What are authorized activities for subgrants in the McKinney-Vento Act?
LEAs must use McKinney-Vento subgrant funds to assist homeless children and youth with enrolling, attending, and succeeding in school.  In particular, the funds may support the specific activities outlined in the law in Section 723.

Authorized Activities for McKinney-Vento Subgrants and Funding

1. The provision of tutoring, supplemental instruction, and enriched educational services that are linked to the achievement of the same challenging state academic content standards and challenging state student academic achievement standards the State 3establishes for other children and youths.

2. The provision of expedited evaluations of the strengths and needs of homeless children and youths, including needs and eligibility for programs and services.  Such as educational programs for gifted and talented students, children with disabilities, and students with limited English proficiency, services provided under Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 or similar state or local programs, programs in vocational and technical education, and school nutrition programs.

3. Professional development and other activities for educators and pupil services personnel that are designed to heighten the understanding and sensitivity of such personnel to the needs of homeless children and youths, the rights of such children and youths under this subtitle, and the specific educational needs of runaway and homeless youths.

4. The provision of referral services to homeless children and youths for medical, dental, mental, and other health services.

5. The provision of assistance to defray the excess cost of transportation for students under section 722(g)(4)(A), not otherwise provided through Federal State, or local funding, where necessary to enable students to attend the school selected under section 722(g)(3).

6. The provision of developmentally appropriate early childhood education programs, not otherwise provided through Federal, State, or local funding, for preschool-aged homeless children.

7. The provision of services and assistance to attract, engage, and retain homeless children and youths, and unaccompanied youths, in public school programs and services provided to non-homeless children and youths.
8. The provision for homeless children and youths of before- and after-school, mentoring, and summer programs in which a teacher or other qualified individual provides tutoring, homework assistance, and supervision of educational activities.

9. If necessary, the payment of fees and other costs associated with tracking, obtaining, and transferring records necessary to enroll homeless children and youths in school, including birth certificates, immunization or medical records, academic records, guardianship records, and evaluations for special programs or services.
10. The provision of education and training to the parents of homeless children and youths about the rights of, and resources available to, such children and youths.
11. The development of coordination between schools and agencies providing services to homeless children and youths, as described in section 11432(g)(5) of this title.

12. The provision of pupil services (including violence prevention counseling) and referrals for such services.

13. Activities to address the particular needs of homeless children and youths that may arise from domestic violence.

14. The adaptation of space and purchase of supplies for any non-school facilities made available under subsection (a)(2) of this section to provide services under this subsection.

15. The provision of school supplies, including those supplies to be distributed at shelters or temporary housing facilities, or other appropriate locations.

16. The provision of other extraordinary or emergency assistance needed to enable homeless children and youths to attend school.
What are some guiding questions to consider for subgrant expenses?

When determining if a subgrant expense is appropriate, consider the following questions:

1. Does the expense meet the intent of the law?  That is, does the expense facilitate the school enrollment, attendance, and success of homeless children and youth?  Moreover, is it critical to maintaining the enrollment, attendance, and success of homeless students or even just one homeless student?

2. Doe the expense fit in with one of the 16 authorized activities in Section 723 of the law?
3. Does this expense cover services that apply only to the homeless education program and are connected to the educational needs specifically of homeless children and youth?  

4. Does the expense fit within goals articulated, and approved, in the subgrant proposal?
5. Does the expense meet a need that was identified as a priority need based on a comprehensive needs assessment?

6. Was the expense included, and approved, in the subgrant budget?

7. Is the expense necessary for efficient operation for the homeless education program?

8. Is there reasonability in proportion to the rest of the program budget and how much is being spent per student?  Or, if this is an expense for one student, is it proportional to other program or students’ needs?

9. Is the cost for this service reasonable?

10. Is this expense for supplemental services, and not for services that should be paid for by the LEA as part of the regular academic program?

11. Are there comparable services that the LEA provides to nonhomeless students and should provide to homeless students?

12. Is there evidence of coordination with Title I for use of the Title I homeless set aside?

13. Has an effort been made to obtain this service from another source, such as business partners and service agencies?

14. Is this expense beyond the scope of the McKinney-Vento program and would be more appropriately covered by a community service agency?

How can we plan for spending the subgrant funds?
1.  Use data to identify needs and priorities related to homeless children and youth.

· How many homeless students does your district serve?

· Where do most of your homeless students reside?

· How many students remain in their school of origin and receive transportation to and from the school of origin?

· Home many homeless students have received school supplies, clothing, back packs, or other services?

2.  Assess the extent to which your school district has been identifying and serving homeless students.

· Is your school district identifying all homeless children and youth?

· If not, funds can be spent on outreach and awareness activities (printing posters, conducting trainings in the community, funding a portion of staff time to plan and conduct trainings).
· Are administrators, educators, and others aware of the McKinney-Vento Act?

· If not, funds can be spent on training events, newsletters, etc.

· Does your school district have a plan in place for serving homeless children and youth with goals, objectives, and activities?

· If not, funds can be spent on needs assessment and planning activities.
· If so, funds can be spent on activities to implement the plan, including direct services for homeless children and youth.

3.  Identify the amount of your district’s Title I set aside for homeless students and coordinate activities between McKinney-Vento and Title I accordingly.  
· Have you met with your Title I coordinator to discuss needs of homeless children and youth and what amount should be set aside through Title I for these children?

· Have you developed a plan for how Title I set aside funds should be spent for homeless children and youth (services in non-Title I schools comparable to those in Title I schools, services in shelters and hotels and motels where homeless student stay).

