guilt and just emotion that I wasn't working

25 well on, then she tells the family and it was just horrible
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1 and I wasn't focused well on things.  I was more

2 embarrassed I guess.  I was just thinking about myself and

3 I thought she had no right to do that.  And so he did die

4 and I couldn't get there in Florida.  Then our family kind

5 of broke and turns out each of my sisters, we have

6 different dads and my family unraveled and I found out I

7 had another sister.  I thought I was the oldest sister of

8 real blood from my family.  The family had held that secret

9 too that I had an older sister and it was just a lot to

10 absorb.

11         Q    But just to sort of -- clearly that was an

12 extremely stressful and difficult time but to refocus on

13 what then -- what was the result of that with regard to

14 drinking and driving?  How does that connect to the

15 incident?

16         A    Purely I was just selfish.  I did not intend

17 to hurt anybody.  Maybe I was upset with myself.  I may

18 have wanted to die, I was humiliated and I didn't think

19 that had to do with my teaching.  It was always separate.

20 I didn't have alcohol ever at school.  It wasn't anywhere

21 at school, my attendance record was great.  It was just how

22 I dealt with things after school.

23         Q    So on that occasion were you actually pulled

24 over or what happened?

25         A    I had an accident.  I was reaching for the
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1 phone and it was on a single road bridge and I had an

2 accident.

3         Q    And was anyone else involved in the accident?

4         A    No, just me.

5         Q    So it was a one car accident?

6         A    And a bridge.  A railing of a bridge on a

7 single lane into a creek.

8         Q    And were you injured?

9         A    No, I wasn't.

10         Q    Was anyone else injured?

11         A    Nobody else was injured.

12         Q    Was there any property damage?

13         A    There was no restitution, no property damage.

14         Q    But after the accident you were tested?

15         A    Yes, I was.

16         Q    Do you remember what your alcohol level was at

17 that time?

18         A    No.

19         Q    Again, that's been ten years -- more than ten

20 years ago, right?

21         A    Right.

22         Q    You described a very stressful situation in

23 2003.  If you were to find yourself in a similarly

24 stressful situation today, how would you handle that?

25         A    The tools I have are so different.  I have to
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1 accept the things that are going on.  I pray for peace.  I

2 would not react, I would think before I would disclose the

3 information.  I would not take it personally.  I understand

4 now how my mom was operating.  She was in denial but I have

5 to forgive her for that.  She was trying to protect my

6 sisters thinking maybe things were going on then.  I could

7 have been more open.  Now I understand when people get

8 angry and they are mad usually they are hurt and there is

9 some kind of reasoning behind that.  Before I didn't think

10 of that, I would just kind of react and put up a wall or

11 something.  I have dealt with death since that and I think

12 I can handle things now.  I have an amazing support group

13 on how to handle things.

14         Q    Let me just ask you directly.  Would it one of

15 your reactions to consider drinking and driving?

16         A    Honestly, no.  It's not a single drink for

17 really anybody.  The question has come to me how much is

18 too much.  It's not illegal to have a drink and drive, it's

19 illegal to drive impaired and I don't believe that any

20 drinking should occur because we're not mature enough

21 really to understand.  Even with kids .02 percent could

22 impair.

23         Q    Through the events that have happened to you

24 in the last couple of years have you come to recognize that

25 you are an alcoholic?
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1         A    Most definitely, yes.

2         Q    And have you made any changes in your life in

3 response to that realization?

4         A    Immense changes.

5         Q    Could you just talk a little bit about those?

6         A    Well, I realized my life is unmanageable.  I

7 have gone to counseling to handle things.  I don't play the

8 victim anymore like woe is me and how to do with things.  I

9 believe that by growing and learning from my mistakes, I

10 can help others deal with their mistakes.  It's just

11 imperative that I get back into the classroom because kids,

12 high schoolers are dealing with these same emotional

13 problems.  We allow our fears to get the best of us at

14 times, especially women and kids with bullying and

15 technology, their emotions are disrupted and drinking is

16 not a way out.  Even though it's a social thing and people

17 are out there, it's not the way and sadly I'm seeing kids

18 resort to other drugs too just to relieve that stress so

19 they don't have the feelings.  And I'm working with groups

20 of high schoolers who just in society we have said our kids

21 aren't doing this and they are, even in private schools.

