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Definitions.  

178.900. For the purposes of sections 178.900 to 178.970 the following words mean:  

(1) "Department", the department of elementary and secondary education;  

(2) "Handicapped persons", a lower range educable or upper range trainable mentally retarded or 
other handicapped person sixteen years of age or over who has had school training and has a 
productive work capacity in a sheltered environment adapted to the abilities of the mentally 
retarded but whose limited capabilities make him nonemployable in competitive business and 
industry and unsuited for vocational rehabilitation training;  

(3) "Sheltered workshop", an occupation-oriented facility operated by a not-for-profit 
corporation, which, except for its staff, employs only handicapped persons and has a minimum 
enrollment of at least fifteen employable handicapped persons;  

(4) "Staff", employees of a sheltered workshop engaged in management, work procurement, 
purchasing, supervision, sales, bookkeeping, and secretarial and clerical functions.  

(L. 1965 p. 309 § 1)  

CROSS REFERENCE:  

Transportation for sheltered workshop employees and residents of facilities or social center for the handicapped, RSMo 162.755  
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Purposes of sheltered workshops.  

178.910. 1. A sheltered workshop shall provide a controlled work environment and a program 
designed toward enabling the handicapped person enrolled to progress toward normal living and 
to develop, as far as possible, his capacity, performance and relationship with other persons.  

2. A sheltered workshop shall, so far as possible, provide work experience sufficiently diverse to 
accommodate the needs of each of the handicapped persons enrolled.  

3. A sheltered workshop shall coordinate and integrate its services with all community agencies 
for the benefit of its employees, and whenever practicable make use of the services available 
from these agencies.  

(L. 1965 p. 309 § 2)  
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Procedure for establishing sheltered workshops--hearing--certificate --
revocation.  

178.920. 1. Any group of persons desiring to establish a sheltered workshop which will be 
eligible for state aid shall request a certificate of approval from the department. The request shall 
be in writing on forms provided by the department, and shall contain such information as the 
department may reasonably require.  

2. Within sixty days after receipt of the request, the department shall hold a hearing to determine 
suitability of the proposed sheltered workshop to provide appropriate supervised employment 
and rehabilitation for handicapped persons.  

3. If, after hearing, the department determines that the proposed sheltered workshop will be a 
proper agent of the state for the purpose of employment and rehabilitation of handicapped 
persons, it shall notify the persons requesting the certificate that they will be issued a certificate 
of approval upon filing with the department the applicant's certificate of incorporation as a not-
for-profit corporation and a copy of its charter and bylaws. No provision of the charter or bylaws 
shall conflict with the rules and regulations of the department.  

4. The department may refuse to issue a certificate of authority if it finds that a proposed 
sheltered workshop will not be a proper agency of the state for the purpose of employment and 
rehabilitation of handicapped persons and it may, after notice and hearing, revoke the certificate 
of authority of any sheltered workshop which is no longer qualified because the need for the 
workshop no longer exists or for violation of any rule or regulation of the department.  

(L. 1965 p. 309 § 3)  

(1987) Hearing to determine whether certificate of authority should be issued to party proposing sheltered workshop pursuant to the provisions of this 
section does not qualify as a "contested case" for the purpose of applying special venue statute, section 536.110. Welsch v. Dept. of Elem. and Secondary 
Ed. 731 S.W.2d 450 (Mo.App.).  
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State aid, computation of--records, kept on premises--sheltered workshop per 
diem revolving fund created.  

178.930. 1. (1) Beginning July 1, 2007, and until June 30, 2008, the department of elementary 
and secondary education shall pay monthly, out of the funds appropriated to it for that purpose, 
to each sheltered workshop a sum equal to seventy-five dollars for each standard workweek 
(Monday through Friday) of up to and including thirty hours worked during the preceding 
calendar month. Fifteen dollars shall be paid for each six-hour or longer day worked by a 
handicapped employee on Saturdays or Sundays. For each handicapped worker employed by a 
sheltered workshop for less than a thirty-hour week or a six-hour day on Saturdays or Sundays, 
the workshop shall receive a percentage of the corresponding amount normally paid based on the 
percentage of time worked by the handicapped employee.  

