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MISSOURI STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION AGENDA ITEM:                    August  2020 

 

REPORT ON SCHOOL RE-ENTRY 

 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 

 

Section 161.092, RSMo 
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Report 

Item 

 

 

PRIORITY AREA 

 

Safe & Healthy Schools 

 

SUMMARY 

 

Since the March State Board of Education meeting, the Department has presented an overview of 

its response to COVID-19, including their immediate, current and future response.  This 

presentation is a continuation of that discussion and focuses on the ongoing communication 

efforts of the agency.  

 

PRESENTER 

 

Mallory McGowin, Communications Coordinator, will provide the presentation and members of 

the Executive Leadership Team will contribute to the discussion of this agenda item. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Commissioner Margie Vandeven &
DESE Executive Leadership Team

School Re-Entry Update

August 18, 2020



• Agenda
 DESE Authority & Responsibility
 Phase One – Immediate Response
 Phase Two – Current Response
 Phase Three – Future Response/Next Steps
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• Local School Boards

• Local Public Health Officials

• Director of Department of Health & Senior 
Services (DHSS)

School Closure Authority 3



• Provide flexibility necessary to allow LEAs to 
make decisions focused on safety & well-being of 
students, staff & community

• Provide support to ensure education & support 
services continue for Missouri students & families

• Communicate
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• Sought statutory & regulatory relief
 6 federal & 22 state

o 2020 graduating seniors
o School accountability
o Educator preparation programs 

• Used existing state statute waiver authority 
 School payment
 School calendar start date
 Summer school
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• Statutory & regulatory relief continues
 Substitute teachers
 School finance
 School foods

• State Board of Education Special Meeting
 Attendance calculations

o Alternative Methods of Instruction – Extended 
o School accountability
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• Food & Nutrition Services
 USDA Waivers

o Over 19 million meals served

 Maps with site information
 National Guard assistance
 Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer program

o 124,342 applications processed
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Phase I Support 

• Issued Guidance
 16 Administrative Memos
 200+ pages guidance
 FAQs and video messages
 Ongoing updates

dese.mo.gov/COVID19
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• School Reopening Guidance with DHSS
 Proactive

o Screening/Sick? Stay Home! Campaign
o Hand Hygiene/Enhanced Cleaning and Sanitization
o Physical Distancing
o Mask/Face Coverings

 Reactive
o Symptomatic at School
o Positive Cases
o Contact Tracing
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• Distributing Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act Funds
 Education Stabilization Fund 

o Elementary and Secondary Education Relief (ESSER) Fund 
$208 M

o Governor’s Education Emergency Relief (GEER) Fund $30 M

 Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) $35.8 M
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• $208 M through ESSER
 90% to LEAs through Title I Formula

o 488 applications processed
o $96,052,044 distributed to date

 10% for DESE ESSER Reserve
o Digital Divide
o Teacher Training
o Social and Emotional Needs
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• Missouri Connectivity Grant
 $10 M CRF – Access

o $4,000/building
o Required match ($10 M)

 $15 M GEER + $5 M ESSER – Connections
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• Social and Emotional Learning Assistance
 $4.3 M ESSER Reserve
 Alive & Well Communities

• Academic Learning Acceleration
 $10 M CRF
 Missouri Learning Engagement & Acceleration Preparation

• Professional Development
 $500,000 ESSER Reserve
 Distance Learning Strategies: By Missouri Teachers, For 

Missouri Teachers
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• Transportation Supplement Grant
 $15 M GEER Funds

• Transportation Reimbursement for Meal Delivery
 $7.5 M CRF

• Emergency Worker Childcare Reimbursement (spring)
 $800,000 CRF

• Equitable Services/Minimum Allocation
 $4.4 M ESSER Reserve
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• COVID-19 Response Supply Reimbursement 
Grant
 $7.5 M CRF
 75% match required
 PPE, medical & cleaning supplies

• SEMA: 2 million masks distributed to schools
• PPE Google Marketplace
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• Calendar
 Start Date Changes
 Alternative Methods of Instruction – Extended

o 552 submitted / 239 approved

• Patterns of Instruction Survey
 Due Friday
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 State – daily conversations with Governor’s Office, statewide 
response team & Missouri legislators

 National – USED, White House, CCSSO, ECS, Hunt Institute
 Webinars for school leaders
 Area Supervisor correspondence
 Advisory meetings
 Emails to school leaders
 COVID-19 webpage updates
 Guidance documents
 Social media
 Media interviews
 Press briefings
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• Support Schools with Safe Re-Entry
• Focus on Equity 
• Accept New Normal
• Re-Imagine Education

Phase III Focus 18



Follow DESE Updates at:
dese.mo.gov/COVID19
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