22 They are doing and shooting heroin, they are taking pills

23 and the addiction rate is going to be huge whether they get

24 caught or not.  They are lying to themselves and the kids

25 we're not teaching them to deal with emotional issues.
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1 It's kind of been just ignored.  I know there is a lot

2 money from our states being taken away from behavioral

3 sciences and counseling and I really wasn't one to admit I

4 had issues.  I can overcome this, I can do this.  It's okay

5 to say we have a problem and it's okay to get help.  I

6 would be so hypocritical if I could not get back in the

7 classroom and help these kids deal with themselves.  I

8 really -- I have made mistakes, I'm not ignoring the

9 mistakes.  I don't want to broadcast the mistakes but I can

10 truly be an asset to teaching.

11         Q    Would you say that your alcoholism in the past

12 when you were drinking that that affected your decision

13 making?

14         A    Definitely.  As a depressant, I was already

15 wound up emotionally, high energy.  Yes, it did not help.

16         Q    And has that changed since you've been in

17 recovery?

18         A    Well, I took that variable out of the

19 alcoholism -- or the alcohol.  But I am a lot calmer about

20 situations, yes.  I'm a lot better and happier and

21 peaceful.

22         Q    On either occasion back in 2011 or in 2003 was

23 it your intention to cause harm to anyone?

24         A    No, nor would it be verbally if I was out

25 there saying things.  I'm not that kind of person who would
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1 attack a person verbally or to get in a car.  I don't think

2 anybody plans on it.  I couldn't imagine they plan on

3 hurting anybody.  So do I think morally I went out there to

4 hurt anybody, no.  I was selfish and not thinking of others

5 at that time.

6         Q    I think we're pretty close to being done.  I

7 wonder whether you could -- would you say that you consider

8 yourself to be a responsible member of society?  I think we

9 have gotten a sense of your view of your place of yourself

10 in society, but maybe you could talk a little bit about

11 what you've done to demonstrate your view of your place in

12 society?

13         A    Currently or in the past over all?

14         Q    Why don't we go back into the past and up to

15 the current time.

16         A    Teaching has been a major part of my life and

17 seems to be the only consistent variable of where I had --

18 that appeared to be stability.  That's a place I would go

19 and be there everyday and I would escape all the craziness

20 and then I would coach.  It was just a great way to spend

21 my days and my weekends.  During that time I was aware of

22 bone marrow, one of our kids at the middle school needed

23 bone marrow transplant.  So we had a big run and I got on

24 the registry list and I became a bone marrow donor.  They

25 found me at the high school and that was pretty awesome to
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1 see how the fruition of those activities came.  So I was a

2 bone marrow donor.

3              Also there was a child when I was teaching

4 middle school whose parents died and the state really

5 didn't find out.  I don't know how that worked and his aunt

6 kind of helped take care of him.  I found out through

7 talking to him that he and his sister were raising

8 themselves, so I took him in.  I talked to the principal

9 and we tried to work out the logistics of it and I took him

10 in and I adopted him.  It was amazing actually.  He was a

11 highly at-risk individual where he would drop out.  But I

12 couldn't have done that without the help of the principal

13 and the other teachers and we all pinched in together and

14 another principal agreed to get him back in school by the

15 time we could help and that was really neat.  I don't know

16 I have worked with just the students working in restaurants

17 and things and coaching.

18         Q    Are you also an active member of your church?

19         A    Oh, yeah.  The past one was St. Dismas and I

20 did a lot of fundraisers.  Even to this day we still donate

21 many things for their parish auction and I work with the

22 kids because I was raised a Catholic and I work with their

23 parents.  A lot of these events where I was out after

24 school, I was with other parishioners and family members in

25 the community.  I was a huge proponent of living in the
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1 community and I lived in Ferguson-Florissant and I was part

2 of it.  Even when my friends were moving to St. Charles I'm

3 like no, you need to stay.  We can help our community and I

4 can't think of what a better teacher or person who is

5 active in the community than to live in the community.  So

6 I was active that way too.

7         Q    All right.  I think I have covered everything

8 that I want to cover.  Is there anything else that you

9 would like the hearing officer and the board to consider?