(2) Beginning July 1, 2008, and until June 30, 2009, the department of elementary and secondary 
education shall pay monthly, out of the funds appropriated to it for that purpose, to each 
sheltered workshop a sum equal to eighty-five dollars for each standard workweek (Monday 
through Friday) of up to and including thirty hours worked during the preceding calendar month. 
Seventeen dollars shall be paid for each six-hour or longer day worked by a handicapped 
employee on Saturdays or Sundays. For each handicapped worker employed by a sheltered 
workshop for less than a thirty-hour week or a six-hour day on Saturdays or Sundays, the 
workshop shall receive a percentage of the corresponding amount normally paid based on the 
percentage of time worked by the handicapped employee.  

(3) Beginning July 1, 2009, and until June 30, 2010, the department of elementary and secondary 
education shall pay monthly, out of the funds appropriated to it for that purpose, to each 
sheltered workshop a sum equal to ninety dollars for each standard workweek (Monday through 
Friday) of up to and including thirty hours worked during the preceding calendar month. 
Eighteen dollars shall be paid for each six-hour or longer day worked by a handicapped 
employee on Saturdays or Sundays. For each handicapped worker employed by a sheltered 
workshop for less than a thirty-hour week or a six-hour day on Saturdays or Sundays, the 
workshop shall receive a percentage of the corresponding amount normally paid based on the 
percentage of time worked by the handicapped employee.  



(4) Beginning July 1, 2010, and thereafter, the department of elementary and secondary 
education shall pay monthly, out of the funds appropriated to it for that purpose, to each 
sheltered workshop a sum equal to ninety-five dollars for each standard workweek (Monday 
through Friday) of up to and including thirty hours worked during the preceding calendar month. 
Nineteen dollars shall be paid for each six-hour or longer day worked by a handicapped 
employee on Saturdays or Sundays. For each handicapped worker employed by a sheltered 
workshop for less than a thirty-hour week or a six-hour day on Saturdays or Sundays, the 
workshop shall receive a percentage of the corresponding amount normally paid based on the 
percentage of time worked by the handicapped employee.  

2. The department shall accept, as prima facie proof of payment due to a sheltered workshop, 
information as designated by the department, either in paper or electronic format. A statement 
signed by the president, secretary, and manager of the sheltered workshop, setting forth the dates 
worked and the number of hours worked each day by each handicapped person employed by that 
sheltered workshop during the preceding calendar month, together with any other information 
required by the rules or regulations of the department, shall be maintained at the workshop 
location.  

3. There is hereby created in the state treasury the "Sheltered Workshop Per Diem Revolving 
Fund" which shall be administered by the commissioner of the department of elementary and 
secondary education. All moneys appropriated pursuant to subsection 1 of this section shall be 
deposited in the fund and expended as described in subsection 1 of this section.  

4. The balance of the sheltered workshop per diem revolving fund shall not exceed five hundred 
thousand dollars at the end of each fiscal year and shall be exempt from the provisions of section 
33.080, RSMo, relating to the transfer of unexpended balances to the general revenue fund. Any 
unexpended balance in the sheltered workshop per diem revolving fund at the end of each fiscal 
year exceeding five hundred thousand dollars shall be deposited in the general revenue fund.  

(L. 1965 p. 309 § 4, A.L. 1972 S.B. 463, A.L. 1973 H.B. 796, A.L. 1975 S.B. 269, A.L. 1979 S.B. 4, A.L. 1987 H.B. 25 & 120 merged with S.B. 145, A.L. 
1993 H.B. 639, A.L. 1994 S.B. 601, A.L. 1997 S.B. 264, A.L. 1998 S.B. 781, A.L. 2001 S.B. 321, A.L. 2007 H.B. 352)  
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Department designated to accept and disburse federal funds.  

178.940. The department shall be the official agency of this state for the acceptance and 
disbursement of funds of the United States government made available to the states for 
rehabilitation or employment related services to handicapped persons as defined in section 
178.900.  

(L. 1965 p. 309 § 5)  

 
© Copyright  

Missouri General Assembly  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Missouri Revised Statutes 
Chapter 178  

Special Schools and Instruction and Special Districts  
Section 178.950  

 
August 28, 2008 

 
 
Board of education to appoint necessary staff.  

178.950. In order to implement and effectuate the provisions of sections 178.900 to 178.970, the 
state board of education shall appoint a section head and such other personnel, including 
administrative, professional and technical persons, within the department as may be required to 
implement and supervise the program, including assisting shops with operative problems and 
other activities contemplated by sections 178.900 to 178.970.  

(L. 1965 p. 309 § 6, A.L. 1971 S.B. 463)  
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Judicial review.  

178.960. Any order, rule or regulation of the department is subject to review under the provisions 
of chapter 536, RSMo.  

(L. 1965 p. 309 § 7)  
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