10         A    Most definitely seeking forgiveness.  I can't

11 think of anything else I would identify myself with as

12 being a teacher.  I believe that through my past I can only

13 grow and I believe that we teach our students to grow with

14 adversity and things that they have done.  And not to

15 making excuses but to move forward and hopefully I can be

16 judged better as to how much stronger I am and what an

17 advocate I am for addiction and recovery and spiritual

18 growth and in understanding and I hope that you give me

19 that chance to do that.  Thank you.

20              HEARING OFFICER MS. QUETSCH:  Mr. Lucas, do

21 you have any questions?

22              MR. LUCAS:  Yes.

23                     CROSS EXAMINATION

24 QUESTIONS BY MR. LUCAS:

25         Q    Can I just call you Kim?
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1         A    Please do.

2         Q    Kim you have had four convictions of driving

3 while intoxicated, correct?

4         A    Yes.

5         Q    And the first one was in 1999?

6         A    Yes.

7         Q    Did you plead guilty in that case?

8         A    I don't know.  I remember that was no

9 emotional breakdown.  I was at a family wedding.  That was

10 bad.

11         Q    And so but you did drive intoxicated?

12         A    Yes, I did.

13         Q    And what was your last name at that time?

14         A    Okay.  My name is Schafer and then I was

15 married and became Kennedy and that marriage lasted a year

16 and now I'm Straatmann.

17         Q    So at the time of the 1999 it was Schafer?

18         A    Yes.

19         Q    And then in 2002 you had a second DWI?

20         A    Yes.

21         Q    Was that in the state of Illinois?

22         A    Yes.

23         Q    Okay.  Do you remember if you pled guilty in

24 that case?

25         A    I did.
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1         Q    But you did drive intoxicated?

2         A    Yes.

3         Q    And then as we mentioned your third DWI was in

4 2003.  Actually, sorry let's go back to 2002.  What was

5 your last name at that time?

6         A    Kennedy maybe.

7         Q    And then in 2003 you pled guilty to the

8 driving while intoxicated, correct?

9         A    Okay. Todd, I don't know about the name

10 change.  I do know that I was Schafer and then when I got

11 married for a year I was Kennedy but at that time my dad's

12 name was Schafer and I wanted no part of that so I kept

13 Kennedy.

14         Q    I'm only asking because the different exhibits

15 say the last name, so I'm just kind of showing that it was

16 actually you.

17         A    Yes, I had so much anger for the name Schafer

18 I just kept Kennedy.

19         Q    Sure.

20              MS. SKOLNICK:  Todd, there is no dispute about

21 the number of offenses and there was in fact either guilty

22 plea and conviction of each one.  I don't think we have any

23 dispute about that.

24         Q    (By Mr. Lucas) Aside from your four DWI's, do

25 you have any other convictions that just haven't been
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1 mentioned today?

2         A    Under a different name, Todd?  No, I don't.

3         Q    And as you mentioned you're currently on

4 probation?

5         A    Yes, I am.

6         Q    And do you have any violations of that current

7 probation?

8         A    No.

9         Q    And you mentioned that you're still in a

10 rehabilitation program?

11         A    For lifetime, yes.

12         Q    And you're in phase three of the --

13         A    The program, yes I am.

14         Q    And now when did you start that rehab program?

15         A    In February a year ago.

16         Q    Okay.  So 2013?

17         A    Yes.

18         Q    And your fourth DWI was in 2011?

19         A    Yes.

20         Q    And so for that year in between did you ever

21 consider rehab?

22         A    That's what I was trying to say I did go to

23 counseling and that's when I was trying to control it

24 myself and I didn't admit I had problem and that's the

25 first step, you have to admit.
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1         Q    Okay.  And we heard you say you had rehab for

2 this one.  Did you ever consider rehab for your other three

3 DWI's?

4         A    I went to the state mandated SATOP and then to

5 a counselor.  I didn't -- I thought it was social event

6 when I was drinking.

7         Q    And so between your 2003 arrest and your 2011

8 arrest, so that was about eight years did you ever drink

9 and drive in between that time?

10         A    Not knowingly impaired.

11         Q    But did you ever have a drink and drive but

12 maybe not impaired?

13              MS. SKOLNICK:  I'm sorry.  I'm going to

14 object.  I'm not sure what the relevance of that is.

15              MR. LUCAS:  I have no response.

16         Q    Have you ever drank and drive since your 2011

17 arrest?

18         A    No.

19              MR. LUCAS:  That's all I have got.

20              HEARING OFFICER QUETSCH:  Anything else Ms.

21 Skolnick?

22              MS. SKOLNICK:  I don't think so.

23              HEARING OFFICER QUETSCH:  Did you want to make

24 a closing statement?

25              MR. LUCAS:  I would.
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1              MS. SKOLNICK:  Are we going to brief?

2              HEARING OFFICER QUETSCH:  It is your-alls

3 option.

4              MS. SKOLNICK:  I would actually prefer to

5 brief.  I think the case warrants that kind of

6 consideration.

7              MR. LUCAS:  That's find.  Do you still want a

8 closing?

9              HEARING OFFICER QUETSCH:  It's your option.

10                     CLOSING STATEMENT

11 BY MR. LUCAS:

12              MR. LUCAS:  The evidence today has shown that

13 Kim, Ms. Straatmann, holds several teaching certificates

14 issued by the department and that she has pled or has been

15 found guilty of four different driving while intoxicated

16 offenses.  Ms. Straatmann's convictions are crimes

17 involving moral turpitude and are considered felonies, at

18 least her final one was, and that constitutes cause to

19 discipline her license pursuant to Section 168.071.1 of the

20 Revised Statutes of Missouri and also cause to suspend or

21 revoke her certificate pursuant to Section 5 CSR

22 20-400.230.

23              Missouri, as Ms. Skolnick mentioned earlier in

24 Brehe, they define what moral turpitude is and there are

25 three categories as mentioned.  The first category are
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1 crimes that necessarily involved moral turpitude, such as

2 frauds which obviously that's not the case here.  Category

3 two are crimes so obviously petty that they carry no

4 suggestion of moral turpitude such as illegal parking,

5 which there was no illegal parking here so it's probably

6 not category two.  And category three are crimes that may

7 be saturated with moral turpitude yet do not involve it

8 necessarily, such as willful failure to pay income taxes or

9 refusal to answer questions before a congressional

10 committee, which those two examples aren't there but there

11 are Missouri cases that have held the driving while

12 intoxicated at least multiple instances are category three

13 crimes.

14              If you'll look in the folder I gave you there

15 is an administrative hearing case titled Berry versus the

16 Missouri Real Estate Commission.  If you'll turn to page 4

17 of that packet that I gave you they state at the very top

18 that, "We have in previous cases determined that driving

19 while intoxicated is a category three crime and that it may

20 not always qualify as a crime of moral turpitude.  However,

21 multiple instances of driving while intoxicated display a

22 persistent disregard for the law and for the danger to the

23 public that such conduct involves."  Then they found that

24 various multiple instances are in fact crimes of moral

25 turpitude.  I believe that in that case there were only
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1 three -- no there were five times of driving while

2 intoxicated.  So while it was more than what Ms. Straatmann

3 has it's still multiple instances.

4              Therefore my recommendation is that the facts

5 here warrant discipline but not necessarily rise to the

6 level of revocation.  With that in mind, I ask the board to

7 consider the evidence before it and impose the appropriate

8 level of discipline to Ms. Straatmann's certificates.

9 Thank you.

10              HEARING OFFICER QUETSCH:  Ms. Skolnick, did

11 you want to make a statement or did you want to just submit

12 a brief?

13              MS. SKOLNICK:  I will reserve and submit a

14 brief.  Thank you.

15              HEARING OFFICER QUETSCH:  Let's go off the

16 record.

17              (A recess was taken.)

18              HEARING OFFICER QUETSCH:  The parties have

19 agreed to submit briefs 30 days from today's date and they

20 will submit them simultaneously.  Does anybody have

21 anything they want to add to the record?  If not, the

22 record is closed.  Thank you.

23              (Hearing concluded at 10:16 a.m.)

24

25
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